
"'Arts and CraftsCrafts-CraftsCraf-
tsState

Craft-
sState

-
State Centers for Native Arts

WASHINGTON - SenatorSenator-
Mike

Senator-
MikeMike Gravel (Democrat-AlaskaDemocratAlaska- )

has joined a bipartisan effort toto-
establish

to-
establishestablish State centers for AmAm-Am-
erican

Am-
erican

¬-

erican arts and handcrafts ,.

The Senate bill authorizes
$100,000100000$ , a year for the nextnext-
three

next-
threethree years to set up and mainmain-main-
tain

¬.-
tain workshops in AlasliaAlaslaAlaska: andand-
other

and-
otherother eligible states . Total fundfund-fund-
ing

¬.-

ingmg would amount to S5.3S53$5.35.353$ .. milmil-mil-
lion

¬.-

lionhon .

"WeWe" are the proud possessorspossessors-
ofof flourishing artistic communicommuni-communi-
ties

communi-
ties

¬-

ties in many ofofourour Alaskan cici-cici-

ties

¬.-

ties and towns ," Senator GravelGravel-
said

Gravel-
saidsaid . "It'sIts" ' especially importantimportant-
toto preserve our heritage and toto-
encourage

to-
encourageencourage the continued develdevel-¬.-

opment of our arts and hand-handhand-
crafts

hand-
crafts

-.

craftscraftsHe.."" -HeHe- singled out AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative skills as a case in point..

"TheThe" Native crafts and folkfolk-folk-
lore

¬.-

lore are rare and beautiful skills ,,""
he commented ., "ThisThis"TJs"TJTJ" s legislationlegislation-
w

legislation-
willwillw ll help to ensure their concon-con-
tinuation

¬.-

tinuation .

Senator GravelGravelcosponsoredcosponsoredcosponsored-
twotwo related bills last year.. OneOne-
would

One-
wouldwould establish a national "OfOf"Of-"Of-
nce

"Of-
fice

" ¬-

ficence of American Arts and Hand-HandHand-
crafts

Hand-
crafts

Hand-
crafts

-

crafts" and a "NationalNational" Center "
with facilities for craftsmen andand-
for

and-
forfor the display and sale of such

works . In addition , it would propro-propro-
vide

pro-
vide

¬-

vide federal assistance to traintrain-
craftsmen

train-
craftsmencraftsmen .

The second measure wouldwould-
crea

would-
createcreatecrea t an "AmericanAmerican" FolJdifeFolkJifeFolklifeFolkJife-
Center

Folklife-
CenterCenter "

, which could makemake-
grants

make-
grantsgrants and scholarships to indiviindivi-indivi-
duals

¬.-
duals or groups , and support rereore-rereo-

search
re-

search

¬-

search , exhibitions , workshops ,

and music festivals .

"AllAll"" these measures have oneone-
overall

one-
overalloverall aim - to10 preserve , supsup-sup-
port

sup-
port

¬-

port , andandencourageencourage AmericanAmerican-
artart and folklife ,,"" thethe SenatorSenator-
concluded

Senator-
concludedconcluded .


