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Left , Nancy Blaine ; right., Susan Buterin
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Left.., Judy Dickson ;: rishtright ,. Marilyn MassevMassey
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Left , Sophie Pletnikoff ; right ,. Ramona SchallSchaB - )
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Aleut Baskets

-. . -. -- .-'

Aleut
.

BasketBasketI I WeaverWeaver-
Sophie

\

.

.

Sophie .Pletnikoff . JustJust-
One

:

OneOn'e
'

' of ,15 Artisans '

SPECIALSPlCIALFORFOR IIHEIHE-
TUNDRA

IHE-
TUNDRA

HE
TUNDRA TIMESnMESTIME-

SSophie

.' .

Sophie PtetnikolfPlelmkolfPletnikoff., oneO1C! olof perper-per-
haps

¬.-

haps just fifteenI 'teenteen!' people who arearcarc-
lhroughl

are-
tfttoughlythroughlylhroughl-lhroughltfttoughlylhroughlskilled)- skilled in111 thet he art ofof-
"Ieut

of-
AleutAleut-"Ieut"IeutIeut-" hasketbasket weaving , isI workingworklnlworking-
as

!
asa a specialspecialinstructorinstructorIIJstrutm: at theththe-
UniversityUniversityUnivers t } of AlaskaAIJska ,. AnchorageAndloragc .,

SophieSoplue , who is 65 ,. is the lastlalas-
ttraditional

tt-

traditllmaltraditionaltraditllmal weaver in11\11to\11UnalaskaUnalaska .

She camecamc intomto contactwlltact withwith-
Anchorage

with-
AnchorageAnchorage Community'tm101UnJtytm101UnJty(' CollegeColleg-
ea

College-
asasa a result o01of( an extendedex tended stay inII!II-
AJ1chorage

in-
AnchorageAnchorageAJ1chorage for medicalmedll'almedllalmedll'alreasonmedicalreasons' reasonsreasonreasons-
TheThe idea!dea of teachingteachmg basketryhJsketry atdldl-
the

at-
thethe communitycommumty college waswa ap-apap-

'pealing
ap -.

'pealingpealing', becausebccause it offered herher-
somcthmg

her-
somethingsomethingsomcthmg to do whilewIllie inInncl1Anch\ncl1ncl1Anch-Anch-
orage

<\ ¬.-

orage ,. dsJSas well as a chancechante.: to10 earncarllcarll-
some

earn-
somesome extra moneymoney-

The
money-

The
money-

TheThe college'scolleges' ArtsArb AffiliatesAfflhatesAfflhates-
Office

Affiliates-
OfficeOffice pushed thetile , paperworkpaperwork-
through

paperwork-
throughthrough quickly Three days ala/aater/ terter-
first

ter-
firstfirst hearing of the opportunity ,

the college started lookingloo\.mgloo.mgloo.mgmg\. forfor-
students

for-
studentsstudents to take Sophie'sSophies' class .,

Sixty-twoSixtytwo- Anchorage resiresI-rest-restresI-
dents

rest-
dents

¬-

dents signed up .

Sophie says that allallofof her

' /

jjludentsstudentsrlUden> ludentsr areMe attentivea tte n tlVC anddnd learnlearn-
i

learn-
Cl1Sicklyq'uicklyquicklyCl1Sickly( i' Jlckly ButUut allallofof thetlw studentsstudents-
lgtee

<; IIIJl'l1tIIIJll1t'
:; greelgtee) that AleutAleui.basketrsAleuibasketrs. basketr Iis_ nnono-
giniple

( )

Simpleimpleginiple skillskill-
Just

skill-
Just

klll
,

Just preparingpreparmgpreparmgIltLpreparingthe'heheIltLthe' ' materialsmalmaterials-
is

enalsenalsI-

Sis extremelyexirenielxex I remch timeHm! ' consumingL'onLonconsuming-
Traditional

' IJr1llnl!
I,ITrddltlolJITraditionalTrddltlolJI! Aleut basketshJ\ke\hJkehasketshJke.I\ ! \ are.IIare-

made
. L'

made fromIrfmiI rom wildwildrewildryeryere} grassgragrass-
II( KlymusEIEN')l1U\l1Uniurl1Umo\' molhsmomoliislIlls ) Thefhe grassgr dS i1\11cut\+ , cutcut-
m

cut-
toinmto JulyJulJulH} or\HH\ August , bundledoundledoundledandbundledandandand-
uMd

and-
drieddrieduMd until it turns yellowydlowydlow'lullWhile\\'lull'lulllullWhile-

it
\' '

it isI drvingdrvmgdiving , thethc grassgrdss must bebLbe-
checked

'
checkedclicded, forfn, mildieumiidlCumtldieu andliltanduc, ! oc-ocuc-ucoc-
cassionally

ocuc-
cassionally

-'
cassionallyra<; sHlnall\sHlnallsHlnallSOlked\ soakedSOlked: inIII saltSJItSJItwdlerwaterwdlerwaferwater-

OiKe
wdler-

OnLl
wafer-

OnLC
'-
the

t-

he
'

OiKeOnLl-OnLlOnLCOnLl'th-
e

:- the grassgras is properKproperhproperlsproperh-
drrid

properls-
dried

,

drieddrrid? ,. the stocks, tock , areIre, separatedwparlletJwparlletJ-
mtn

separated-
into

,

intomtn individualmUlvluual bladesblade , thenthellthell-
hUldled

then-
handledbundledhUldledhandled! ,. braidedhralded aridJndand drieddncd Durout-outout-
ing

¬.-

ingm theI he actualdetual weavingweavmg pnnesspro.essproessprilLpro.ess-
the

. l'"
the grass is dampdamp-

In
damp-

In
damp-

inIn Anchorage . Sophie'sSophiesSophle\SophleSophlest'\ stu-stustu-
dentf

st uu-uu-

dentys

-.

dentfdentysdent ; areHe, usingu ing raffiaralna II1\1it1Is\ isiseasteriseaster-
to

easier3'slCr3slCr3'slC-
rto

'
to get and easier loIpto workworkIthwith\\IthIth\ .

