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CHIEF'SCHIEFS' GRAVE - Chief Attungowruk of Point Hope commandcommand-command-
ed

¬-

ed great influence during his time and for many , many years afterafter-

his

after-

hishis death in 1889 . He also commanded respect of White whalerswhalers-
Attungowruk

whalers-
AttungowrukAttungowruk established a demarcation line to the south of whichwhich-

those
which-

thosethose whalerswh'alerswhalers'
were restricted after some incursions into the EskiEski-Eski-

mos

Eski-

mos

¬-

mos whaling waters .. The demarcation line was honored . StandingStanding-
atat right of the grave is the editor of the Tundra TimesTi mes ,. the Chief'sChiefsChief's-

greatnephew
Chief's-

greatnephew

'

great-nephewgreatnephew- .
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C"iCiChief
SurvivalChief" f SetSetisSets WhaliWhalingWIialing DellDejnarcationDemarcation! rcation Line

.

11-

Editor's(Editor'sEditors' NpteNQteNote ;: Peter Koo-KooKoo-

nooyak
Koo-

nooyak
Koo-

nooyak
--

nooyak , 93 years young and aa-

patriarch
a-

patriarchpatriarch ofofpoiofpoitPointPoiptt Hope , hash s rere-rere-

corded
re-

corded
¬-

, corded a tape narratingU'ratingUratingnFratingn' thethecurcurcur-cur-

rent
¬.-

rent of events thathat took placeplace-
when,\ when Chief AttungowrukAttupgowrukAttu gowruk of thatthat-
village

that-
villagevillage was murjderedmumuidered'

,dered in 1889 .

Peter talks in classic Eskimo andand-

some
and-

somesome of the words he uses havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen forgotten by this editoreditor-

due
editor-

due
,'

due to his lonjilnton() absence awayaway-
from

away-
fromfrom hisl s native languageanguage . PeterPeter-

uses
Peter-

usesuses big EskimpEskinWEskim9 words and thisthis-

II!' writer will have 1o0o seek the helphelp-

of
help-

ofof another EskimoEskirhoEskirtlo to interpretinterpret-
Peter's

interpret-
Peter'sPeter'sPeters' tape-recordedtaperecordedtapetape-recotapereco-. recordedrecordednarrationdeddednarrationnarrationnarration-

of
narration-

ofof the murder oifof ChiefClef AttunAttun-Attun-
gowruk

Attun-
gowruk

¬-

gowruk before Completingdompleting thethe-

story
the-

storystory of theth famous man .

In the meantime the writerwriter-

has
writer-

hashas heard a tidbit fromfrbm ChesterChester-
Seveck

Chester-
SeveckSeveck of KotzebueKotzepueKotzOue , while inin-inin-

quiring
in-

quiring
¬-

quiring about thet e legendarylegendary-
Chief

legendary-
ChiefChief .. The following is the acac-acac-

count
ac-

count
¬-

count of how thejChiefthetheChief\ChiefChief\Chief exercisexercis-exercis-
ed

exercis-
ed

¬-

ed authority as relatedre ated by ChesChes-Ches-

ter
Ches-

ter
¬-

ter Seveck . ) !
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By HOWARD ROCKROCK-
Times

ROCK-
Times

ROCK-
TimesTimes EditorEditor-

There

Editor-

ThereThere is a strangely persid-persidpersis-persispersid-

tent
persis-

tent
persis-

tent
-

tent trend among the peoplep ople ofof-

Poin
of-

PointPointPoint Hope to eulogize the famfam-fam-

ous
fam-

ous
¬-

ous , or infamous , Chief AttunAttun-Attun-
gowruk

Attun-
gowruk

¬-

gowruk of that village who waswas-

murdered
was-

murderedmurdered in hate and revenge in
1889 . His deeds , especially in hishis-

later
his-

laterlater years , would hardly qualifyqualify-
the

qualify-
thethe ChiefCWef for such eulogy for hehe-

has
he-

hashas been credited with the murmur-mur-
der

mur-
der

¬-

der of four persons , includingincluding-
Kinuwanna

including-
KinuwannaKinuwanna , his favorite wife .

