Summary of Settlement Act—

Withdrawalof Lands, Township Blocks, Etc.

(Part Six: The sixth instaliment
of the “Summary and Analysis
of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act”, a booklet pre-
pared by - the Rural Alaska
Community Action Program,
describes the method by which
withdrawls of land were made
for selection by the State of

Alaska under the Statehood Act,

by the Federal government for
inclusion in ats land systems,
and for selection by the Village
and Regional Native Corpora-
tions under the Alaska Native
Land Claims Act.)
WITHDRAWALS OF PUBLIC
LANDS

Upon passage of the Alaska
Native Land Claims Settiement
Act on December 18, 1971, the
Secretary of the Interior was
authorized + 1o ‘make  certain
specific “withdrawals™of public
lands in Alaska, to classify them,

them, and to “protect the
public interest™ for a period of
90 days.

Public land is defined in the
Act as “all federal lands and
interests therein focated in Alas-
Ka, except the smallest practic-
able tract, as determined by the

Secretary, enclosing land actu-.

ally used in connection with the
administration  of Federal in-
stallations, and land selections
of the State of Alaska which
have been patented or tentative-
ly approved under the State-
hood Act.”

Within nine months from the
date of the Act, the Secretary
was to withdraw up to 80
miflion acres of unreserved pub-
lic lands suitable for inclusion
inthe National Park, Forest,
Wildlife Refuge, and Wild and
Scenic Rivers systems.
TOWNSHIP BLOCKS

Around cach of the Eligible

Native villages, he was to with-
draw five townships square, o5 a
25 township block. From these
withdrawn lands  the villages,
the regional corporations, and
the State are authorized to make
specified selections and obtain
patents.

There were  approximately
220 villages histed as having 25
or more  Native residents at the
time of the 1970 census. Within
two and a half years of the Act,
the Secretary was to review the
list to deternune the chigibility
of individual villages.

The basic 25 township block
may be increased it the village
lies i two or more townships.
It may be decreased if, within
the block, there is a large mih-
tary reservation, a portion of a
National Park, a Wildlite Refuge,
lands which have been patented
to the State, or a body of
navigable water.

DEFICIENCY WITHDRAWALS

In such cases, the Secretary
is directed to withdraw addi-
tional “deficiency withdrawals™
in the amount of three times
the deficiency, from “‘unreserved
vacant, and unappropriated pub-
lic lands.”™  These are referred
to as “in heu selections.™

If" the village is located partly
within a Wildlife  Refuge and
selects land within the Refuge,
the wording of the Act appears
to indicate that the Secretary
may not draw additonal fands
after the initial selection to fill
the village quota within = the
Retuge. Whereas, he is normally
mstructed to make deficiency
withdrawals as close to the cen-
ter of the village as possible, he
must add the required Jand back
to the Refuge fust, then set
aside additional land  tor the

ced under

village.
ASSUMING FEDERAL
RIGHTS

On other tederal interest land
in Alaska, mining claims, home-
steads, or trade and manufactur-
ing sites which have been enter-
Federal law but not
patented, the Federal land may
be subjeet to eventual Native
selection.

It Natives acquire land sub-
ject to a federal or nuneral or
surface lease, they have a right
to the rents and royalties, and a
nght o tull ownership of the
land if and when the lease
ternunates.

In generad, ot may be said
that with a few exceptions,
Natives may step into the shoes
of the Federal government as
to any lands they may acquire
OVERLAPPING INTERESTS

On January 21, 1972, the
State of Alaska filed selection
applications for some 76 mil-
lion acres of Jand, bnnging into
tocus the prowvisions  for re-
conciling selections made by the
state with those made by the
village and regional corporations

The Act called for the creat-
ton of a joint Federal-State Land
Use Planning  Commission to
help identify arcas suitable tor
permanent inclusion in parks,
refuges, forests, wild and scenic
nvers, and to.-make recommen-
dations regarding the best dis-
tibutions of State, Village, and
Regional selections.

Any of the land not per-
manently mcluded in one ol the
four federal systems  may be
released from withdrawal within
Wo years. Ihe state and
regional corporations may make
“initial wdentihcation™ of lands
in-these arcas, but they will not
be processed as fong as the
onginal - withdrawal remains
effect.

THE SPECIAL PURPOSE
GRANT

A speciai section of the Act
provides for an additional 2
mullion acres withdrawal for six

purposes.  First, tor cemetery
sitesand ustorical places
Secondly,  for conveyance of

23,040 acres o special Native
groups not ncorporated at the
tune of the Settlement who may
subseq rently choose to do so

Natives residing - Sitha,
Kena,  Juncau,  and Kodiak
could mcorporate and - recewve

up to 23,040 acres located
teasonable  proximity o the

‘municipalities, and surface ey

tates up to 160 acres of land
occupied by a Nauve individual
as a prmary place ol residence
on August 31, 1971

An individual Native  hving
outside of lands withdrawn by
Section 11 and 16 may scquire
up ta 160 gcres as his homesite
it he applies within (wo vears
from the date of the Act

No new allotment applica
tions may be hiled under the
1906 Indan Allotment Act and

that Act s repeated However,
any allotments still pending will
be  processed. but o Native ac
quinng land under the old 1906
Act will not be cligible tor the
160 acres grants provided for
the new Special Purpose Grant
within the Land Cliims Settle-
ment Act.

In those grants to wndividuals
the subsurface nghts w0 (o the
regional corporation. Finally,
any perhon of the 2 nu'hon
acres not used for above pug-
poses will be allocated 1o the

regional corporations on tie
basis of population.
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