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Dear Howard :

Here is a short historyl story ofof-
Bristol

of-
BristolBristol Bay Fisheries.. ThoughtThought-
you

Thought-
youyou might like to print it in thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times .

This year for the first time in,.
over eighty (80)80( ) years , the peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof Bristol Bay , other AlaskansAlaskans-
and

Alaskans-
andand Fellow American CitizensCitizens-
areare not able to fish commercammercommer-commer-
cially

¬.-

cially and only limited subsistsubsist-subsist-
ence

¬,-

ence use for red salmon unlessunless-
art

unless-
ananart unexpectedunexpectedrunrun shows up ,.

which did show up, but not veryvery-
much

very-
muchmuch .

'

The Bristol Bay red salmonsalmon-

run
salmon-

runrun was once oneorte of the World'sWorldsWorld's-
Greatest

World's-
Greatest

''

Greatest Fishery .

Before the arrival of the whitewhiwhite-
man

tete-
manman inil1 Alaska , the Native peopeapeo-peo-
ple

¬.-

plepIe of Bristol Bay and other NaNa-Na-
tives

¬.-

tives of, Alaska lived off t'hethe' land ,

lakes , rivers andandseasea which theythey-
still

they-
stillstill do . The predominate foodfood-
of

food-
ofof these people was salmon andand-
still

and-
stillstill is .

The entire salmon was utilizutiliz-utiliz-
ed

¬,-

ed for food and clothing , such asas-
rain

as-
rainrain gear and boots , also thethe-
skin

the-
skinskin was used for tents and servedserved-
asas a cover for boats and kayaks .

Additional salmon was dried forfor-
dog

for-
dogdog food ; dog teams which werewere-
and

were-
andand still is to some extent beingbeing-
used

being-
usedused for winter transportation .

Dogs were also used in the sumsum-sum-
mer

¬.-

mer time for packing when therethere-
was

there-
waswas no snow .

Along with the salmon , thethe-
predators

the-
predatorspredators followed , beluga ,

whale , sealsse ls, gulls , terns , andand-
various

and-
variousvarious fish-eatingfisheatingfish.eatingfisheating-. birds . TroutTrout-
on

Trout-
onon the rivers and lakes are pryingprying-
onon the salmon year round . TheseThese-
predators

These-
predatorspredators were and are still utiuti-uti-
lized

¬.-

lized for food ; one of my favorfavor-favor-
ites

¬.-

ites is still a real freshfreshairborneairborneairborne-
sea

airborne-
seasea gullgulleggegg in early spring . TheThe-
above

The-
aboveabove mentioned predators werewerwere-

usedused for centuries without damdam-dam-
age

¬.-

age-ageageto.-. to the natural resource andand-
environment

and-
environment

.

environment..
Conservation was practicedpracticed-

by
practiced-

byby these original Americans ,

neverl1ever taking more than theythey-
could

they-
couldcouldcoulduseuse . Then about 1893 , thethe-
white

the-
whitewhite man arrived to exploit andand-
process

and-
processprocessprocess the red salmon ,. whichwhich-
they

which-
theythey did very dramatically . TheyThey-
exploited

They-
exploitedexploited the Bristol Bay RegionRegion-
soso bad without conservation

practicepraclice ,, that in the early 1940's1940s' ,,
steps had to be taken to saves ve thethe-
r

the-
redredr d salmonSalmonlmon , of whichhich was . putput-
in

put-
ininin force until after WorldWorld War II11 .

In early 1950's1950s' , the JapaneseJapanese-
again

Japanese-
againagain came into the picture nene-nene-
gotiating

¬.-

gotiating a very successful treatytreaty-
with

treaty-
withwith Canada and the UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates (North(North American FishFish-Fish-
eries

Fish-
eries

¬-

eries Treaty ) to catch theth BristolBristol-
Bay

Bristol-
BayBay salmon on the high seas .

The reason I say again is that inin-
the

nn-
thethe mid 1930's1930s' , the JapaneseJapanese-
fleet

Japanese-
fleetfleet caught record catches .

The North American FishFish-Fish-
eries

¬.-

eries Treaty , which was signedsigned-
by

signed-
byby the United States , Canada ,,

and Japan , gladly signed thethe-
agreement

the-
agreementagreement so that they couldcould-
take

could-
taketake Bristol Bay and WesternWestern-
Alaska

Western-
AlaskaAlaska salmon on the high seasseas-
and

seas-
andand laylayoffoff the other fisheries ,

salmon and tuna from SoutheastSoutheast-
Alaska

Southeast-
AlaskaAlaska , Canada , WashingtonWashington-

Coast
Washington-

CoastCoast ,, Oregon Coast ,, CaliforCalifrCalifCalifor-CaliforCalifor-
nia

r ¬.-

nia Coast , on down to SouthSouth-South-
ern

South-
ern

¬-,

ern South America .

