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Except for a bit of rice

ice cream.
Y YR end noodles thrown in with

coffee,”

Suddenly she addresses the
of

reporter in a language

moves in close to an oil stove
hoping it will dry out hu
he does not understand. Hh
only response is a puzzled ges-
ture. She repeats her question.
“She wants to know if you

clothing as an eldedy Y
Eskimo woman watches,
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would go to her house for a

cup




family is a way of life to
Native people. But AFDC is
thoving 1 wedge between them.
"We'll share with them, but
they won’t share with us!”

Katchetag also says that rec-
ords of that money also create
an fllusion on paper that the
community is functioning on
a cash basis when really the fa
greater part of it is not.

“This is subsistence!™ ex-
claims Pete Katongan holding 3
frozen salmon above his head
Pete is an Elder of Unalakleet.
who lives a short distance from
Kaichetag.

“They try to. stop it, |
guess,” he says of those seeking
repeal of the subsistence law
“But they're not going to! We
have to live! We got no money
We have to live subsistence!™

Katongan is a little purzied
sbout why wrban Alaskans
want to eliminate the law.
He does not see any of them
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of eight oranges. We're better
off to try and get out and
get what we need than to try
and buy it in a store.”

As if to illustrate his point,
4 woman in town showed up
al work earlier that day with
a gingle peach and 2 medium-
sized bunch of grapes which
she had purchased. Total

price? Over eight dollars.
Kaichetag has seen money
- gome into the village in the
form of Aid to Families with
; Dependent Children and while
it has been a help, some
bad things have come of it

“*In our culture, we share.
AFDC has brought about a
feeling that ‘that AFDC money
is mine!' A brother might
give some meat, but the one
he's giving it too wom't give
anything to him, because of
that money.

“Our land has always carried
our whole village. Brothers and
sisters, parenis, everyone
shared. In this town slone,
I've got 50 or 60 relatives!
We have always shared. But
that AFDC money is contrib-

to the idea of the nuclear

, and bresking up the

being. deprived of fish or game.
“That’s what they do from
Anchorage. Every summer they
come here, take fish. They get
them.” He disdaing the idea
that rumal people no longer
are truly dependent on subsis-
lence resources.

“That's not true!” Katon-
gan emphasizes. “How can a
person  get away from his
living, from before, from long
ago? Some people would get
sick. Maybe me too. When

people eat what they xte be-
fore, like seal oil, the body

needs it.

“I'm _a . Republican, but
maybe | have to yote for a

" Democrat this year.” Katongan

says everyome is going - to
vole. ‘“They have to!™

He's hoping. the. Demberatic
candidate, Bill ShefTield, will
be good. “Well, when they
talk, they're pgood. When
they're elected, they're no
more good. They dom't do
what they say. 1 newer seen
that other guy (Sheffield).
Maybe he'll be good. Bettern
Tom Fink.

“l have my. own testh.
Nobody ever make teeth for
me, | have my natural teeth.
I chew lots of dry fish, that's
why. It"s hard food. Hard food

’ ! Mm.mm helps keep gums good.” -
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