ANCSA video series

To the editon

Fiftoen years ago, Presidnet Richand
Nixvon signed the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act into law. The
act had, and continues 1o have, far
reaching elfects on our state.

Through ANCSA, the lederal
govermment felt it had reached o fur
wnel qust setdement with  Alaska
MNuatives over their claim o land in
Alaski. Tt set up Native corporations;
pumped a billion dollars oo the
ecomiimy |, and turmed <4 nullion acres
of  land over 1w the Native
COTpOrativon..

With the sigming ol the act, Con
struction began on the Trans-Alaska
ol pipeline; the state was able 1o con
tinwe s selecnon of millions of seres
of Tand, s the way wis pavedd for the
Aluska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act

Tohay, Alaska Nutives foce o series
ol importam decisions as a result of
AN(‘SA. Whit can be done sbout the

“New Nuative situntion where many
yvinng Nutive people are excluded
fromn the benefits of ANCSA?

How will Natives deal with stock
amd taxation protections that end in
19917

These are questions that must be
answered o ensare that the act does

what it was intended o do, keep the
lund and corporations in Native hands,
now and i the future

More education about ANCSA s
needed 1l Natives, and others, are (o
fuce the decisions of woday. Bul, few
ANCSA muolerinls exist that are rele-
vam 1o both young people and the pre
sent midult Native population

Toomeer this need, a video senis
and avcompanying print materials are
uviilable trom the Northwest Arclic
Television Center in Kotzebue, The
video series explains the hstorical
events thit led 10 passage of the at,
critical information wbout the act itsell
and future sues and options Tl
Alaska Natives,

While the video series wis design
ed for high school students, 11 15 also
suitable lor a general audience. Ac
conmipamied by o teacher’s guide und
selected student readings, the packape
s i whole gives the user good infor
mntion on all aspecis of ANCSA
Lacge kits of these matenials have been
distributed free (o every sehool district
m the state

Thank you Hor your time. Happy
Hulidays!

Bob Walker
K otrebue

State seeks proposals

To the editor:

Alaska State Parks 15 ready (o open
the doors o one of Alaskn’s most
fascinsting historical romdhouses. Built
i 1M thas three story log structure
overlooks the Tanana River ina serene
setting that transports the visitor back
in time to the pioneer days on the early
THN)'s,

Restoration work on the roadhouse
and several out-buildings has been
completed, and the state s now seek-
ing proposals from individuals and
firms interested in conCession operi-
tion of the roadhouse and other park
thcilimes.

Thr: rk 15 located ar Big Delta, on
the Bichardson and Alaska H|ghwu;-,r-¢
It is pnn ol the Alaska Stale Park
System, and the Roadhouse is on the
MNational Register of Historic Places.
Several butldings have been complete-
Iy restored, however, some commer
cial facilities must be installed in order
10 begin a concession tiom.

* Proposals for the contract must in-
clude a working roadhouse with over-
night lodgi gift shop and simple
meals served (o overnight guests and
visitors. The park must be open to the
general public for wours, however, a
fee may be charged by the conces
siomer for those tours. All commercial
activities must enhance the themes of

the park

A minimuem estimated investment of
50,000 o 100,000 8 park m-
provements and inventory will be
necessary to begin opetation under this
contract. Major construction work
must e completed on the sepuic
system ind on the kitchen facilities ac
cording to plans approved by the divi-
sion. Plans for other capital im
provements mst be submined wath the
proposals

There will be an on-site pre
proposal conference held at the Big
Delta State Historical Park on Jan. 21
froum noon until 3 p.m.

All persons or lirms interested in the
consession comtrct are asked to anend
this conference or make other ar-
rangements to inspect the park
premises,

The deadline for proposal submis
sion is Feh. 18 at 5 p.m. at the Fair-
banks office, 4114 Airport Way i
Fairbanks,

Thank you for your imercst in
Alaski Shll: Park concession oppor-
unitics. We look forward 1o receiv-
ing your proposials on this and other
state park projects in the future.

Neil €. Johannsen, directo
Dhivision of Parks
andd Owtdoor Recreation



