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ANAKTUVUK PASS AT 400 BELOW-ColdBELOWCold- of Anaktuvuk Pass stay snug and warm . WindsWinds-
winds

Winds-
windswinds blow drifting snow to veil the mountains and low temperatures brought the chill factorfactor-
of

factor-
ofof the Brooks Range but the traditional sod huts there toto1100-11001100- at least tWice this FebruaryFebruary-

Photo

February-

Photo

.
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ClAIMS ACT STYMIES VILLAGE

Anaktuvuk Pass FolksFolks-

Hear
Folks-

HearHear Translated LawLaw-

But
Law-

ButBut Came Up PuzzledPuzzledB-
yBy LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

Early
MORGAN-

EarlyEarly last month the citizens of Anaktuvuk PPassPass-

gathered
.

gathered to hear their landlandclaimsclaims scttlcmcntsettlement WItwithh thethe-

u.s
the-

U.Su.sus. . Government expl.inedexplinedexplained. in l.SkllllOlSkllllOEskimo:. .

"TheThe" ArctIc Slope will gctget five millIOn .ueueacres. " , S32S32-

million
$ ] 22-

millionmillion andandwewe have only five to seven per cent of the
population ,

" Riley Slkvayug.tkSlkvayugtkSikvayugak. , dad-

councIl
a-

councilcouncIl member , reported .

"CanCan" we claIm a townshiptownship-
down

township-
downdown by the 011oiloilshaleIulcshale!>

"' ! " someonesomeone-
asked

someone-
askedasked .

"VesVes"YesYes" , but we don'tdont' get sub-subsub-

surface
sub-

surface
-

surface rlghrightst !> "

"PetPet" 4 That'sThats' the governgovern-govern-
ment

.-

"ment
"KmdKmd"KindKind"Kmdof"Kindof" of hard tuto get at ,

"

SlkvayugakSikvayugak smIled .

"ButBut" where were uurour fatherfathersfathers-
beforebefore the government canlecame I\I(\Id-

emanded
ins? "

demanded Jacklack AhgookAhgook-
"There

Ahgook-
"Theret"ThereThere"TheretTheret" ' "
For as long as anyone 10in thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage can remember , their fa-fafa-

thers
fa-

thers
-

thers and forefathers consideredconsidered-
the

considered-
thethe whole North Slope theIrs .

They roamed at will , followlOgfollowingfollowlOg-

the
following-

thethe canboucaribou , and the only boundbound-bound-
ries

.-

nesries they knew were sea and sky .

Now they must talktalkin10in termsterms-

of
terms-

ofof little townships , surface andand-

subsurface
and-

subsurfacesubsurface nghtsrights . ItItISIS no easyeasy-

thmg
easy-

thingthmgthing to accept , but those whowho-

opposed
who-

opposedopposed the settlement Meare qUietqUiet-
now

quiet-
nownow . The whole village seemsseems-

anxIous
seems-

anxiousanxIous to do their best by thethe-

new
the-

newnew rules .

fill:: LAST Ol-OlOf-Of-OlnilOfFill- nilFillnilI-

NDEPFNDlN
Fill-

INDEPFNDENrSINDEPFNDlNINDEPFNDENrSINDEPFNDENrS-

The

: rs

The Anaktuvuk lSk1l1l0SEskimos: werewere-

the
were-

thethe last of the mdependentindependents whowho-

kept
who-

keptkept thentheir nomadic lifestyle longlong-

after
long-

afterafter other hklmosEskimos adopteadoptedadopted-
whiteman'swhltemanwhiteman'swhitemans' wayways andandsettledoCtsettledsettled-

