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By HOWARD ROCKROCK-
Times

ROCK-
TimesTimes EditorEditor-

Although
Editor'Althoug-

h
Editor-

Although
'-
Although

A-

lthough
'
Although I didn'tdidnt' know whowho-

Itit was , I began to havebave aa terrible-
feeling

terrible-
feeling

terrible
feeling that somethingsometl ng was
wrong as I approachedapprQached our littllittl-
house, house ., My father , WeyahokWeyahoklWeyahokland

>, andand-
my

and-
mymy mother , KeshornaKesb rna , had pie-
ceded

prepre-
cededceded me going home . I . sasa-
them

N '
them workingwoiking over somethingsometWngsomething-
But

.

But 1I couldn'tcouldntcouldn ' rnakeq1akemake it out frofro-
a;, a distance .

IIranran to ' them and then II-

knew
I-

knewknew ! There , laying on hisls sideside-
waswaswas Nikka , my faithful friend ,
pal , and companion'Companion' . He followfollow-follow-
ed

¬.-
ed me with hisl s eyes and weakjyweaklyweakJy-
wagged

weakly-
waggedwagged hisms tail..

Nikka was our great lead dogdog-
and

dodo-
and

g
and he wasw S the pet of the family .,

He laid there apparently unableunable-
toto move ., I was shocked beyondbeyond-
words

beyond-
wordswords becauseNikka was coveredcovered-
wfth

covered-
withwithwfth blood . He had been terriblyterribly-
wounded

terribly-
woundedwounded .

Sunday GameGame-
ItIt was a Sunday late in June .,

We had gone to churchchutch thatthat-
morning

that-
morningmorning . FtItItwaswas a beautiful day .

Sunday games after the eveningevening-
meal

evening-
mealmeal had becomebecomecustomary-customarycustomary.customary-. inin-
the

in-
thethe village and that Sunday waswas-
no

was-
nono exception ., The younger peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple had taken sides tindllndand werewere-
playing. playing an Eskimo footballfootballgame

,
gamegame-

The
.

The people had gathered onon thethe-
south

the-
southsouth beach side of the village toto-
watch

to-
watchwatch the game .

When we went to the game ,
Nikka had followed along afterafter-
me

after-
meme as he always did., He hadhad-
stuck

had-
stuckstuck around for quite somesome-
time

some-
timetime . He could not follow me a-aa-

round
a-

round
a-

round
--

rounddartingheretoo wellwelIwelIasas I was dartingdarting-
herehere and there playing with mymy-
younger- younger friends , Sometime durdur-dur-
ing

dur-
ing

¬--

ing the games , he had gone homehome-
without

home-
withoutwithout my knowledge .

It was around 9:309309 :3030: in thethe-
evening

the-
eveningevening when the players deciddecid-decid-
ed

decid-
ed

¬-

ed to quit.. The sun was still up .

The evening was calm and beautibeauti-beauti-
ful

beauti-
ful

¬-

ful.. The spectators began to gogo-
home

go-
homehome ., While I was playing withwith-
my

with-
mymy friends I had forgotten aboutabout-
my

about-
mymy friend , Nikka .

Pal from BabyhoodBabyhood-
Nikka

Babyhood-
NikkaNikka - he was there everever-

since. since I could remember . AboutAbout-
two

About-
twotwo-twotwoyears-' years and a half before 1II-

was
I-

waswas born my parents had raisedraised-
him

raised-
himhim when he was born . He hadhad-
grown

had-
growngrown into a huge black mala-malamala-
mute

mala-
mute

mala-
mute

-

mute . The only whitewhit spot onon-
him

on-
himhim was on his leftleft'frontleftfront'' front paw .

He was intelligent and he was

'powerJ'uipowerJui' powerful' .. NoNoidogidogdog
,'
iniIininthethe

'

villagevillagvillage-
dared

villag-
dared

e
dared to mix with him becausebecause-
nono otrierotherther dog , could matchm tch hishis-
great

his-
greatgreat strength .

