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SOS Cultural Awareness Program at Selawik and Shishmaref

By JACQUELINE GLASGOW

A child may well ask, “Does
my school relate to anything
else in my life? Does it have any
meaning to the real world a-
round me, the world in which 1
live?™ Not too many years ago,
the Eskimo and Indian child in
Alaska had good reason to ask
that question.

Going mto its second year
of operation, the Cultural A~
wareness Program begun by the

Alaska State Operated Schools
in the remote villages of Noor-
vik,  Selawik, and Shishmaref
answers part ol that question
and is beginning to pay off in
real dividends. .

The pay-off s, first of all,
increased pupil achievement be-
cause school now relates to the
child’s world, to village life, and
to the actwvities of the adults of
the community.

The second windfall is an
increase - teacher  sensitivity,

in educating the teachers as to
what the child’s life is all about.
And the third benefit is com-
munity involvement.

When all three come togeth-
er —+the child, the teachers, and
the cultural instructors of the
village, old and young - some-
thing exciting begins to happen.
1Us called cooperation.

In the initial stages of the
program, the villagers taught on-
Iy cultural activities and — the

regular classroom teachers taught

the traditional subjects - readin’,
writin’, and "rithmetic.

Experiencing what school of-
ficials tactfully call “operational
difficulties™, the cultural aware-
ness program fell far short of
its goal.

It was soon evident that there

would have to be more inter-
action, more flow of ideas back
and forth, and more commit-

ment from everyone to the con-
cept ol cultural exchange, to the
reality of the child’s question,
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“What is my culture? And what
does it have to do with school?™

The village people  became
more and more involved with
seeing that the program worked.
They donated time freely, giving
demonstrations of ancient arts
and crafts, skin-sewing, ivory
carving, Eskimo games.

They told legends and stories
i the centuries old Inupiat lan-
guage. Some of the older people
of the community related 1o the
children the oral nstory about
the region i which they hved,
what had happened on the land
around them

Fhey assembled o photograph
Betore Tongat could
be sind that newrhy every villaeer
W partiapatiny
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The resubis were astonshimy
Phe ditterence between partic
patime schools and noan-particr
pating schools mdicated that cul
tural awareness was more than
an educational catchword

Parents were better able to
see the tremendous responsibil
iy o educatme clnldien m pub-
lic school School began 1o
mean more to everyone, iclud-
myg the teachers

The teacher role  changed
subtly. not 1o mention teacher

attitudes, but the biggest plus ot
all was the ability of the teachers
to reach the chuldren on a more
sensitive level of understanding

A docally elected  advisory
school board not only selected
cach of the cultural mstructors
but became more and more -
volved in program planning and
decision-making in school policy

The direction which the edu-
cation  of the village children
would take becanie more a con-
cern ot local people and not an
administrative judgment render-

ed from ftar off  Juncau or
Anchorage.
BarrowLicenses

Barrow is one ol 16 new
driver’s licensing stations which
will open to serve the public on
February 1, Comnmussioner
Emery W. Chapple, Jr. announc-
ed recently.

New  Polaroid cameras have
been shipped to cach station

A SPL‘L‘IQ!I seminar in le]lllllll\'
tering written and driver’s tests
was given to troopers last week

|’l\‘|]1 ”lC various  stations at
Detachment  headquarters
Fairbanks, Juneau, and Anchor-
age

Three  represontatves  of

Polaroid Corporation were on
hand to mstruct troopers
operation ot the new ID-3
camera. The camera will enable
residents of small communities
to obtain color photo-identity
licenses.

Other stations opening are:
Petersburg, Wrangell, Cantwell,
Tok, Glennallen, Delta Junction,
Valdez, Cordova, Bethel, Haines,

Dillingham, Homer,  Seward,
Clear, and Kotzebue.
MarineMammal...

(Continued from page 8)
wory between Natives but does
not provide for non-natives to
buy, acquire, or possess ivory
or any other parts of marine
mammals until they have been

transformed into authentic na-
tive articles of handicraft or
clothing.  This includes polar

bear hides.

 Hopefully, the Native people
will live within the framework of
the special exemption provided
for them by Congress. The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service wants
to assist everyone to understand
the law and asks for the coop-
eration of all in complying with
the regulations.

Any questions should be di-
rected to U.S. Game Manage-
ment Agent-in-Charge Ray Trem-
blay, Fish & Wildlife Service,
813 D Street, Anchorage, AK
99501, or phone 265-4808.