down
! tIedtIed-

downdown
downIn

In the late '40s , Sig WlenWienWlen-

picked
Wien-

pickedpicked the Pass as a good landmglandinglandmg-
spot

landing-
spotspot to supply DrDr.. LaurenceLaurence-
Irvmg

Laurence-
IrvingIrvmgIrving who was studymgstudying bIrdbIrd-

migratIOn
bird-

migrationmigratIOn 10in the area with SimonSimon-

Paneak
Simon-

PaneakPaneak , a local EskimoEskimo-
Later

Eskimo-
LaterLater traders encouraged set-setset-

tlement
set-

tlement
-

tlement of Natives who some-somesome-

times
some-

times
-

times campedcampednearbynearby . A postpost-
office

post-
officeoffice was establishedestablishedinIn the 50s'S0sS0s'S0s-

and

' 50s-

andand finally , min 1961 , the statestate-

bUilt
state-

builtbUilt a school..
Most of the adults 10in the areaarea-

had
area-

hadhad had no chance to attendattend-
school

attend-
schoolschool and didn'tdidnt' learn lnghshEnglishlnghsh-
untIl

English-

until
:

untIl late 10in hfelife . They knewknew-

education
knew-

educationeducation was Important but ItIt-

was
it-

waswas to cost them more thdnthan thethe-

aver
the-

averageaveraveragedge cItizencItizen-

Before
citizen-

BeforeBefore the school , whole lam-lamfam-famlam-

Illes

fam-

ilies
-

Illesilies campedcampedin10in the wlOterwinter , mov-movmov-

109

mov-

ing

-

109ing wIth the game dndand hvmgliving IIIinII-

Isnug

in-

snugsnug tents hnedlinedhnedwithlinedwithwith canboucaribou furfur-

No
fur-

NowNo\\NoNowNoII\\ ' II IS not possible to taketake-

youngsters
take-

youngstersyoungsters out of school to hunthunt-

and
hunt-

andand families must stay tuto tolkctaketolkc-

care
take-

carecare of them .

SETTLEMENT CAUSESCAUSES-

PROBLEMS
CAUSES-

PROBLEMSPROBLEMSPROBLEMS-

TheThe game soon learned toto-

detour
to-

detourdetour the village and good hunt-hunthunt-

mg
hunt-

ing

-

mging IS now 40 to 60 miles oft ItIt-

cosh
It-

costscoshcosts dboutabout $101101$ fi ( pluplus!> oiloildndoilanddndanddnd-

Continued

and-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)
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\ tContinuedContinued( from page 1)1)

mamtenancemaintenance ) to run . snow ma-mama-

chine
ma-

chine

-

chine for three hours so ItSItS-

expensIVe

its-

expensiveexpensIVe to hunt and deficitdeficit-
spendmg

deficit-
spendingspendmgspending to come home emptyempty-
handed

empty-
handedhanded .

The willow supplysup ly , that onceonce-

seemed
once-

seemedseemed ample forforheatheatheat
, gave outout-

m
out-

inmin the mld-60smld60smid-60smid-- and fuel 011oil runsruns-

between
runs-

betweenbetween $7474$ and $6464$ for a 5555-

gallon
55-

gallongallon drum (which won'twont' lastlast-

the
last-

thethe average family a month . )

Anaktuvuk is colder than sur-sursur-

roundmg
sur-

rounding
-

roundmgrounding country and the willowwillow-

supply
willow-

supplysupply IS 40 miles away .

AuAir freight IS 20 cents a poundpound-
from

pound-
fromfrom Fairbanks ; 50 cents aa-

pound
a-

poundpound to ship a snow machmemachine .

Currently a tractor needed toto-

main
to-

maintainmainmaintaintam the airstnpairstrip IS beingbeing-

repaired
being-

repairedrepaired m FaubanksFairbanks and thethe-

lowest
the-

lowestlowest esttn1ateestimate to ship it to near-nearnear-

by
near-

by
-

by Bettles ( to be driven min ) IS

$2,3002300$ , .

There IS confusIOn about thethe-

status
the-

statusstatus of the amtnpairstrip . Who ISI-
Sresponsible

is-

responsibleresponsible for maintenancemaintenance9maintenance9-
The

?