"ForFor.For". some reason he took totto-
youyou even while you wasw s a baby ..
He seemed to wantwantto, to watch o-oo-
ver

o-
ver

o-
ver

--

ver , you ," mother and fatherfather-
would

father-
wouldwould tellteU me .

' AlthoughAlthbughAlth ugh powerfulpoweful( , NikkaNilda hadhad-
a

,
a mostmo&tmotmoot&

, friendly dispositionspositiond . When
I.became-.became"becamebecame-becameIbecame."- .,.becameaware-:;

'
awarewareaware of life aroundaround-

me
around-

meme there was Nikka . I rompedromped-
with

romped-
withwith him to my heart'shearts' content..

HeH used to take a great delightdeligh ;

in knocking me down and hehe-
would

he-
wouldwouldwouldmildlymildly and playfullyplayflllly, roughrough-
me

rough-
meme up . When I

,
protested hehe-

'would
he-

would'wouldwould' take hisl s huge tongue andand-
swipe

and-
swipeswipe me across my face as if

,

toto-
say

to-
saysay, "J'mJm"rmrm"I'mIm" ' sorry . "

,
Playmate1ymatePlaymate-

My- " My.My., father hadhadmma"demadem
"

el1a tinytiny-
flat

tiny-
flatflat ivory'voryivory sled with walruswalr Sivoryvoryivory-
runners

vory-
runnersrunners for my brothers andand-
sisters

and-
sisterssisters to play with . When I waswas-
about

was-
aboutabout four years old01d I learned toto-
harness

to-
harnessharness Nikka to the little sledsled-
and

sled-
andand he would take a great dede-dede-
light

de-
light

¬-

light in pulling me around in thethe-
vicinity

the-
vicinityvicinity ofofourour house ., He wouldwoulewoule-
yip

would-
yip

,
yip , ,. trot and gallop ., How Ir enen-enen-
joyed

¬.-

joyed his great speed when hehe-
ran

he-
ranran almost spilling me off thethe-
little

the-
littlelittle1littlelittle

'
sled when we hit littlelittle-

drifts
little-

driftsdrifts of snow .

Once in a while , Nikka wouldwould-
get

would-
getget a little lazy andandwhenwhen he bebe-bebe-
came

be-
came

¬-

came thatthatayway-ayay<-*ay , I would harnessharnes-
sl

harness-
himhimlm anyway . When I give himhim-
command

him-
commandcommand to go , he would go aa-
few

a-
fewfew steps and stop . I wouldwould-
start

would-
startstart hollering at himlm , "KeeKee"< Kee ,
Nikka , owaliqiin !" ( 'AlrightAlrightAlrigh' t ,

-, Nikka , go ! ' )

He would look back at meme-
and

me-
andwagandandwag, wag his tail but heha wouldwou1dwou1d-
just

would-
justjust sitsit.. 1IIwouldwould get off the littlelittle-
sled

little-
sledsled andtand( d take him by the collarcollar-
and

collar-
andand pull.. He would take a fewfew-
steps

few-
stepssteps and sit down . 1I pushedpushed-
mm

pushed-
himhimmm but he wouldn'twouldnt' ,. budge .

When I became frustrated . II-

would
I-

wouldwould beat his head with mymy-
young

my-
youngyoung hands . He just closed hishis-
eyes

his-
eyeseyes and tookt ok it . He knew II-

cOlldn't
I-

couldn'tcou.ldn'1cou.ldn1couldn1cOl\ldn'tcOlldn'tldntcouldn'tcouldnt.\. ' hurt him .

After much effort , 1IIwouldI wouldwould-
manage

would-
managemanage to get about 200 yardsyards-
away

yards-
awayaway from the house and allallofof aa-
sudden

a-
suddensudden , NikkaNikkawouldwould make aa-

dash
a-

dashdash for >., home leaving me bebe-bebe-
hind

be-
hind

¬-

hind or he would drag me as II-

held
I-

heldheld on to the little sled , his bigbig-
paws

big-
pawspaws throwing snow in my face .

