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Left to die on'the tundra
between Bethel and Nelson Is-
land over: 90 years ago as an in-
fant during a famine, Lucy Link,
an Eskimo from Bethel, Alaska,
has outlived her sons and bro-
thers and sisters. ;

A sister who could not bear
to see her die had no idea what
a great humanitarian act it was
when; she went back to get her
infant sister and stuck a piece of
seal ‘blubber in her. mouth to
keep her alive.

Since that day, Lucy had lived
through many good and bad
times, fed many -visitors from
outlying areas, housed pregnant
mothers awaiting the birth of a

child under care of the doctors

in Bethel, counseled' distraught
persons, and has been *“‘maure-
lug,”

. people.

Lucy, who haslived to see her
two great-great grandchildren and
maybe more, has been mother to

| ‘many people who aren’t gven're-

! lated to her — and a wonderful
. great-grandmother to me.

‘When she used to take care
of me as a baby, Lucy lived at

tour present fish camp site, five

miles north of Bethel, on the
Kuskowim River. There she and

her husband fished during the

summer and smoked fish for. the
long winter, picked berries, and
went hunting and trapping. .-
Today there are five-graves at
the camp, two of which are my
mother’s parents and the other
two Lucy’s sons. The: members
of my family use the camp dur-
ing the summer to carry on the
tradition® of smoking fish .for
winter. They also pick rhubarb,
high bush cranberries and blue-
berries, gather wild vegetables,
and maybe keep a small garden.
The camp is a place of many

_ memories, of the older days

when mail was brought by dog
team, when my mother’s parents
had a small store, when at Christ-
mas the freight did not arrive on
time, and when my mother’s par-
ents gave credit to customers
who wanted to buy presents
for their kids.

I remember all the good times
eating many kinds of Eskimo
food at my grandmother’s, es-
pecially whenever some: coastal
food was given to her by friends
and relatives from Nelson Island
— things like dried herring, fish
eggs, walrus, seal meat and oil,
birds and bird eggs.

The foods- we ate from the
Bethel area included Eskimo ice
cream (made of blueberries,
blackberries or salmonberries
with sugar, tallow and fish or
salmonberries mixed with seal
oil), moose meat, dried and
smoked salmon, whitefish, black-
fish, bear, rabbit, ptarmigan,
geese and ducks. '

The tastiest food then was
rotten salmon heads (“tepa™)
which had been left in a hole in
the ground for about ten days
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- Desplte Traglc Background Grandma Lucy Lives Good Life

cut a woman’s frostbitten feet
and calves off. Today, people

have an - easier time surviving, -

what ‘with ‘more modern - meth-

. eds’ of ‘keeping body and' soul -

‘togéther-available.

.- Since. 1 spent consxderable

time with Lucy as a child, her
industrious nature may have in-
deed rubbed off on me. She al-
ways seemed to be busy sewing
something, cleaning house, cook-
ing, making guests comfortable,

. or caring for people when sick.

LIVED A USEFUL LIFE — Left to die as a baby because of a ter-
rible. famine, Lucy Link was rescued by an older sister and is now
living-a fine life being.-a ‘‘grandmother’’ ‘even to youngsters and
young people who' are ‘not related to her.. To the author of this
story, she is **a wonderful Great-grandmother to me,"”

and covered with grass and dirt
and left to rot. We used to eat it
in Grandma's - smokehouse - in

.Bethel, but now health officials

say it is -bad. Even so, many
Eskimos have eaten it, and lived
for yearsonend. . -

My grandmother. used to sew
many furs,- making beautiful
parkas out of squirrels, rabbit,
moose, reindeer, mink, muskrat,
and decorated with strips of fur

or tassles of yarn and beads. In
the -olden days she used to make
rain coats and boots out of seal

intestines before rubber was in-'

troduced. She also made pants of
fur and mukluks to keep the feet
warm and to prevent the danger-
our frost bite.

. Lucy leamed the importance
of warm clothing. Once, when
Bethel was ‘in ‘its developing
stage, she had to assist a doctor
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‘She . loved people . for: what
they were and helped them in

.. any way possible — traditional

of the hospitable Eskimio spirit.
In the olden days people had to
help ‘each other on matters of'
survival.
Though Lucy spoke Esklmo
or. Yupik, fluently, she: under-
stood very little English.  For
many years; we had a difficult

" “time communicating as 1 under-

stood -only English, mostly be-
cause the missionaries had for-
bidden my. parents to speak Es-
kimo in school.

They had to relearn the lan-
guage after returning to-Bethel
and thought it best for the child-
ren to speak English, = '

So, oddly enough, it wasn't
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until coIIege that I plcked up
some of 'the : Eskimo language
af ter taking nine months of Yup-
ik. Upon going back: to. Bethel,
therefore, Lucy and I were able
o communicate much better. [
understood more of what she
said, though I could only speak
simple - words. or- senténces .in
‘Eskimo. fo "

i (Continued on Page 10)
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When you want the finest in oils for your
snowmachine, specify PENNZOIL Snowtnobile

oil.

rence.

Pennzoil Snowmobile Oil is compounded for top
porformance under the toughest conditions.
from pure Pennsylvania crudeoil and fortified with
EXCLUSIVE internal protection additives to protect
engines that operate at punishingly high temperatures,
in freezing weather conditions.

Pennzoil Snowmobile ‘Oil will eliminate the smoke
and plug fouling—make your engine last longer.
should- try it! . If you do, be sure to look for the diffe-

Distributed by AUTO PARTS SERVICE

600 East Gth Avenue
ANCHORAGE, ALASKAWI

Mail orders promptly filled. Telephone: 2724414
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WERE HELPING TO
 KeeP THe ARCTIC

GREEN.

During February and March of 1974, A.l.A,
airlifted 33 flights of building materials; fuel, .
and camp units for temporary housing to
Nuigsut, 200 miles east of Pt. Barrow. Which
was our way of helping Inupiat Builders pro-
.vide new, homes, a new clinic, school, store,
power plant, post office, jobs for more than
-30 men, and the kind of economy that will |
stay green long after the next snowflake falls.

alaska international air
P.O.'Box 3029, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701, Telex 090-35454