The stnpstrip lies wlthmwithin the town-towntown-

ship
town-

ship
-

ship of Anaktuvuk whichwhichmcorwhichincormcor-mcorincor-incormcor-

porated
incor-

porated
-

porated as a fourthfourthclassclass city min
1957 However , the Bureau ofof-

Land
of-

LandLand Management leasedleasedItIt toto-

Wlen
to-

WienWlenWien min 1964 for 20 years at $1010$10-

a
$

a year
yearThe

The runway IS ample forfor-

Wlen's
for-

Wien'sWlen'sWlensWien'sWiens' small mallmail planes whichwhich-

run
which-

runrun tWice weekly , but the hnelinehne-

can't
line-

can'tcan'tcant' be expected to want toto-

maIn
to-

maintainmaInmaintaintam addItIOnal runway forfor-

large
for-

largelarge planes the villagers maymay-

charter
may-

chartercharter to beat the alfair freightfreight-

rate
freight-

raterate
rateThe

The vJlagevillage! has no sewer sys-syssys-

tem
sys-

tem
-

tem That wasn'twasnt' a problemproblem-
with

problem-
withwith just a few famIlies butbut-

today
but-

todaytoday there are 134 residentsresidents-
and

residents-
andand more plan tuto move min tlmthisthis-

summerummersummer
ummerTheresummerThere

There Iis nuno electrIcity andand-

luel
and-

fuelluelfuel torfur a Coleman( ole man lantern rumrunsrum-

aboul
runs-

aboutaboulabout s2<; 22020 a gallongallo-
nl

gallon-

UnderlyinglnderlymgUnderlying all thethesee woewoes Iisis-

thethe problem ofofincomemcomeincome . In daydaysdays-

whenwhen they were on Ihethe move ,

the Anaktuvuk people had lIttlelIttle-

need
little-

needneed lorfor money Now , min thethe-

lace
the-

facelaceface of fuelfuelandand food bJlsbills! withwith-

no
with-

nono mduindustrytry , welfare seems thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly optIOnoptIOn-
Atomic

option-
AtomicAtomic radiatIOn IS an addi-addiaddi-

tIOnal

addi-

tional
-

tIOnal worry . The people stIlistillstIli-

live

still-

livelive almost exclusively on a call-callcari-caricall-
bou

cari-
bou

-

bou diet.. The canboucaribou feedfeedononon-

lichens
on-

lichenslichens which pick up radl3tlonradiationradl3tlon-
from

radiation-
fromfrom the aIr In the '60s whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe ' RussIans were dOIng a lot ofof-

Atomic
of-

AtomicAtomic testing , the AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
people

Anaktuvuk-
peoplepeople had the highest radialionradiationradialion-
count

radiation-
countcount in the Unites States .

Today the count is way downdown-

but
down-

butbut the Atomic Energy CommisCommis-Commis-
sion

.-
sion still monitors the village-villagevillage-

partly
village-

partly
-

partly , it'sits'' suspected , for publicpublic-
relations

public-
relationsrelations and partly to watchdogwatchdog-
further

watchdog-
furtherfurther atomic blasts by RussiansRussians-
and

Russians-
andand Red Chinese .

A PLUS FOR THE PEOPLEPEOPLE-

OnOn the plus side are the Anak-AnakAnak-

tuvuk
Anak-

tuvuk
-

tuvuk people themselves . They'reTheyreThey're-
a

'

a bright , lively group with highhigh-

standards
high-

standardsstandards of honesty . Liquor ISI-
Soutlawed

is-

outlawedoutlawedoutlawedinmin the village but resl-reslresi-resiresl-
den

resi-
dents

-

dendentsts take It min good graces andand-

there
and-

therethere IS little ( ififanyany ) bootleggmgbootlegging .