After driving and playingplay ng withwith-
Nikka

with-
NikkaNikka , Ir would take his harnessharness-
offl

harness-
offoffofftakeoffl, -taketake-. him by the collar andand-

e
,

i;
;
bringimng '. him intoinl the house . HeHe-
stayed,

:
' stayed in thetb

. housebQuse much of thethe-
time

the-
timei, time , ,88,a specialspe ial privilegepivilege, seldomse1domse1dom'give-

n

seldom'give-
n'-
given

g-

iven
'-
given

g-

iven
'-
given

g-

iven
'

a dog in the-thetheArctic-' Arctic . Tlu'sTlusThisTlThis-
was

' ss-
was'waswas':was the proofpro f that he was lovedloved-
by

loved-
tbyibytby,
,
by the1the whole family .

, IntelligentIntellige t DogDog-
Since

,parentshadSince puppyhoodpuppyhod , my parents
had noticed Nikka'sNikkas, ' fine intelliit1telli-it1telliintelli-it1telli-
'gence

intelli-
gence

¬-

gence'gence' . He was promptly trainedtrained-
tojto!to be a leader as he grew up andand-
she

,

'heheshe'
., proved to be a great one . HeHe-

was',
{,wasas soS! versatile 'thatthat'';'that WeyahokWeyahok-
and

Weyahok-
andand Keshorna trained him lo.totoso.to-

'meet
so-

meet
.

meet'meet' father when he came homehome-
from

home-
fromfrom hunting outoutoutonon the icee .

Latelat in the afternoonaftaftgrnoonrnoon , NikkaNikka-
would

Nikka-
would

'-
start

s-

tart
'

wouldwouldstartwould'startstart to scanscan the northnorth-
and

north-
andand south beaches watching forfor-
father

for-
fatherfather to appear over the banks .

On seeing him , helie would dash upup-
to

up-
toto the roof of ourjsodour\sodoursodoursod\

; igloo andand-
ran

and-
ranaroundranran-aroundranaround-around'oundound' the skylightskylight yippingyipping-
and

yipping-
andand whining letting us inih thethe-
house

the-
househouse know that fatherfather, was comcom-com-
ing

¬.-

ing . rr-

My
;

My older sistersiste,

,, AkniacliakAkniachakAkniachak-
and

Akniachak-
andand 1I were given the job of putput-put-
ting

¬.-

ting the harness of Nikka . HeHe-
would

He-
wouldwould never go withoutwit out itit.. Ak-AkAk-
niachak

-.'
niachak and I usedused'tousedtoHo'toto''

tease ourour-
dog

our-
dogdog once in a whilewhile'andwhileand'

and delayeddelayed-
putting

delayed-
puttingputting on the harnessharn ss . He usedI.IsedIIsedI.Ise-
dto

used-
to

.
to get agitated andand.wouldandwould"wouldwould". startstartstart-
knocking

start-
knockingknocking us down so anxiousanxious-
was

anxious-
waswas he to get the harness on .

As soon as it was on , NikkaNikka-
would

Nikka-
wouldwould dash toward my father atat-
a

at-
aa full gallopgalJop ., When WeyahokWeyahok-
caught

Weyahok-
caughtcaught a sealsealoror a polar bear allall-
he

all-
hehe did was fasten the animal toto-
Nikka's

to-
Nikka's

'
Nikka'sNikkas' harness and the dogdog-
would

dog-
wouldwould drag it homehomf:, for father..

My parents had also trainedtrained-
Nikka

trained-
NikkaNikka to be a watch dog and aa-
wonderful

a-
wonderfulwonderful one he was too . WhenWhen-
father

When-
fatherfather came home with a load ofof-
reindeer

of-
reindeerreindeer meat on his sled late atat-
night

at-
nightnight , he left Nikka untied toto-
watch

to-
watchwatch the meat.. HeHe.wouldHewouldHe-wouldHewouldHe.wouldwatchHewouldwatch.- would watchwatch-
all

watch-
allall night . We never had to worryworry-
and

worry-
andand the dog would never touchtouch-
the

touch-
thethe meat no matter how hungryhungry-
he

hungry-
hehe was .

