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Scholarship Named
In Honor of Emily L

Brown by Ira Harkey

By EDDI PARKER

Emily Ivanoff Brown fre-
quently getsup at 4 a.m. in order
to put in a few hours of writing
before her daily round of classes
at the University of Alaska be-
gins. Yet this shy, soft-spoken,
grandmother says, “I don’t work
hard enough.”

Her colleagues in the univer-
sity’s Journalism Department
don’t agree with her. Because
Emily has dedicated herself to
. .writing books on everything
that has to do with Eskimo life,”
the department has named the
new $150 Emily Ivanoff Brown
Scholarship in her honor.

The award, to be given each
semester, is the gift of Ira Harkey
of Columbus, Ohio, Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist and Carnegie
visiting professor in journalism in
1968-69 at the university. In
giving the award, Harkey re-
quested that it be named for a
Native writer.

The 67-year-old Mrs. Brown
is enrolled in two writing courses,
one photography (*“I'm pretty
bad”’) and one music course at
the university. She has a pur-
pose. Her ambition is to trans-
late all phases of Eskimo culture
into the written English word so
that it can be appreciated by the
white man, too.

“I’'m writing a book on Eskimo
legends,” she explains, and one
on the music and songs and one
on food. About the food, I'll
include in it the 30 kinds of wild
eatible greens the Eskimos use
and illustrate it with photographs.

This Native of Unalakleet,
Alaska, says she will see her writ-
ing through to completion ““if the
Lord willing.” And you know
He must be for He has seen her
through vyears of tribulations
which would have made a les-
ser woman give up.

A teacher in the Bureau of
Indian Affairs’ schools most of
her life, Mrs. Brown is using her
retirement pay now to return to
school and she declares that *“‘as
long as I'm welcome here I’ll
come back to write.”

In February, 1969, she was
felled by a stroke and, while re-
covering from that, underwent a
serious operation in August dur-
ing which she medically ‘died’ on
the operating table. Yet, two
days after her release from the
hospital, she was enrolling in the
university for fall semester.

But she had bounced back be-
fore. Years ago, she recalls,
when she was teaching in Shak-
toolik in an old church, she came
down with pneumonia.

The village ran a black blanket
up the flag pole as a distress sig-
nal- and Jack Jefford, a now-
retired bush pilot, saw it.

“He landed on the tundra, un-
loaded his mail bags and put me
aboard.”

He flew her to Nome for med-
ical attention and she credits
him with saving her life.

Her father was one-half Rus-
sian and her mother full Eskimo
from the Malemute tribe. Born
at Unalakleet and reared in Shak-
toolik, she left Alaska in 1919
when she was eleven years old to
begin her schooling at Chemawa
Indian School in Salem, Oregon.
It would be nine years before
she would return to Alaska per-
manently. #

Mrs. Brown decided on teach-
ing as a career when she was a
sophomore in high school. “I

saw the vastness of education,”
she says, “and | wanted to help
my own people. 1 had the chance
to learn to read and write and I
wanted to teach others the same.

Back in Alaska after gradua-
tion in 1928, she taught at Kotze-
bue primary school for two years,
managing in that time to save
31,000 out of her $115 a month
salary. The $1,000 took Emily
to Seattle General Hospital be-
cause by this time she had de-
cided her people were in need of
instruction in health and sanita-
tion.

Recalling her year at the hos-
pital when she was a probation-
ary nursing student, Mrs. Brown
says, “l managed to pass. | tried
to prove | was made of good
stuff.”

Love interfered with her goal
to become a nurse. She met and
and married Robert Brown. “You
fall in love and then you forget
all your goals,”” she says with a
smile.

The couple spent the next few
years with Mrs. Brown’s parents
in Shaktoolik during which time
Emily’s three sons were born. It
was not until 1938, after her hus-
band’s death, that Emily began
teaching again. She wouldn’t
stop until 1968.

A string of mothers clubs for
Natives in villages around Alaska
owe their existance to Emily,
who organized them wherever she
went in her 30 years of teach-
ing.

Her first such club was orga-
nized in Unalakleet. “The women
didn’t have anything to do so I
tried to give them lessons in
homemaking, child care, canning
and sewing.”

Often times she was the only
teacher in her schools. “Those
times,” she recalls, “I would use
the smartest eighth graders as
helpers.”