There IS also a hIgh premiumpremium-
onon c1eanlmesscleanliness ,. An AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
glfl

Anaktuvuk-
girlglflgirl would sooner meltmeltIceIce toto-

wash
to-

washwash her hair at 50 below , thanthan-
let

than-
letlet It go dirty .

Village life IS fnendlyfriendly withwith-

lots
with-

lotslots of VISitIng and commumtycommunitycommumty-
actiVities

community-
activitiesactiVities like church , bingo andand-

movies
and-

moviesmovies . Because of thIs , manymany-
parents

many-
parentsparents feel it is a better place toto-

raise
to-

raiseraise a family than the city .

Youngsters must go out1outside> lde toto-

ugh
to-

high/ughughhigh/ school but It'SItS' hopedhopedahoped-
ninth

hoped-
ninth

a

ninth grade program will be es-eses-

tablished
es-

tablished
-

tablishedtablishedinmin the village soon .

Bachelors greatly outnumberoutnumber-
the

outnumber-
thethe smglesingle girls min Anaktuvuk andand-

keepmg
and-

keepingkeepmgkeeping the hlgllhigh school missesmisses-
home

misses-
homehome might help solve that prob-probprob-

lem
prob-

lem
-

lem , too .

FUTURE OPTIONSOPTIONS-

InIn the mid-60smid60s- , two Anaktu-AnaktuAnaktu-
vuk

Anaktu-
vuk

-

vuk hunters made umqueunique masksmasks-

for
masks-

forfor an Eskimo dance out ofofcanofcarlcancarl-carlcarl-

iou

.-

IOU tudeshides Outsiders boughtbought-
them

bought-
themthem and orders came min forfor-

more
for-

moremore Now most of the villagersvillagers-

have
villagers-

havehave learned to make the masks .

It\ItIt'sItsIthoped\' hoped that a central market-marketmarket-
Ing

market-
ing

-

Ing agency can be foundfoundandand thatthat-

the
that-

thethe mdustryindustry will grow .

There'sTheres' also a growmggrowing tOUDSttouristtOUDS-
ttrade

tourist-
tradetrade . For the last two years ,

InInteriorterIor Airlines has IncludedIncluded-
Anaktuvuk

included-
AnaktuvukAnaktuvukAnaktuvukonon Its North SlopeSlope-

tour
Slope-

tourtour and hunters like to VISit ,

too . Recently David MeklandMekianaMekland-

outfitted
Mekiana-

outfittedoutfittedoutfitteda a little house which hehe-

rents
he-

rentsrents lorfor overnIght accommoda-accommodaaccommoda-
tIon

accommoda-
tion

-

tIon It'sIts' small but clean andand-

snug
and-

snugsnug and he hopehopes to enlarge IIitII-

thl
it-

thisthlthis summer..

Lastly , there IS the landlandclaimsclaimsclaims-

settlement
claims-

settlementsettlement No one'sones' over-opti-overoptioveropti-
mistic

overopti-
mistic

- -

mistic but there'stheres' talktalkofof oJoil! ,

goldgoldandand copper deposits whichwhich-

mIght
which-

mightmIght turn up on village selec-selecselec-

tions
selec-

tions
-

tions
tionsUnder

Under current census figuresfigures-

Anaktuvuk
figures-

AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk will be allowed toto-

select
to-

selectselect three townships . If theythey-

can
they-

cancan prove they had just threethree-

more
three-

moremore residents than the censuscensus-
listed

census-
listedlisted , they'lltheyll' qualify for four .

The future holds a lot ofof-

"jfs
of-

"ifs"jfsjfs"ifsifs" " . The village has beenbeen-

caught
been-

caughtcaught squarely in the huge tran-trantran-

sition
tran-

sition
-

sition from traditions that stoodstood-
for

stood-
forfor centuries and the 20th cen-cencen-
tury

cen-
tury

-

tury with all its red tape . ButBut-
the

But-
thethe spirit of the people is goodgood-
and

good-
andand with a little luck they willwill-
fInd

will-
findfInd the best of both worlds..