Many a night , NikkaNlkka slept byby-
me

by-
meme . When I woke up during thethe-
night

the-
nightnight ir could feel the warmth ofof-
his

of-
hishis great body through my reinrein-rein-
deer

¬.-

deer skin sleeping bag . He hadhad-
uncanny

had-
uncannyuncanny timing when it was timetime-
to

time-
toto get up . Hefie woke me up byby-
licking

by-
lickinglicking my facefae-efaee- . I wouldwouJd pushpush-
him

push-
himhim away not wanting to get up .

For further persuasionpersijasion , he wouldwould-
lay

would-
laylay his huge head on my chest..,.

The Great Dog AgesAges-
When

.

When I was ten years old ,

NikkaN kka , accordingaccord g to mymymy' parentsparentsparentsparents-
was

,.t
was aboutabQut 1I155S yearsyears old -.:=' a greatgreat-
age

greagrea-
age

t
age for a dog ., . His face had turnturn-turn-
ed

turn-
ed

¬-
ed gray and his eyes becameecaine dulldull-
He

.

He no longef-jgallopedlongefjgallopedlongerlongep-' : galloped aroundround'around'around-
He

'
.

He walked slowly, hishi ;; tailtilittilitwagtailwagwagwag-wag-
ging

wag-
gin

¬-

gingging as he followed mem or somesome-
other

some-
otherother membermemberImemberofI, of the family a-aa-

round
aa-

round
-:

round . His onceonce powerful teethteeth-
became

teeth-
becamebecame dull andandroundround .

The aging off Nikka did notnot-
make

not-
makemake himmm lesslessoved/ovedovedloved/ by.thebythe., famfam-fam-
ily

;-

ily . We considered himlm as one 6'f6fOfOf-

us
oo-

us

'f
us . His love forforusfor'? ususand'andand' thet h faithfaith-faitfaith-
ful

h-hh-
ful

¬-

ful , serviceservi e hehe had given usus-
through

u-
sthrughthroughthrugh the years bound him to1010-
our

to-
ourour heartshearls .

During his old age we keptkept-
the

kept-
thethe leader in thetht house in winter .

The only time he was out 'inin', in thethe-
weather

the-
weatherweather was when he wanted tbtoto-
comfort

to-
comfortcomfort himself . HelieIle would getget-
up

get-
upup and walk to the door andand-
look

and-
looklook questioningly at me or an-anan-
other

an-
other

an-
.other

-

.-
other

o-

ther.
other member of the family .. '

Even at '- his old age 1I concon-con-
tinued

con-
tinued

¬-

tinued to play with Nikka . HeHe-
would

He-
wouldwould playfullyplayfl.lllyplayflllly. bite at my legs,
arms , and fingers ,. never bitingbiting-
too

biting-
tootoo hard . He was forever wantingwanting-
toto lick my face . IlItI t was alata t theseheseIthese-
play

hese-
playplay sessions that IIcouldcould feelfeel-
Nikka's

feel-
Nikka'sNikka'sNikkas' great love for me . WeWe-

had
We-

hadhad this, hi mutual feelingfe'elmgfeelmg' betweenbetween-
usus andand it was a greafgreatgreatcomfortcomfort..

When the leader waswas away onon-
a

on-
aa trip , I missed him . It was apap-apap-
parent

ap-
parent

¬-

parent that he missed me too ,.

because , as . soon as he camecame-
back

came-
backback , he couldn'tcouldnt' wait to get toto-
me

to-
meme . He would jump on me whinwhin-whin-
ing

whin-
ing

¬-

ing and knocking me down toto-
licklickck my face .

Through the years , Nikka andand-
II( had been almost inseparable .

Having my parents , my brothersbrothers-
and

brothers-
andand sisters ,, and Nikka , made my
lifemylifecomplete .