In 1943 she was teaching back
in Unalakleet but 1948 saw her
moved to White Mountain Board-
ing School. Although dates are
more difficult to remember now,
Mrs. Brown recalls that in 1954
she moved to Arctic Slope as the
teacher. She also recalls that she
didn’t want to leave her family
to go.

“My mother told me, ‘Emily,
if you go up north and at least
teach those children how to blow
their noses and be clean you’ll be
doing your duty as a teacher.’

“That’s a beginning,” Emily
says, “if you teach them to be
clean. Sanitation has always been
a problem among my people.
Even now when I see a dirty nose
[ think of what my mother said.”

She calls Arctic Slope, “the
toughest time I ever had. I had
19 students in grades one through
eight. In addition to being the
teacher I was the postmistress,
radio operator, nurse, and prea-
cher for burials.”

But Arctic Slope also saw
Emily’s writing talent bloom.
She had gone out to a summer
school in Utah in 1951 where she
had been involved in a writing
course for Alaska teachers and
now in Arctic Slope, she began
writing down the Eskimo folk
tales her mother had told her.

She did it, she says, because
the children in school “were sick
of hearing about Dick and Jane.”

Wherever Emily Ivanoff Brown
has taught, she has left an en-
during impression. In Kotzebue

The applause of a single human being
is of great consequence. )
- —JOHNSON

The history of the worild is none
other than the progress of the con-
sciousness of freedom.

—HHEGEL
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For Minority Gmups—

SBA'’s ‘Operation Busmeu
Mainstream’ Ready to Help

By SUSAN TAYLOR
Staff Writer

A middle-aged native couple
living in rural Alaska had been
wanting to set up the first gener-
al store in their village for several
years, but, until recently, all ef-
forts to do so had been in vain.

The husband had been able to
find employment only several
months out of the year because
the town offered few job oppor-
tunities. And, the wife had nev-
er been employed outside the
home.

Having very little cash on
hand and very little property to
offer as collateral, the couple had
tried but been unsuccessful in ob-
taining a loan from a bank to fi-
nance their idea.

Then they were approached
by Small Business Administration
representatives and matters seem-
ed to take a turn for the better.

Several months later they
were well on their way to be-
coming owners and managers of
a general store.

The example is fictional but
the circumstances very similar to
those found by Max Dolchok
and Leonard Brinson.

from 1957 to 1961 she organized
the first public library by writing
a book on Eskimo history, using
her own $350 to have it published
and then selling the copies at $l
each in order to raise money for
a library

She was back in Kotzebue as
high school librarian when she
had her stroke in 1969,

Her stamina as a teacher is
matched only by her stamina as
a student. Beginning with 195]
she went to school every summer
until 1964 in order to obtain her
college degree. In 1964 she was
finally graduated from the Uni-

versity of Alaska, just three years
before her youngest son was
graduated.

Her first summer in Utah in-
spired her to get her degree, she
says. “l didn’t like my titles. I
was called an instructional aide,
not a real teacher and I wanted
to be a teacher in name too.”

In 1968 Emily came to Fair-
banks to work as a counselor for
the Bureau of Indian Affairs at
the university’s College campus.
“My job was to welcome Native
students, to let them know there
were others of their kind on
campus.’

Now that she is a student and
not a counselor, she is still wel-
coming Native students to cam-
pus, that is when she isn’t wri-
ting.

She is also working on a fami-
ly history which will center a-
round her father who was not
only a BIA U.S. commissioner
in Shaktoolik, but an interpreter
who spoke all major Eskimo dia-
lects and minister in the Swedish
Covenant Church. He was presi
dent of the church conference in
Alaska for 27 years.

Now that her sons are grown—
Leonard is in Unalakleet, Stanley
in Seattle and Melvin in Sitka—
she says her aim is “to keep going
as long as I can. My sons are dis-
gusted. They want me to retire
and keep still and enjoy life. But
I am enjoying my life because
I’m reaching my goals.”

“And what are those goals?
Education, service to my people,
raising my family so they’re res-
pected and now, writing my own
cultural philosophy of life and
being an example to Native stu-
dents. I want to be the right
kind of e le. I try to live up
to the high zﬂs of my parentm
When you have good parents, as
I did, you can 't help but be what
they are.”

Dolchok, an Aleut, and Rin-
son, a Negm are the staff mem-
bers for Operation Business
Mainstream, an SBA program de-
signed to provide business oppor-
tunities for minority individuals—
including Eskimos, Indians, and
Aleuts.

