Trip to Hahfax—

Changes Into Towermg Thmgs

By GRACE SLWOOKO

Gambell Correspondent |
“GAMBELL - It ‘was June
27:1974 I-went to the dll‘porl in
Nome, &ldska o' take’ - trip o
Halifax,* Nova Scotia! ‘At ithe
airport there as | hurried in; to
the gate with my Eskimo drum

and my suit case, I looked up at,

the lady on'the line ahead of me.
Oh, who could she -be, bul
Lela Oman Gray!

And she was going, too! Oh i

how happy [ -was to see her
there as I was a little worried al-
thotgh [ was very interested‘in
the trip four of us. Eskimo writ-
ers were going to take bhecause |

was always'confused about tele-’

phones and big places. .
But this trip we were taking
was what Dr, Priscilla Tyler was
getting us to be at the meeting
at Halifax, Nova Scotia for Non-

* Western Humanities in l[k Am-

-

ericas.

From there, Lela Omun Gray
and I travelled on to Kotzebue,
Alaska, where Wien Airlines have
a stop. We met a lot of people in
the plane that were tourists.

At Kotzebue, Paul Greene
joined us,*he also have a travel
paper to New York and on to
Halifax. So from there we trav-
elled on to Fairbanks. We stayed
in Chena View Hotel until 4 p.m.
This time we went on to the air-
port where we boarded Pan Am.

Oh, how everything began to .,

change to enormous towering
things. From Fairbanks, Alaska
to New York., it took us'6 hours
without stopping. Then at JFK
airport” hotel, we stayed over-
night. In the morning we took
American  Airlines to Boston.

At Boston, Lela Oman Gray
hasa daughter who was spending
summer with her family at her
in-laws. It is very interesting
historical place. I kept thinking [
might be in a dream.

The family took us around
little bit to show us some of the
things of interest. | even put my
hand in the water along the sea-
shore at one of the places we
stopped. The sea was not cold at
all. Right away | felt like looking

at the pages of history books :

once more, this time.with mean-
ing.

Then we finally got to Hdll
fax where we . were
spend two weeks. We boarded
Air Canada. It was June 30,

‘Indians and  other

going to °

- 1974, At the Anpon there, it

was good to see someone there <

to meet.us. A couple.of young
people came to. meet us.'So we

‘made. our way:to the university

there. in Halifax. It is St. Mary's,
University at. the International
Center. Qur
16th floor. Boy, from: lherc we
could seefar out.

- There we met Pnsulld Tyler»
It -was good, so good to see- her
“as she is interested. in our writ-
~ing, and" that’ 's what s like treas-

ure: for us as Eskimo was never
a written language.

I just ‘grabbed her there and
tried ‘to -realize that it was true.
The trip was just-too great to be
true for me, but we were tliére
starting on our two weeks with
other nations. .

- POE M
The trip I took was
something new

For an Eskimo of the land

. of [ce and SNOW.
-G. S.

The first-week was an Indian
week. Dr. Will Antel] leadmg an
educated Indian, whg had his
talks on culture heritage very
strongly. “If 1 .can ‘be of some
help, 'am ready to support him

in his talks on heritage by the

way of good writing and reading
knowledge we:have now.

Great. meeting “have ‘some-
thing for us who are Eskimos,
nations. |
admire the thinking young man
who got his education so well
from the schools and got out to
support_his cultural heritage, he
is so good. He doesn't dance in
duditoriums but® dances out in
the open, by the lakes, or where
the trees are, as his way.

But bless the big fellow. He
has something good, ‘an educa-
tion,

So that week, we heard Dr.
Antell; Peter Paul and Larry
Martin. Dr. Peter Paul had his

room was in the .

baskets-and dll kids of hand-
made " things “out of wood to
show. {

He is interested in education
although he didn't go to school
too much, ‘as he was spending
much of. his time out where the
trees are and by the mountains
and lakes, he might as.well, too,
as | saw it, it is just nice over.
there at the Lower 48 now. It is

“just comfortable ouldoors many,

times:

“And Larry Martin; is dnolher
big man.. He is educated,
but he did a lot-of dances and
beating on. his drum!so inspir-
ingly. I danced my Eskimo way
on. - some, of . his ybeats, [
couldn’t help it, they are so-
inspiring. !

The some evenings: Dr. Pris-

cilla Tylér - would take us out

places in Halifax: One place was
at the cottage by the sea, Atlan-
tic, too. Boy, I couldn't get over
my surprlsc about LCtllllg my
hand in the Atlantic! !

We soon .got to know each
other in that univeristy so well
that we ‘enjoyed every bit of it.
One evening, we were taken to
other university nearby, Dal-
housie, .there we met more and
more people. ;

We heard male. group smgmg
Boy, it was very good and inspir-
ing singing. They say what mon-
ey they get-for this goes to hos-
pital for hard hearing and blind.

This week went on and on
like this. But towering buildings
remind of cliffs back home, some
even are way higher than our
cliffs dand they are very clean,
not slippery like ours. And they
are man-made!

Our week on Eskimo dnd our
trip-home will be on next week’s

paper.



