Villagers voice
fishing concerns
to Gov. Cowper

by A.J. McClanahan
Tundra Times pabiiaher

TOKS00K BAY — Fishermen in
this  Southwestern  Alaska  village
Frl:scnlcd their concerns about
isheries issues Thursday 10 Gov
Steve Cowper, who traveled to the
village to Listen 10 local residents

Cowper and his wife Michael toured
Bethel and Toksook Bay in o whirl-
wind trip t0 Southwestern Aloaska,
mmed st gathering commomy from
rural Alnskans

"1 promised in 1986 1oty 10 make
sure you get fish, pol outsiden,””
Cowper told Toksook Bay residents in
o meeting in the village Thursday
afternoon, “*Outside fishermen have
iy business being in this fishery ™

Cowper wias referring o concerns
about the Nelson Island herring hishery
riised by Tocal fishermen, Toksook
Bay residents are meeting with of-
ficials of the state Limited Entry Com-
mission o discuss the possibility of in-
itiming a limited entry permit system
for the herring fishery.

Creating o limited entry  permit
system would allow only pust par-
 tpants of the fishery wrootuin per-
(Comtinusd on Page Flvw)



eToksook Bay fishermen raise concerns about outsiders
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mits, which would include current
liarge fishing interests from outside the
aren, But it would prevent new ones
froom coming . according 1o Phil
Smith, limited entry commissioner

Smuith was alsont the Toksook Bay
gathering. and planned 1o meet with
villagers following Cowper’s visit to
discuss their concerns in more detail

Smitih told villagers a J:Ilm system
tlted oward local residents can be
employed by the state if a limited en-
try flishery 18 started

Toksook Bay fisherman Jue Ther:
chik told the governor that village

clders” hearts have been broken since
Jarge Outside fshing interests have
begun exploating the fishery. **This
conintry % my country.” Therchik
il

Local fishermen also complained
about the fact that this year the herr-
i hishery has only two three-hour
fhing penods, Large boats can haul
i up o 20 wns during each period,
they said, while the local fishermen are
cky o get three amd o hall tons in
that time

Cowper offered no immedinte solu-
tions to the villagers, but he said he
waontld do everything he could o help

them

I came o histen,”” he said

The goyernor also met with
fishermen in Bethel, asx well as the
Bethel Chamber of Commerce. The
mesd common complaint in Bethel was

abowt burenucratic red wpe and the

need for state government to st help
ing small business owners .

Addressing the Chamber of Com:
merce. Cowper saild he believes the
worst of the state’s budget woes huve
mw:-.l and that his administration will

focusing o stability,

“The problem is that oo one was

planning while the oil money was

pouring in,"" he smd. CIv was
construction-based cconomy "

He said he will be working on pro-
grams amed at creating jobs  for
Alnsbeans, particularly in rural Alasks

“There dre people out of work all
ewer this state.”" he said

Cin the plane back to Anchorage,
Cowper discussed o trip he hopes to
tuke to Siberia. in coordination with
D, Ted Mala, who is working on
Stberin- Alaska exchanges of informa-
tiom on Northern health issues

Cowper said the trip is only in the
plinning stage al this point, and he will
release further details later



