Dear Howard, =y 2 ok el
Senator Gmgldq' introduction of S. mm‘_ sk
Native pecple their most importent opportunity in @ centur
rally public suppert for o fair and equitable s-lﬂ-n!c‘
land claims. :
The Tundra Times unquestionobly has hl- H_‘I
important single factor in bringing the I#hhmh

Ailaske and. in uniting the Native p-npl- politically
spiritually in @ common effort to win tpi'llqn of 'ﬁ{ﬂr
rights, their needs, and their hopes. 5 e

The next several months, the next year or two, wi will be’the
most crucial period in the lnlhry of Alaska Native offairs and
the decisions that are made will affect all Alaskans 'ur
generations fo come.

The Tundra Times has o mumihllw and o mﬂ
to match its responsibility.

Williom Byler,
Executive Director, |
Association on American Indian Aﬁuirl
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The Alaska Federation of Natives has the potential to be o
potent vehicle for actions beneficial to both its members and ,
as a consequence, to all Alaskans. But it can do this effect
ively only with the octive backing of its members and the
understanding of its fundamental principles by those not yet
committed fo ifs support.

Alaska’s native peoples have long been, in many areas, the
passive recipients of various progroms developed for them.
They now have the opportunity to become the authors of
changes beneficial to them. |t does not derogate from the
fundemental purposes of governmental programs to stote that
our direct participation is necessary if the h.n.ﬁh are to be
lasting and significant.

Beneficiaries of loand claims proceedings generally establ ish
eligibility by reference to blood quantum ond compliance with
enrollment procedures. The definition of individual rights seem
deceptively simple at this point. As o result, the prospective
beneficiary tends to forget that collective pressures are helping
to shape the provisions of enabling legislation and will be
effective in ensuring that provisions for the dispesition of
compen sation and procedures under which the land will be
administered are in accord with our wishes.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 11 (U.S. Congress 2/17/67)
states, ‘‘...the necessaryconstructiveprograms ond services
(will be) directed to the goveming bodies of these groups for
application in their respective communities, offering self-
determination and self-help features for the people involved...”
Other federal legislation, dealing with educdion, revelving
funds and other financing, economic development, etc., clearly
demonstrates that the present indications of enlightment in
Cmm:ﬁnddﬁ*:mhihwhh
continued application of pressure through ull.:ﬂw dﬁnh
the native peoge.

On the state level, recent legislation mokes provisionsfor
hearings at which time the needs, wishes, and problems of the
Alaskan Neatives will be explored, (see House Concurrent
Resolution No. 3 ond House Bill Ne. 277).

The Office of Economic Opportunity is, through AS.C.A.P.
leadership ond administration, moking availeble, programs not
presently funded through usucl sources. Their success depends
on the understanding, participation, ﬂl mln oy p-qhﬁ
the target oreas.

Efforts ore presently being formulated in umm
to our history end heritage with specific programming cimed
at the collection of artifacts, stories on tapes, m
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AFN Can Be Potent...

(Continwed from Page 2)
etc. These efforts, ocauring ot various levels, deserve our
support and require our leadership.

In a speech delivered before the Board of Directors ot the
Association on American | ndion Affeirs, Inc., at its annual
meeting in New York City on May 8, 1967, Alaska's Senator
E.L. (Bob) Bartlett stated, “‘In the relatively short time
Alaska natives have increased the power of their vote, they
have shaken our old ways of ding things. In using the power
of the vote to achieve just goals they have once again demon-
strated that this nation has built into ite governmental system
the weapons with which to wage rebellions so necessary to
political |ife. They have reminded us that there are no angles

in the form of kings torule men, only men to govern other men

- as equals.”

of these programs were initiated in response to the

formation ond vigorous demands of a statewide orgonization.

 Others use the orgonizations as o point of reference for
- direction. The realization of these proposals will depend on

our willingness to work hard in supporting our elected leaders
~ and our organizations.
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during the summer season. Prﬂhlmiﬂﬂh‘novlﬁ

Qur committees coan fo the extent possible, assume some
 of the warkl ood in between meetings. M"hm
are doing on excellent job — more con be done, especially

to constitutional revision.
The Alaske Federation of Natives hﬂlhl_ﬂthq

. Congress and on the state level. It is h“h*h work

so thet we con achieve, ﬂﬁlhﬂw of dignity and

‘miwdm,h-pdmdm-ﬂl-ﬁh”

progress. prmwdhkﬁﬂ.-‘ﬂ-hﬂd

| organizaotions,

.l-hl-flgj-lp Jr.
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