AccordingAccorulng to RayRd } HudsonIludson ,. aa-

friendfriendtriendfriendofol01of Sophie'sSophiesSOphIC '" , AleutAleul basketbIJ.elbIJelbIJ.el-
weaving

basket-

weaving

, ,.
weaving isI not reallyredllreallyon}' on thethe-
wrge

the-
vergevergewrge otIJIof extinctione\tlnetln'\ twn , hutbut isIStHsur\tHtHstir-stirstir-
viving

\ ¬'-

vivingVIVlJ\gVIVlJgVIVlJgonvivingon\ on ad very limitedlU11Ited levellcvdlevel-
"Most

lcvd-
"Most

level-
"Most"MostMost" people on the chaindlaln, hate

wouldwouldratlleFwouldratlicFratherratlicFratlleF, workwprworkat" at,It INimgIhhurgfishing he-hehe-
cause

hehe-
cause

-.

causecluse", that'sthatsthat\thatthatwllL'rt'\ wherewllL'rtwllLrt' ' thet/1Lt1L/' mone\monenJOnc\nJOncrnonevmone-
is

nJOn-
cI

rnonev-

is

\
isI ,:"' helie said"lIdlId" .

.

lodasmla\mlaodasi( mlane.Hh\ , nearKne.HhneHhpearlsne.Hh.III. all.IIIIII. Aleut basbas-hJbas-
kets

¬-

ketsket , areHe, made11lde!, tort\1rt1r\ purposespurposc\purposcpurposcnl\ otnlofnl-
Iradl

of-

tradeiradeIradltrade? MostMl\1Ml1! \ arearcI? veryven small,111,111111111,111,111I1d, , and\I1dI1dand-
distinguished

, I1d-
UIIIIHUlsltL'd \distinguishedUIIIIHUlsltL'dUIIIIHUlsltLd, .; ' In11\11bs11tlleit\ thentlleit extienielyc\trenwhctrenwhctrenwhl-
ine

extieniely-
fine

\
fineline weaveVL'JVLJ' e I veilven thethelJlksimilessmallestsmallest-
baskets

", /lJlklJlk[/ 11-

haketbasketshaket, , takel.1\.el1.el.1l1.eelake. \. from! rorn two1y.i11yi1. into threeIhrl'lIhrllthree-
weeks

' '
weekswed " loInit ) make1lI.1\.11lI1.11lI.11lI1.11make-

In

make-

In

. \.'
In thetll! ' middlen1ll1dkmuddle IHOO'sIHOOsXlO\XlO1900'N1900NI XlOtlte) '\ thetltetiletlte-

till
tile-

thethetill' AleutsAll'lIhAlllIhAldus' madel11a\.kl11a.kl11a.kkl11a.k1.lr\. largeilarger.1.lr1lr. e !
. IUIK-IUIKtlllhIUIK-

tional

t rtn-rtnrtn-

tional
. -'

tionaltJOIIi,! basketsht\\.l'hht.lhht.l'hlhhaskets, \ \. ' ,. accordingac.ordingacording,ICl. nrdllll: to10 HudIludIIlud-
son

IudIud-
HIson\\HIHI\ , buthlJl thatIh.ltIhlt111.1111111. applicationlpphlJtl1Iapplt.ationappltation, . , ;

INis1. loinlOlllone!.;'
dead
deadlodasdeadloda

lodasImlaIloda\lodalodaamla .\\ a.II. weaverWl'dverWldver' makes1llI\.l1llI.l1llI.llstakes, \. . . a.II.i basbas-11bas-
ket

1< . ¬.-

ket andifill, sells,ell _ it ,,";"' he explainedl\plallll'dlplallll'dplalllldexplained-
"A

' \ '

"AA". \" visitingVI 1I111 dodndor>.. tor orII[ cannei\canneicanneivcanneiofmnerot( ,mner\mner\ ofot-otu1-u1ot-
Iklal

u1-
ticial

¬-

ficialIklalticial mightaughtIl\lIll\ ht see, ee a, \ baskethas\.ethas.ethas.etet\. in11! progprog-prog-
ress

!H\HH-

re
\ ) ¬'-

ressre andlI1d, sa\sa'd\'ddsa'I'll'dhu', ay\ ,. 'I'llIll', '' " buyhu\huhuIh,1thuthat\\. , thatIh,1tIh1t, whenwhellwhell-
It

when-
itit is) s finished1l1'l1Jti1l1l1Jtit ! ' ? ; ".

Aleut basketshdkc'IShdkcIS, ' are.IreIre. seldomIdolll seenel'nelnseen-

in '> '

in111 shopshops, sincelII e so mainmallman )} aieMe,ilL ' purpur-pur-
chased

¬.-

chased lieheforebeforetore theythe } arearc finishedIlrusl1l'dIlrusl1ldfinished-
On

finished-
On

,'
On the chaindldlll a.II. weaverwe,1we1, Vl'rVlr' niighlmight1I11gmight-

sell
h tt-

ellsell,ell .11.JJa.. smallmdll baskethaskel torlorfor perhapsperhap\perhapperhap'-
iAD

perhaps-
S4(1

\
S40'iADiADS4(1S41' ( LargerLar er basketshJ\.ethJ.ethJ.etethaskets, \. , might1111 ht sellellell-
lor

sell-

for '>lorfor several hundred dollarsdoll.trdolltr. ,


