
REA Loan Program Withdrawn
On December 292LJ , 1972ILJ72 , thethe-

Nlwn
the-

NixonNixonNlwn) administration'sadministrationsadmll1lstratlon'sadmll1lstratlons ' OfficeOffJce ofof-

Management
of-

ManagementManagement and Budget elimelun ¬.

inatedmated without warningwarnll1g severalseveral-

programs
several-

programsprograms , includingmcludll1g thetile RuralRural-

lIectnficatlOn
Rural-

ElectrificationElectrificationlIectnficatlOn AdministrationAdmlnlslAdministration-
RLA

r .ItIt. IonIon-

REA( RLAREA ) 27r2r2 % loan programprogram-
Alaska's

program-
AIJskJ

program-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskasAIJskJ\AIJskJAIJskJtwo'\ two senatorssenJtors ., Gravel(,(, rJvclravelrJvcl-

and
ravel-

andand Stevenstevem , havehJve urged ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress

¬-

gress to reinstateremstate theIhe program ,

pointingpOlOtmg to Alaska'sAlaskasAld\kJ'sAldkJ'skJs\ ' uniqueul1lqueul1lque-

developmg
unique-

developingdevelopingdevelopmg needs Without thethe-

aid
the-

aidaid of the 2/r2r2'k2k2/r-2rloaning''/ >- loaningIOJnlng powerpawer ofof-

REA

of-

REAREA ., it would have been immIim-imim-

possible

¬.-

possiblepasslble to bringbrlllg electric powerpower-

toto sparsely populatedpopulateda'reaspopulatedareasareasa- 'reasa-reas' ofof-

bush
of-

bushbush Alaska .

"ManyMany" co-opscoopsco.upscoups-. cannot affordJffordJfford-
to

afford-

toto pay theIhe higherJllgherhigherinterestinterestInterest-

chJrges
interest-

chargeschargeschJrges that will result ," GravelGravel-

said
Gravel-

saidsaid
saidGravel

Gravel toldtuld theIhe committeecomlllltcommittee-
the

teetee-

thethe averageJverage monthly electricelecrlc( billhlllhlll-

In

bill-

inin AlaskaAIJ kJkJISis S25S2556'as5ft5656'as56asvas'asas' comparedcompJredcompJred-
to

compared-
toto Ihethe nationalnatIOnalaverageaverage ofof-

SI1.I3
of-

S11.13SISI1.I3SI1I3S11.13S11131.13113.. TerminationTermH1allOn olof theIhe
2'f%.(. loanloanndand\ndndandsubstitution<\ substitutionubstltutlon ol01of thethe-

mterest
the-

interestinterestmterest rate couldcouldJddcouldaddaddJdd an.InIn.In-

adelitlonJI
an-

additional

.
additionaladelitlonJI S2.50S25052.505250. lo10to customercucustomer-
bills

lOl1JcrlOl1Jc-

rbillsbills in10 some partspJrts ol01of AlaskaAIJ.JAlaska-

Senator
AIJAlaska-

Senator
\.J.J\. .-

JSenJtorSenatorSenJtor Stevens toldlold theIheIhe-

comnlltlee

the-

committeecommitteecomnlltlee that Alaska "vitallyvitally"vltJllyvltJlly"vltJlly-
ne

"vitally-
needs

"
needsne d llustillSthis continuedcontllluedcontllluedacontinuedassistanceassistancea sl tance ".
If the program is abandonedabJndoned ,.

electricelectnc rates for alat least ftOV6CYIr6at6CYI-

ruf

6at-
of

,

ofuf AlaskaAIJska will"IIIIIIwillincrease" increase fromfrom-

lsry157lsry15 ',%, to 2072(},; ;
.

"NoNo" one would deny that thethe-

RrA
the-

REARLARrAREARrAopenedREAopenedopened up ruralrur.drurd. AmericaAmerlCJ ,
"

said Mike"Io.eIo.eIoe"Io.eelly" . Kelly-ellyelly"- of GoldenGuldenGulden-
Valley

(, oldefloldefl-

Yal1eyValleyYal1ey AssociationA OCI.ltlonOCIltlon. ., a co-opcoopU-OpULo-opLoLoop-
serving

) -

servingerYmg ruralrur,1irur1i, areasarCJ\arCJarCJIn\ in interiorInferiorInferior-
AI.I

In te.rmrtermrte.rmr-

Alaska
.

AlaskaAI.IAII. k.1k1.
AlaskaKellyk.1Kell

KellyKell } said'JldJld' ., "InIn" somesonicOlll (, areas.tr.Itr.ItrI. (' . ol01of01-

America

of-

AmericaAmerica theIhe woikWOI/WOIwotkWOIofwotkof/. of RlIURI AA-

might

,\
miuhtmight behe saidJIU toit ) behe donedOllc . InnInllbut

inH1 AlaskaAIJskJ , RI A was just bebe-bebe-

gll1l11l1g

¬-.

ginninggll1l11l1g to havehJVC its( ts effectelfect..
"

ThisTills latestIltestlintest) casualtycasuJlty of thethe-

Nixon
the-

NixonNixon cuts may yetyct behe reinrem-remrein-rem-

tJted
rein-

stated
¬-

statedtJted by theIhe DemocraticDemocrJIIC ConCon-Con-

gres
Con-

gress
¬-

gressgres , if Alaska'sAlaskasIJIJI\I\I\. ,IcOflgre'\ congressionalcOflgrelon.tIcOflgrecongressional-
delegation

\lon.tIlon.tIlon.tI-
delegatIOn

\ .

delegation convinceslonVIIIle theirthclrthclr-

colleJgul
their-

colleaguescolleaguescolleJgul' of01 Alaska'sAlaskasAIj,,!. , '" criticalnllllJInllllJI-
need

critical-

needsneedneeds