In spite of hisWs cruel deeds ,

his good ones seem to be in thethe-

process
the-

processprocess of superseding his badbad-

ones
bad-

onesones .

"InIn" spite of everything , AtAt-AtAt-

tungowruk
At-

tungowruk
¬-

tungowruktungowrukwaswas really '" a finefine-

man
fine-

manman ."
This remarkremar k is frequentlyffrequently-

heard
re quen tlytly-

heardheard among the older people atat-

Tikiqaq
at-

TikiqaqTikiqaq (point(Point
.

HopeHbpeH pe ). EvertEvenEven-

younger
Even-

youngeryounger people have come toto-

agree

to-

agreeagree that he was .

The incident about to be toldtold-

may
told-

maymay have been one of severalsevera-

lthat

severa-

lthatthat helped him to be regardedregarded-
asas a finefme man because he did itit-

for
it-

forfor the benefit of hisWs people .

Generous ManMan-

Chief

Man-

ChiefChiefCWef Attungowruk was gengen-gen-

erous
gen-

erous
¬-

erous , there is no question ofof-

that
of-

thatthat . He was kind , especially toto-

orphans
to-

orphansorphans and old people . He alsoalso-

seemed
also-

seemedseemed to have been possessedpossessed-

ofof a natural business acumenacumen-
J

-
whichwWch he utilizedutized to amass aa-

considerable
a-

considerableconsiderable fortune .
.'

'":,'HeHe.Heate'. was a smart businessbusiness-
marl

business-
manmanmarl and he was fair in his deal¬., .

ings," said Eebrulik Rock , AtAt-At-

tungowruk's
<-,

, tungowruk'stungowruks' great nephew . "HeHe"He-
had'stocks

"He-
had

"
hadhad'stockshadstocks;'

, stocks of firearms as wellwell-

as
well-

asas aammunitionJununition . He would tradetrade-
these

trade-
thesethese for furs from the peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof his village . WhenWlenWl en shipsslips arrivedrrivedarrived-
in

rrived-
inin spring and summer , he would ,.

sell the furs to white . people ."
Great WhalerWhaler-

The
Whaler-

TheThe Chief'' wasonewaswas--oneone-. one of thethe-

fmest
the-

finestfinestfmest whalers in TikiqaqTikiqaqalsoalso .

Ith has been heard more thanthan-
once

than-
onceonce that he was a potentpotent-
ahngatkuq

potent-
ahngatkuqahngatkuq (medicine man ) andand-

that
and-

thatthat his people believed that thisthis-

was
this-

waswas the reason why he was sucsuesuc-suc-

cessful
¬.-

cessful as.aasa. whaler .

In Attungowruk'sAttungowruksAttung wruk'swruks' day , baba-ba-

leen
ba-

leen
¬-

leen was in great demand as aa-

necessary
a-

necessarynecessary product in the manumanu-manu-
facture

¬.-

facture ofof'corsettesofcorsettes' corsecorsettesttes since thatthat-
item

that-
itemitem was the high fashion of thethe-

day
the-

dayday for the miladymilad inill the WestWest-West-

ern
West-

ern
¬-

ern Civilization . The Chiefhief concon-con-

sistently
con-

sistently
¬-

sistently acquired ample supsup-sup-

plies
sup-

plies
¬-

plies of baleen and since thatthat-
product

that-
productproduct brought high prices , thethe-

money
the-

moneymoney it brought was considerconsider-consider-
able

consider-
able

¬-

able .

Along with the acquisition of '

wealth Attungowruk also acac-acac-

quired
ac-

quired
¬-

quired intoxicating liquor andand-

consumed
and-

consumedconsumed it in such amountsamounts-
that

amounts-
thatthat it was to alter hisWs life drasdras-dras-

tically
¬.-

tically ._ What he did under its inin-inin-

fluence
in-

fluence
¬-

fluence was a great contributingcontributing-
factor

contributing-
factorfactor in his eventualeventualmurdermurdermurder-
while

murder-
whilewhile sleeping off a heavy boutboubout-
of

tt-

ofof drunkenness .

