
Meknyukuk : TraditionTradkion in action
V/cVcVie/ read with interest , the recent accounts of the drilldrill--

ing rig Key.Key.,
SingaporeSirigaporf , whichWhich tore .looseloose., while under

tow off the coast ofof NunivakNitnIvak Island.Island.
Fortunately all.allall-endedallended.- ended without"withoutwithout''losewithoutlose

"' '\ of Ufefife oroar Injury
and no environmental damage waiwar donedone.*. yi"

What we foflnd'mosflnterestingfoflndmosflnterestingfot2ndmosttInierestirig' - althoughalthough to us not
at all surprising -* was the responseresponse of the rig'srigsdg'sdgs' crewmen
to their reception in MekpryukMekoryuk ,

'Village residentsresidents"" Xliere(here opened their homes, kitchens
and clothes closetsinclosets ,in a manner that is1g typical and usual

for villagers, to(b the men who camecamel very closedose to tragedy.tragedy.

Yet reports oftthcof { the villagers'villagers' Hospitalityiospitality# carried a tone
almost of surprisesurprisq , asas if.ifif.ntifnt. no oneone expected that village

residents would openopen their homes.homes.

This shows once againagain the basic minunderstandminunderstandingng
which many urbanurban.,. residentsresidents have.have., of life'inlifeinUp ', In rural areas.areas.
That misunderstandin-

g

misunderstanding-
..
often ..leadsleads.

io.io6'Broundless6Broundless.

' groundless fears.fearsfears"."
In thisthis

.-
case

c-
ase.,
case ,; it was apparentapparent boncemfconcern'thatfconcernthat'thatthat' villagers would

not help outout the haplesshapless'crewmen.haplesscrewmen.haplesscrewmen'crewmen.crewmen.
We arearts not at allall'surprisedallsurprised'surprised at the caring welcome givengiyen

the crewmen.crewmen. It is In the tradition of the
-

Native peoplepeople ,

of Alaska.Alaska. , , ?, ,

It'It': a shame that moitrtmore, people , whoarcwiioare:; newnew to.toto ., this
state aren'tarentgren'tgrent'

, awareaware.aware.of'ofofthat..warmandofthat.warmandofthatwarmand
'

,that.warmthatwarm.,. ;, 'andand' generous spirit,

, and thatsothit ,so few makemake theiho'iho'
effoeffo'teffot'i toto get toto know it.it.'-l'
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