Consequently , the JapaneseJapanese-
got

Japanese-
gotgot so goodgeod at catching WesternWestern-
Alaska

Western-
AlaskaAlaska salmon , they caught 1122 %

to over 50 % of the salmon thatthat-
was

that-
waswas heading for Bristol Bay .

The Japanese says y they taketake-
only

take-
onlyonly an averageilverage of 12 % of thethe-
Bristol

the-
BristolBristol Bay run-runruftrunThey- . They use inin-
excess

in-
excessexcess of 400 mother ships , gill-gillgill-
netters

gill-
netters

gill-
netters

-

netters and other support vesselsvessels-

to
vessels-

toto catch this 12 %. The economeconom-econom-
ics

econom-
ics

¬-

ics just isn'tisnt' there to use such aa-
large

a-
largelarge fleet to just catchcatcb thislhis 12 % .
12 % sounds real phony at thisthis-
pain

this-
pointpointpaint..

They , the Japanese , use milesmiles-
and

miles-
andand miles of legal and illegal gear ,

in season and out ofofseasonseason . TheyThey-
prey

They-
preyprey upon immature salmon, .

They'veTheyve' been caught time andand-
time

and-
timetime again hundreds of milesmiles-
easteastast of the treaty lines .. AlsoAlso-
they've

Also-
they'vethey'vetheyve' been caught in the GulfGulf-
of

Gulf-
ofof Alaska withwithsalmonsalmon . They'reTheyreThey'reJThey're-
constantly

' J''

constantly violating the NorthNQTthNctrthNQTth-
American

Nctrth-
AmericanAmerican Fisheries Treaty .

These people , the JapaneseJapanese-
fishermen

Japanese-
fishermenfishermen , are the real modernmodern-
day

modern-
dayday predators of salmon , alongalong-
with

along-
withwith some of our big politicians ,,
who are supposesUpJOse] to representJepresent, ' '.

us , but for selfish reasons havehave-
sided

have-
sidedsided with the Predators ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan helphellhe I? us solve the problemproblem-
.of..ofof..ofeliminatingeliminating the high seas fish-fishfish-
dries

fish-
ries

fish-
eries

-

drieseries<!ries for salmon .

I'veIve'' heard from variousvvariousrious peoplepeople-
that

people-
thatthat the Native'Native' Alaskans arearare-
wastefulwasteful , destructive to the en-enen-
vironment

enen-
vironment

-. -,.

vironment , but think a while ---
the Alaska Natives were sincesince-
time

since-
timetime began , without running outout-
of

out-
ofof naturalnaturalresourcesresources . The environenviron-environ-
ment

environ-
ment

¬-

ment waswaswa's' ' not nor was it everever-
damaged

ever-
damageddamaged by the firstfltst andandoriginaloriginaloriginal-
Americans

original-
AmericansAmericans ., The damage beganbegan-
inin 1893 when the exploitersexploiters-

Continued

exploiters-
Continued

exploiters-
Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)
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( Continued from Page 2)22)-

came
2)-

came
2)-

came
)

came , and the modernmodem day prepre-pre-
dator

pre-
dator

¬-

dator ( Japanese ) arrived on thethe-
scene

the-
scenescene in the 1930's1930s' to the prespres-pres-
ent

¬.-

ent..

The trend of killing one of nana-nana-
ture's

¬.-

ture'stures' greatest gift of mankindmankind-
has

mankind-
hashas steadily increased . This inin-inin-
creased

in-
creased

¬-

creased destruction of a greatgreat-
natural

great-
naturalnaturalnaturalresourceresource that could bebe-
beneficial

be-
beneficialbeneficial for future populationpopulation-
ofof the United States and thethe-
world

the-
worldworld , is just about gone .

The only way it could bebe-
saved

be-
savedsaved is by proper managementmanagement-
and

management-
andand through government chart-chartchanchan--chart-
nels

chan-
nels

-.
'.
nels by telling them , "HighHigh"" seasseas-
fisheries

seas-
fisheriesfisheries for salmon just doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
work

doesn't-
work

'
work ." This fishery has to bebe-
saved

be-
savedsaved .

When the oil and other non-nonnon-
renewable

non-
renewable

non-
renewable

-

renewable resources are gone , .

this major fishery should
,
stillsti1lsti1l-

be
still-

bebe a major resource . With youryour-
help

your-
helphelp , it could be for all AmeriAmeri-Ameri-
cans

¬.-
cans and the rest of the worldworld-
alike

world-
alikealike .

SinceretjuwnirsSincere urs ,

Bristol BayBayNative'NativeNative'-Wative-NativeNative Corp .

Harvey H . SamuelsenSamuelsen-
President

Samuelsen-
President

Samuelsen-
PresidentPresident


