Cowper establishes holiday
to honor Martin Luther King

Guov. Steve Cowper has establish-
ed Jun. 19 as & legal Alaska holiday
to honor slain civil rights leader Mar-
tin Luther King

Cowper, who used his powers of ex
ceutive proclomation 1o establish the
holiday for 1987, also ordered legisla
tion drafted 1w create the third Mon-
day in January us the King holiday on
u permanent basis. The measure will
be infroduced n the upcoming session
of the Legislature

A large percentuge of Alaskans (o
duy weren't even born whon Dy, King
made his greatest contributions, ' he
s, " They need o know how things
were before he came on the scene and
how one man armed only with the
power of moral persuasion helped o
muke us g better nation ™

Cowper's action means all state
emplovees will recerve i legal holiday
on Jan. 19 Congress already has
created o holiday for federnl workers
on that duy, and privale employers
may grant holidays o their employees

us they desire

Cowper said . . .
Alaskans should
dedicafe the time to
King's memory and (o
his accomplishments.

—

Cowper sid thit rather than view
mF, the day ox an extra day off work,
Alnskans should dedicate the 1ime o
King's meémory and to his
weeomplishments.

King, who wis born in Atlanis Jan
15, 1929, began his activism in 1955
us the pastor of & Montgomery, Ala .
Haptist church., From that humble
beginming tw his lewdership of the civil
rights movement, King dedicated
himsell o a principal of nonviolence
from which he never wavered.

On April 4, 1968, while standing on
a motel balcony in Memphis, King
wiats shist tis death