Not Pushed AroundAround-
Chief

Around-
ChiefChief Attungowruk had manymany-

good
many-

goodgood traits which he carried toto-

rus
to-

hishisrus death . One of these was thatthat-
he

that-
hehe was not a man to be pushedpushed-
around

pushed-
aroundaround . He had authority and hehe-

used
he-

usedused it to enforce his convictions .

In[ n his early years the ChiefCruefCruef-
must

Chief-
mustmust have noticed that treattreat-treat-
ment

¬.-

ment of the Eskimos was anyany-any-

thIng
any-

thing
¬-

thing but tolerable by the earlyearly-
white

early-
whitewhite whalers who came by thethe-

hundreds
the-

hundredshundreds to hunt theth baleenbaleen-
whale

baleen-
whalewhale , the bowhead . He apap-apap-

parently
¬.-

parently took action to rectifyrectify-
the

rectify-
thethe situation .

JabbertownJabbertown-
This

Jabbertown-
ThisThis may have been one ofof-

the
of-

thethe reasons why Chief AttungowAttungow-Attungow-
ruk

Attungow-
nik

¬-

ruknik gained respect from thethe-
white

the-
whitewhite whalers . Some oldtime EsEs-Es-

kimos
¬.-

kimos have said that his firmfirm-
stand

firm-
standstand caused JabbertownJabbettownaJabbettown, a small

settlement fivetive miles to the southsouth-
of

south-
ofof Point'HopePointHopeoint'HopeointHope''

, to be built wherewhere-

itit wawas$ . 1"he1heThe
" only evidence of itit-

today"ac
it-

todayaretodaytoday"actodayactodayare," , are( somesoniesome remains of thethe-

foundati
the-

foundatipnsfoundationsfoundatipnsfoundati ns of the buildingsbuilding'> .

. TJTiey'WheyWhey1hey.Jab1heyJab'
.
JabberedJabbered-

The
Jabbered-

The
redred-

TheThe Copulationspopulationspopulationspopulationsofof Jabber-JabberJabber-
town

Jabber-
town

Jabber-
town

-

town consistedonsisted of manymaflY nationnation-nation-
alities

nation-
alities

¬-

alities . There were NorwegiansNowegians{ ,

Swedes , Italians , Portugese , Ne-NeNe-

groes
NeNe-

.groes
Ne-

.groes
-.

-groesgroes-.groes.groes- -. , GermansG rmans , ChineseChineseJapan-ChineseJapanChineseJapan-
ese

, JapanJapan-Japan-
ese

,

, ¬-

ese , and ' Fnglishnglishmen-THenglishmenTHenglishmeo'THenglishmeoTHemen :; -' Thie SettleSettle-Settle-
ment

Settle-
ment

¬-
,

ment waswa\wawaappropriatelywas\ appropriately named .

As one cquldcould imagine ,, many lanlan-lan-

guages

lan-

guages

¬-

guages werewFrere spoken . An thusthus-
they

thus-
theythey jabbered in Jabbertown .

There werewereere hints thattha t somesome-

of
some-

ofof these >, people attemptedatuJmpted toto-

settle
to-

settlesettle at Tikiqaq at first but thethe-

Chief
the-

ChiefChief apparently objected . ThusThus-
the

Thus-
thethe settlement was made! fivefive-

miles

five-

milesmiles ,downdon*,
and the multi-Ian-multiIanmulti-lan-lanmultiIan-

guaged
multilan-

guaged
multilan-

guaged

- -

guaged men established a whalingwhaling-
community

whaling-
communitycommunity',

there ., Some of themthem-

married
them-

marriedmarried PojntPoint Hope womenwolhenwomen andand-

their
and-

theirtheir descendantsdesceQdantsdesceidants are now livingliving-

in
living-

ininin Alaska ,. i\i-

The

i-

TheThe attempt to settle in thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage of Tikiqaq is understandunderstand-understand-
able

understand-
able

¬-

able because the village , is andand-

was

and-

waswas , an idea }' location for a whalwhal-whal-
ing

whal-
ing

¬-

ing commurttiycommuJ'ltiycommuJltiycommuntiy,.' . It can be sursur-sur-

mised
sur-

mised

¬-

mised , with reasonable accuracyaccuracy-
perhaps

accuracy-
perhapsperhaps , that Clu'efCluefChiefCl 'ef AttungowAttungow-Attungow-
ruk

Attungow-
ruk

¬-

ruk had felt that the settlers werewewere-

encroaching
rere-

encroachingencroaching on his whaling watwat-wat-

ers

wat-

ers

¬-

ers and that some friction devel-develdevel-

ed
devel-

ed
devel-

ed

-

ed .

