MarineMammal
Protection
Act

The U. Fish and Wildhte
Service i Alaska has been given
the responsibility for adninister-
g portions of the Marnne Mam-
mal Protection Act ot 1972 re-
cently enacted by Congress; specs,
ihcally, these mammals are wal-
rus, polar bear, and sea otter.

Ihis Act and the regulations
which were published e the
Federal Rewister on December
21,1972 dre cunrently anefteet
and have many inpheations con-
cermme the tahmg of manme
mammnuls

The tollowme highhehts ot

the Department of Intenor Reg
ulations should answer questions
now beme asked by coustal res
dents Intormanon revardimy
seals, Tsea hons,and s whales,
which are under the junsdiction
of the Department of Commerge

nun taned tom Natenal
Manie dichenes Sepviee, PO
Box Teos Junean. AR 99N01

I Aot establnhies 0 cem
I o en the takane
md mporone ot b manme
Ly Lie one exception
v tor Ldvmss Adenrs amd Tk
mes Who dwell on the North
Pacitic Ocean and Arctie Ocean
providing 1t s tor subsistence,
tor the purposes o creatng

authentic nanve arnicles of fund
icratts and clothme, and neach
e oot accomplished e
wastetul manner

Subsistence, as detmed i the
Regulations, means the actual
use U" marine mammals tor |H|N|.
clothmg, shelter, heating, trans-
portation, and other uses nee
essary too mamtain hte ot the
taker or tor those who depend
upon the taker to provide them
with subsistence

Authentic native articles of
handicraft and clothing means
items which were commonly pro-
duced on or before December
21, 1972,

Wastetul manner means any
taking or method of  taking
which s likely to result in the
killing or injuring  of marine
mammals beyond those needed
for subsistence purposes or for
the making of authentic native
articles or handicratts and cloth-
ing or which results in the waste
of a substantial portion ot the
marme  mammal and includes
without linmmtation the employ-
ment ol a4 method of takimg
which s not hkely to assure the
capture or Killmg ot & manne
mammal, or which s not immed-
ately followed by a reasonable
effort to retrnieve the manne
mammal.

Section 18,23 Natwve Except-
ions (b) Restrictions reads as
follows: (1) No marme mam-
mal taken pursuant to this sect-
on may be sold or otherwise
transferred 1o any person other
than an Indian, Aleut, or Fski-
mo, or delivered, carried, trans-
ported or shipped in mterstate
or foreign commerce by any
person, unless: (1) It has first
been transformed into an authen-
tic native article or handicraft
or clothing, or () It as an
edible  portion and sold i
Alaska native villages and towns
(2) No person who s not an
Indian, Aleut or Eskimo may
purchase or otherwise acquire,
Or possess any marine mammal
taken pursuant to this section...”

In brief this means Congress
has made special provisions for
Alaska Natives to continue tak-
ing marine mammals for their
way of life; however, they re-
quire the people to use all of
the animals they kill.

Every effort must be made to
bring in the meat of all walrus
taken and” does not allow the
killing of animals for just the
tusks.

It allows the sale or barter of
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MarineMammal...
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wory between Natives but does
not provide for non-natives to
buy, acquire, or possess ivory
or any other parts of marine
mammals until they have been
transformed into authentic na-
tive articles of handicraft or
clothing.  This includes polar

bear hides.

 Hopefully, the Native people
will live within the framework of
the special exemption provided
for them by Congress. The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service wants
to assist everyone to understand
the law and asks for the coop-
eration of all in complying with
the regulations.

Any questions should be di-
rected to U.S. Game Manage-
ment Agent-in-Charge Ray Trem-
blay, Fish & Wildlife Service,
813 D Street, Anchorage, AK
99501, or phone 265-4808.