Other Dogs Hated NikkaNikka-
The

Nikka-
TheThe great leader was nevernever-

lJked
never-

likedlikedlJked by the rest of the dogs inmm-
the

in-
thethe team . There was a deadly
jealousydeadlyjealousyof him. We never worwor-wor-
ried

wor-
ried

¬--

ried about himrum when he waswas-
younger

was-
youngeryounger ., He was more than aa-

match
a-

matchmatch for any dog and whatwhat-
terrible

what-
terribleterrible punishment he couldaJUldaJUld-
give

could-
givegive .

But now that he was old, thethe-
younger

the-
youngeryounger dogs became more boldbold-
and

bold-
andand would attack the old leaderleader-
every

leader-
everyevery opportunity they got.. EvenEven-
at

Even-
atat his great age ;, Nikka nevernever-
backed

never-
backedbacked down when attacked butbut-
it

but-
itit was pathetic to see him fightfight-

back
fight-

backback because he could no longerllonger-
do

ngernger-
dodo much harm to his attackers .

Age had dulled his teeth .

EvenEEvenen "thenthen
"

then we couldcouldseesee flash ¬.

es of hisl s old skill as a fighter .

When the fights were stopped ,

old Nikka would circle around ,

proud ,. and defiant , his '
,. tailt il highhigh-

in
high-

inin the air .

.
Terrible SceneScene-

The

Scene-
The

cene
The EskimoEskimofootballfootballfootball gamegame-

was
game-

waswas drawing to a close-closecloseand- and thethe-
older

the-
olderolder

',
people began to walkwalk-

home.' home ,: including my parents ., I1
_.
,

with myilly .youngyoung. .,, Jriendsfriendsfriends , playedpyedp\pplayed-
around

\ yedyed-
aroundaround a bit longer reluctant toto-
quit

to-
quitquit the games.

I(i finally walked home , runrun-runrun-
hing

run-
ning

¬-

ninghing part of the way . When II-

was
I-

waswas about 300 yards from homehome-
r

home-
IIr noticed some activity thattlat} scarscar-scar-
ed

scar-
ed

¬-

ed me although I( didn'tdidnt' knowknow-
why

know-
whywhy. My parents were workingworking-
over

working-
overover something in front of themthem-
I

them-
coulll

them-
could1I couldcoulll not make out.. 1I ran toto-

them
to-

themthem and what met my eyeseses-
broughtbroughteyesbroughta's-

ob

aso-

b

a's-

ob

aso-

b

a'so-

b

aso-

b' out of meInc ..

There in front of my parents
layparentslayNikka , matted with blood .

HelieIle had been hornolyhomlyhorri :; )> ly wounded .

MyMyoIdold friend followedfollowedmeme withwith-
his

with-
hishis eyes andandweaklyweakly wagged hishis-
tail

his-
tailtail.. The great dog'sdogs' gesturegesture-
brought

gesture-
broughtbrought me to sob uncontroluncontrol-uncontrol-
lably

uncontrol-
lably

¬-

lably .

My mother had been weepweep--weep-
ing

weep-
ing.She

¬-

ing.ing.SheingShe. SheShl: couldn'tcouldntcouldo'tcouldotcouldn'tsaycouldn't-saycouldn'tcouldntsay' -saysay.say-. anythinganyl/HnganylHng/ toto-
me

to-
meme but my father said quietly

"'

and sadlys,1dlys1dly, , "YourYour" dog has beenbeen-
very

been-
veryvery badlybadlywoundedwounded . "

"WhichWhich" one did this to NikkaNJkka ,.

fatherfa tllcr , "" iI sobbedsobbe d .

"ThatThat" one over there andand-
that

and-
thatthat one there ," father saidSIidSIid-
pointing

said-
pointing

:
pointing at two three-yearthreeyear-- oldold-
malamutes

old-
malamutesmalamutes . "TheyThey" had gottengotten-
loose

gotten-
looseloose whilewlew\w\ le we were gone .

"

Fierce InflictionsInflictions-
II couldn'tcouldnt' hold back the sobssobs-

that
sobs-

thatthat welled in me . 1I began toto-
look

to-
looklook for rocks.

