Cooperation in the Native commuﬁ!!y

Leaders express hope for ‘1991’ bill

by Patty Ginsburg
for the Tundra Timas

As the U5, Congress convenes this
week, representatives of both tribal
and] corporate interests appear mt leust
voutiously optimastic about the pro-
spects for passage of 1991 amend-
ments 1o the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act

The source of optimmsm seems 1o be
a_combination of cooperation in the
MNalive community, an early start with
the new congressional session amd a
different politioal profile in Congress

One of the first pieces of legislation
ter be introduced in the new session i
last year's House version of the 1991
amendments, designed to help Alaska
MNatives protect their lands, maintain
control of the ANCSA corporations
und provide for Natives barn after the
settlement act was signed in 1971

I'm an eternal optimist,”” saul
Morris Thompson of Doyon Ll oo
chnrman of the Alaska Federation of
Matives. I feel that ull the Native
orgamzations will recogmize the im-
portance of these tssues, and we'll
come 1o an understanding so that our

differences don’t divide us. "’

AFN's plan, Thompson sad, s o
reintrochace, with few if any chanees,
the version passed by the House last
Yeur.

“We don't want (o tinker with it 1o
much since the House already wuﬂ:d
i, und magor changes in the House
comld jeopardize the commitment of
Huouse members to pass it oul aguain.
he said.

Although proposed technicul
changes 1o the Wl could be added
while it's still in the House, Thomp-
son sid any  substantive  changes

agreed to by the Native communiny
would hikely be added after the hill
reaches the Senate.

“Then, if the bill gets 10 the Senate
carly enough — hopetully by mid-
summer — then it could go on 1o 4
conference commitiee [0 iron ol any
differences between the wo v
sions, " he sad

Under AFN's anticipated timeline.,
the bill would go to Presdemt Reagan
for signature no later than September

Thompson sl the Aluskin Natve

(Conninusd on Page Sovani

|

E LY



Corporate, tribal leaders work together

(Continuad from Paga Cna)

Coalition s involved in the process,

“Owar goal 15 (o work with the ANC
carly 1o come 1o an ogreement 5o we
cam put # bill through this yeur. We
all realize we need legislation 1o denl
with 1991 and the children borm afier
1971, Thme 15 becoming our enemy, ™
he said

An anorney representing the Alaska
Native Coalinon echoes Thompson's
desire for unity. Bob Anderson of the
Native American Rights Fund said
ANC agrees with the approach.

“"There's never been substantive
disagreement over content,”” Ander
son said. ' Rather, the problem was
with the process amd the gquestion of
whether 10 take what we could from
the Senme last year or wail fiv
something better.

One of the key differences last year
arose over how the Senate’s version
of the bitl deslt with tribal sovereign
ty and the ability to trunsfer corporite
assets o nbal entities. .H.ilhlﬂ.l%lh AFN
undd the ANC had argued the hill was
neutral, the Senate balked and chang-
ed the language 10 make the transfer
of corparate assets almost impossibly
difficule

As Congress moved lowand ad
jourmument last full, debate raged o the
MNative commumty about whether to
accept the Senate’s version, despite
aignilicant problems ratsed by changes
the Senate made, or to hold ot for a
more acceptable bull,

The question was decided ar the
AFN Convention an Cetober when
delegates voted down the Senate ver-
siem by a 2-1o-1 margin

Fhe outeome of the November elic
tons in Congress bodes well for the

1991

process this tme around. One of the
major stumbling blocks in 1986 was
Imenor Deptiriment Secretary Donald
Howdel s influence on the Republican
comtrolled Senate

Hadel wiis a key player in develop-
ment of the Seaate’s changes i the
Bill, many of them strongly opposed
by the Native community

The Senate version, much Jonger
anid more compheated than the AFN-
endorsed House version, would have
Forced regional corprrutions o vote of
stock  restrictions and 1o pay  ofl
dissenters with stock or money. The
Senate version also ciarnied o stronger
disclimer on sovergign rights,

With Demovrats now in control of
the Semate. as well as the House,
Hodel doesn’t wield the enormous
climt he carned o the Repbulican
controlled Semare. That medans chantes
are better that the Senate s more hkely
o coneur with legislation passed by
the Democratic House

The timing 15 abso an advanage Hy
retntroducimg the 1991 amendiments w
the begmmng of the Tt Congress,
mtseaml ol mil-way  through,  the
Native community escapes the
pressure ereated by Congress prepar
ing (o adpourn, as oceurred last year

Despite the cautious optimism, there
i sl concern about other problems
that could arise

Roy Huhadorl, pressdent of Cook
Infet Region Inc. and o magor parnic
pant in the 1991 elfor, said attempts
o nttach new jssues to the legistution
vl creste  obstacles 10 smooth
Prlss e

TOne dunger would be f en-
vironmentulsts try to Link develop:
ment in the coastal plian of ANWER
(Arctic Natonal Wildlite Refuge) w
the 1991 bl Any efforts, whether by
covironmentalisis or tribal interests, o
ke intransigent desmands, might
pive us problems.”” Huhndor saud

O course, we e working hard 1o
aecammidate  reasomable provisions
sowghit by the Alaska Native Coalition
We want Lo accommokdate them o the
cxtent we can,”” he sad

Artarney Anderson sad the ANC's
chiel comcern s "o make sure the
trebued optaonn o neutral; to make sure
Fandd can be transferred without strings
attwched ™

He sud ANC s also concerned
abont the absence of protecton sgaimst
comdemminon of lnds translerred o
a tnhal entiny

CCondemnation™ is the right of o
wwvernnient (o take privately owned
and for public purpose

Do Mitchell, an attormey for AFN,
said only Natve lands within natonal
parks or refuges have any protection
From condemnation, and even m those

cases, the protection s only panal

State government refuses to give up
that nghi of condemnation, so ANC
SA lands are even now sulbyject 1o i
The propesed 19T Tegislation does not
address the skue.

The legislation expected to be tein
trilueed i the House soon includes
PTOVESIONE 1

= Atommtically extend suwk restrw
Phivins, IJI'II'.."-'- | I,'I'IFPI'I'TE‘"HH'I L
stureholders vote w remove then

*Allow corporations to have thew
shiarcholders viste on parmcipation of
Nutives borm atber Dec. 19, 1971 pro
vibe specinl benefits o elders, add
Natives who nussed the orniginal
enrollment; ssoe new classes of sk
trunsfer land and other assets 1w othis
orpganizations such as non-profits,
cooperutives, TRA  and  traditional
village comncils, purchase stk from
shiréholders who wish 1o sell, and 1o
provide Tor dissenters” rights inover
o wircumstances and o lmit the
vishues of those dissenters” nighis o
pratect the reoaiming shareholders,

*Preserve the begal sttus guoo on ' the
SOVETEIENEY. Essui

*Extend protections wooandeveloped
lanchs o enstire agamst oss through
tuxation ar orher means

*Prowect the U5, governmaent frou
any muoney damages due o dourn i
s resulting Feom the Tegistiton

One proviston: removed frome the
legaslanon would  bave  allowed
Il."b!li'lllu'll l.'llr'l.'ll."'i.lltl!l'l"u, e Bl al
shureholders, 1o transter the subs
Toce estute wnder villiage lands (o the
owner of the surbace lands. An AFN
e on the legisiation sad that pro
viston wis removed bodiause ol cong
plhcitione, abolt U EPCL O e e e
shivrimng