Working out of Anchorage,
they are charged with the res-
ponsibility of lucatmg minority
group people 1hruughnut the
State who are interested in set-
ting up a small business.

“We are in business to create
opportunity,” Dolchok said ig
his Anchorage office, ‘“We are
looking for people and a region
where a business can grow and
prosper and will try to match
these two.”

Having been on the job only
about four months, both Dolchok
and Brinson have begun covering
the state—trying to spend at least
80 per cent of their time out in
the field.

Having located an interested
person, the first step is to sche-
dule an interview with them.

During this interview, the min-
ority enterprise program is ex-
plained and business prospects
and ideas discussed.

If the interested individual has
not sought a loan from a bank,
then he must do so and must be
turned down in writing before
the, SBA can consider loaning
him money, Brinson explained.

Having done this the indivi-
dual then submits a preproject
proposal. Brinson and Dolchok
explained that they have received
such proposals from several areas
of the state for general stores,
beauty shops, and child care cen-
ters.

As in the fictional example,
the applicant might lack ade-

quate management training and -

experience.

In such a case, Brinson ex-
plained, the SBA might require
the applicant to attend a training
course such as those offered at
the Seward training center or it
might require the applicant to
get on-the-job training. For in-
stance, a potential store owner
might be temporarily placed in
a business similiar to that which
he plans to set up.

Pl e o

After such training the appli-
cant might even discover r.lut he
doesn’t like the store business
and at least would not have a
$20,000 loan hanging over his
head.

About 90 per cent of business
failures in the first year are due
to poor management practices,
Brinson said, and SBA., a fed-
erally-funded program, is trying
to improve upon thatpercentage.

 If, after the training period,
the individual still wants to pur-
sue his idea, he then fills out a
regular application.

Assuming that he has poten-.
tial to manage a business and a,
good idea, another areaof con-
cern is the proposed location.

If the chosen locality could
not support the business, the
SBA representatives help him
choose another location, or even
possibly another business in the
same location.

Finally, to receive approval
for a loan, the applicant must
be able to furnish about 20 pe
cent of the total pmpused in-
vestment from his own re-
sources.

Interest rates on SBA’s por-
tion cannot exceed 5} per cent.
Most minority enterprise loans
are for about $20,000 and for

a five to six year period.

Before and after the loan is
made, Brinson explained, SBA
representatives counsel the client
as much as possible and refer
him to other agencies for further
assistance.

Both Dolchok and Brinson
urged anyone interested in the
program to contact them in An-
chorage at 632 W. 6th Street.
Assistance, they stressed, is not
limited to those wanting to start
a new business but is also avail-
to those wanting to expand or
improve a current business.

According to Senator Ted Ste-
vens office, 38 minority enter-
prise loans—37.2 per cent of the
total SBA loans in Alaska—have
been granted through March,
1970.

For Sel f-Managed Funds—
Gravel Amendment

Inserted in T-H Bill

Due to an amendment initi-
ated by Senator Mike Gravel (D-
Alaska), the Tlingit and Haida
Indians of Alaska may be the first
Indians in America’s history to
have the right to manage settle-
ment funds awarded them by the
government without the continu-
ing approval of the Secretary of
the Interior.

The Gravel amendment was
made to a House Bill providing
for the disposition of seven and
one-half million dollars ($7,500,

000) to the Tlingit and Haida

Indians in settlement of claims
for land taken by the Federal
Government.

The amendment was approved
today without objection by the
Senate Interior and Insular Af-
fairs Committee.

The amended measure now
will go to the full Senate for
approul and will then be sent to
a Joint House-Senate Conference
Committee.

Senator Gravel pointed out
that his amendment will in no
way delay final passage of the
settlement bill.

The conference committee

merely will determine whether
the measure will contain the Gra-
vel amendment or not, since the
House-passed measure provides
Secretary of the Interior over-
sight.

Traditionally, the manage-

ment of money paid to Indians
in settlement claims has been
subject to the approval of the In-
terior Department.
- Senator Gravel, however, con-
tends that the Tlingit-Haida are
fully qualified to handle their
own funds.

“No one knows the 1
ments of these Alaskans better
than they, themselves. They
should, therefore, be given the
authority to m their own

money in the way they feel best
meets their needs,” the Senator
said.
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