.''

Finding them ,

.
1I hurled them with all my mightmight-
atat the two dogsdugs while I criedCfledCfled-
with

cried-
withwith anguish.

1I did thistl s forfor-
several

for-
severalseveral moments until fatherfather-
said

father-
saidsaid , "StopStop" it now , son . ThoseThose-
dogs

Those-
dogsdogs will not eatcat or drinkdrmk for ,

three days ! "
I went to Nikka and kneltknelt-

down
knelt-

downdown and put my head to lusIus .,

His breath was labored . He looklook-look-
ed

¬.-

ed at me with great sadness inIn-

his
in-

hishis eyes .

The two malamutes hadlead inin-inin-
flicted

in-
flicted

¬-

flicted fierce wounds on ftikkaNikka ..

His right carear was almost comcom-com-
pletely

com-
pletely

¬-

pletely torn off.. His throat waswas-
bloody

was-
bloodybloody and lushis flanks were horhor-hor-
ribly

hor-
ribly

¬-

ribly torn up . NikkaNikkawouldwould nevnev-nev-
er

¬.-

er recover from his wounds .

Sadly , my parents and I triedtried-
to

tried-
toto make Nikka comfortable . WeWe-

put
We-

putput a reindeer skin under him111m111-
mand

him-
andand put himhlnhini) in a nook by thethe-
outside

the-
outsideoutside door ,.

"WeWe" can'fcanfcan'tcant' do much more forfor-
him

for-
himhim now . It'sIts'' getting late . WeWe-

better
We-

betterbetter go in and go to bed ,"
father said .

I wanted to stay with NikkaNlkkaNlkka-
but

Nikka-
butbut father told me that therethere-
was

there-
waswas nothing I could do for mymy-
dogdogmydog. I went in reluctantly . II-

couldn't
I-

couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' go to sleep for a longlong-
time

long-
timetime . I( knew that NikkaNlkka was notnot-
going

not-
goinggoing to be with us much longer .

I didn'tdidnt' want to think of it butbut-
It

but-
itit kept coming up in my mind .

Nikka DisappearedDisappeared-
Sometime

Disappeared-
SometimeSometime , very early in thethe-

morning
the-

morning
the-

morningmorning, I( finally fellfellasleepasleep . I(I-

was
I-

waswas first to awake . I dresseddressed-
quickly

dressed-
quickly

dressed-
quicklyquicklyquicklyandandandwentwent out to see

, Nikka . He was gone ! I ran a-aa-

round
a-

rolnd
a-

round
-

roundro\lndrolnd\ the house looking forfor-
him

for-
him

for-
himhim butbu t he was nowhere to bebe-
found

be-
found

be-
foundfound . I ran into the( he house andand-
shouted

and-
shouted

and-
shoutedshouted , "NikkaNikka" is gone andand-
can't

I.I-

can'tcan'tcant' find him ! "
The family got up at onceonce-

and
once-

andand we started to look for thethe-
missing

the-
missingmissing leader. We searched allall-
around

all-
aroundaround the vicinity of the house .

We scoured the beaches withoutwithout-
success

"-

success.. Finally about 3J p.mpm.. . mymy-
sister

my-
sistersisterrunningfromAkniachak came running
from aboutahout a quarter of a milemile-
east

mile-
easteast of our house and shouted ,

"II"ll" . found Nikka ! "
( Continued on Page 11)11ii )
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When you can buy chickchick-chick-
en

chick-
en
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en like this , why cook ?
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Colonel Sanders ' secret reciperecip of ll1111-

herbs

11-

herbsherbs and spices$ "cesces(" makes his chickenchicWlchicken-

"finger" '' ." the box ,"fingerfingerlinget lickmIIcklAlitkm good Get it by
bucketbucket,, orDr barrel . Bring home his spespe-spe-
cial

¬.-

cialCIa ' fixm'sfixmsflXIA'SflXIAS',, too . Slaw , baked beans ,

potatoes , and rolls.
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