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our understanding of the senate committees version of the
alaska native land claims settlementsettl6ment act is that four of our vil-
lage will get altogether not to exceed 92000 acres and barrow will
get not to exceed 46000 acres depdependingending upon what some com-
mission will award

on the money side we will get about 14 million furthermore
the money will likely go to municipal corporations

about the land if the village is in thethecentercenter of its township
as barter island for example we can walk three miles from the vil-
lage and come to the boundary of our award at barrow we would
get an area six miles by twelve miles

ourur problem can be stated thiswaythisthi waysway we came into this federa-
tiont bringing with us 56556.5 million acres vast riches in oil enough to
provide and protect the security of the united states enough to
require the congress of the united states to settle the claims of all
alaskan natives enough to make the state tax free and enough to
make the business community of alaska and the oil companies rich

we know that all the natives of alaska are disappointed about
the amount of land in the senate committees bill but let us look
at the north slope eskimo for a moment society has not touched
our people and land until the last year or two we have had com-
plete dominion over our lands have been happy in running our
lives

the state and the united states really have not bothered about
us much many of our villages have never had schools or even
missionaries compare that with some of the concentration of fed-
eral and state efforts elsewhere in alaska the point is that in the
past the north slope eskimo has had only feeble assistance from
organized government

we believe there will be 10000 miles of pipelines and of high-
ways on the north slope some of which are built over our fathers
graves but aside from the emotional trouble supposing there be
an oil spill or a well of gas or oil catch fire or a tanker be ship-
wrecked who will suffer

secretary hickel required the oil companies to indemnify the
federal governmeptgovernment for any damage but who will pay the north
slope eskimo for the destruction of our lands or caribou or fish

our conclusion is that the state of alaska wants to steal our
lands the senate committee wants to buy our lands and to pay the
other natives of alaska the other natives of alaska are willing
and happy to be paid out of our lands the state is now rich out of
our lands the oil companies want to build a pipeline by experi-
ment over our lands the united states wants to provide for its
own security against foreign enemies out of our land

through the years we have been devoted citizens of the united
states once upon a time we had world war 11II and the united
states was worried about the arctic it sent its soldiers up there
for defense they flunked because the army didnt even know
how to dress or live or survive

and so the territorial guard was organized composed entirely
ofnorth slope eskimos we were the security of the united states
and we were proud that through the years and today we are the on-
ly units in the world who can provide such security

we have tried to become citizens in the fullest sense of the
united states but from 1914 to 1923 for example there were some
of our villages with no schools at all even eben hopson who to-
day is only 47 years old was knowingly denied the opportunity to
go to high school only thirty years ago in other words the feder-
al government has through the years failed in its responsibilities to
us

and now today we believe the federation has failed to support
the north slope eskimos and we are distraught we are frightened
and our people are angry or will be when we tell them as we must
what the senate committee has done

by direct orders from the steering committee just one year ago
the federation forbade our own representatives from testifying be-
fore the senate committee we cooperated and this is what we got

even what we get we must share some mofitofitof it with a nonnativenon native
who joins our villages because whatever we get will likely go to a
municipal corporation A newcomer automatically joins a munici-
pal corporation just by moving there we are not against somebody
moving into our villages but why should a person who is not a
north slope eskimo be paid for north slope lands

this is our land in the whitemanswhitemans societywheresociety where we are boundbpundlbrundl
for people value private property we as north slijpceskimosslope eskmios
want our private property for ourselves just as john D rockefeller
did for himself that is the whitemanswhitemans idea and in a whitemanswhitemans
world we adopt it

the theory of the senate committees bill is a social welfare pro-
gram and we urge that you reject that theory we recommend
that we return to the undeniable basic principle which are self
evident and cannot be denied that we return to a LAND CLAIMS
settlement and fight a social welfare program

we will continue to sit in your councils but we do not promise
cooperation we must regroup and plan our own action hopefully
with you but we feel that we have been cheated yes we have
been hurt hurt by the secretary of the interior by the oil compan-
ies by the state of alaska by the federal government by the
senate committee and by the federation

the arctic slope native association wants to know what you
the federation are going to do about it
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