Northwest Arctic
Borough marks

first anniversary
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The Norhwest Arctic Borough,
based in Kotzebue, recently celebrated
iy first anniversary.

The borough, which has been fac-
ing an unemployment rate of 60 per-
cent, signed a 14-year service contract
with Cominco Alaska Inc. las
February., The conirict makes
nvailable almost 526 million 10 the
borough in service funds,

Cominco will be developing a mu-
jor lead-zinc mine in the borough,
which will provide a big boost to the
local economy.

Maj. Gen. John Schacffer of
K was the first mayor of the
borough, and now is the commissioner
of the De m of Military and
Veteruns Affairs.

""Gen. Schaeffer did a real good job
of getting the staff put r,"" said
Jefl Smith, assistant to the mayor, 'l
think the general’s greatest ac-
complishment was putting the
borough's philosophy down in
concrete. "’

The current administration — head-
ed by Mayor Chuck Oreene — con-
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of each person.”

““The continuing task of the borough
will be to develope alternative
resources for revenue, without raising
taxes,”" sald Smith when askéd aboul
the borough’s future,

"We're facing poor economic con-
ditions up there,”' he said, **and be-

iH'_- burden on the taxpayers is ne