The Boundary LineLine-

"He

Line-

"He

Line-

"He"HeHe" told Jabbertown peoplepeople-
they

people-
theythey mustmust not whale in PointPoint-
Hope

Point-
HopeHope waters ,:"' said Chester SeSe-SeSe-

veck

Se-

veck

¬-

veck of Kotzebue . "HeHe" mademade-
boundary

made-
boundaryboundary line on ice and waterwater-
between

water-
between

!
between Point Hope and Jabber-JabberJabber-
town

Jabber-
town

Jabber-
town

-

town . Jabbertown people obeyobey-obey-
ed

obey-
ed

¬-

ed Attungowruk ."
The establishment of thethe-

boundarydemarcation
the-

boundarydemarcationboundary-demarcationboundarydemarcation- line necnec-nec-

essitated
¬.-

essitated the Jabbertown whalwhal-whal-
ers

¬.-

ers to go farther distance on thethe-

shore
the-

shoreshore ice ,, or anchored ice, toto-

reach
to-

reachreach open leads of water whilewWlewWle-

at
while-

atat TikiqaqTildgaq it was only about aa-

mile

a-

milemile to three miles out..
According to Seveck , once inin-

a

in-

aa while a wounded whale struckstruck-
by

struck-
byby the Jabbertown whalerswhalers-
would

whalers-
wouldwould swim into Point HopeHope-
waters

Hope-
waterswaters , since. that waswas the direcdirec-direc-

tion
direc-

tion
¬-

tion of migrating whales , atat-

wWch
at-

whichwhichwWch time Point Hopers wouldwould-
assist

would-
assistassist in killing it . This , of course ,

meant that the whale belongedbelonged-
toto the crew that firstrust struck thethe-

animal
the-

animalanimal including the baleen .

Point Hope whalers got their us-us-

ual share of muktuk and meatmeat-
for

meat-
forfor their help in the capture .

It was apparent that the ChiefCruefCruef-
made

Chief-
mademade the Jabbertown whalerswhalers-
follow

whalers-
followfollow the established whalingwhaling-
customs

whaling-
customscustoms of the TikiqaqmiutTikigagmiutTikiqaqmiu-
tpoint

Tikigagmiut-
Pointpoint((Point Hope people ).

Benefited His PeoplePeople-
The

People-
The

People-
TheThe boundary-demarcationboundarydemarcationboundarydemarcationl-

ine
-

line was honored and the ChiefChief-
had

Chief-
hadhad made it work.. AttungowrukAttungowruk-
waswas strongwilledstrongwillel! as well as phyphy-phy-
sically

phy-
sically

¬-

sically strong . He also had temtem-tem-

per
tem-

per
¬-

per and no one dared to cross

himWm . In[n spite of his unruly momo-mo-
ments

mo-
ments

-¬

ments his sense of fairness nevernever-
left

never-
leftleft him .

The line was imposed byby-

Chief
by-

ChiefChief Attungowruk for the benebene-bene-

fit

bene-

fit

¬-

fit of his people - tot protect thethe-

Tikiqaqmiut
the-

TikiqaqmiutTikiqaqmiut from encroachmentencroachment-
onon their accustomed whalingwhaling-

grounds
whaling-

groundsgrounds . This act , to uphold thethe-

welfare
the-

welfarewelfare of those under him , maymay-

have
may-

havehave beenbcen one of the rearea-rearea-

sons
rea-

sons
¬- ,

sons why Attungowruk is regardregard-rregard-

ed
gard-gardgard-

ed
¬-

ed "InIn" spite of everything , affr-
eally

*'
really fine man ."


