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The state subsistence law was
a method to undo unfair reg-
ulations foisted upon subsis-
tence users by non-resident
and resident sportsmen, Willie
Hensley told a meeting of old-
time Anchorage businessmen
and civic leaders recently.

Speaking to the Anchorage
Downtown lﬂtll]" 'Chlh, a
group of established leaders in
the Anchorage community,
Hensley recounted the state’s

ment in the state.

He said that the US. Con-
gress at first refused to give
Alaska control, of fish and
game “because powerful sports
interests from outside Alaska
were concerned that Alaskans
would not let them continue
their excursions to take Alas-
ka's big game.”

That control was finally
granted by executive order of
then president Dwight D,
Eisenhower.

Hensley maid that several
ion of traditional users led
to the establishment of the
state subsistence law in 1978,

The first incident was when
the Tyonek King Salmon Fish-
ery was closed by the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game
(ADF&G) from 1964 §
(ADF&G) from 1964 to 1979
because the fish harvest was

request was fm.l.ﬂ'll, h}r Sam
McDowell, then of the Izaac
Walton League who now is
spearheading the Alaskans for
Equal Hunting and Fishing
subsistence law.

ﬂ'ﬂ “M'j ._rmnt
that only sports fishermen
should be allowed into the
fishery, the Fish and Game
Board granted exclusive access
to sports fishermen. They
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Tyonek returned in 1980
with its request for an allo-
cation of 3,000 kings since
the previous year there were
5000 kings left over. The
board again sided with Mc
Dowell and only after
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decline of the Western Arc-
tic Caribou Herd of the mid-
1970s.
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urban as well as rural legisla-
tors.

The law does several simple
things, he sid. It establishes
the subsistence division to do
research on state subsis-
tence use; it requires that sub-
sistence be the priority use of
fish and game for personal
and family use; it defines sub-
sistence;; it provides subsistence
users reascnable access to har-
vest resources, and it requires
that fish and game must be
managed on a sustainéd yield
basis for all uses which means
that fish and game stocks can-
not be depleted for any reason,
even (0 maintain ﬂ_l.hm[.!-“':l
users.

Hensley criticized the init-
iative which would repeal the
current law because it would
ing local responses to fish and
game problems and would not
require that fish and game
stocks be maintained.

Nor, would the repealer
allow game managers Lo regu-
late the resources other than
to open seasons, and specify
gear and bag limits, he said.

The repeaier also wouldn't
allow the state to exclude non-
resident trophy hunters when
there is a shortage of game and
could throw the limited entry
fishing law into limbo, he
said.



