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SEbenEbenEbnEb n HopsonHopsonE-

ben

Hopr '! ',

Eben Hopson , though hehe-
claims

'

Claimslaims his ,name is riotnotnot yet aa-

household
a-

householdhousehold wordword ,, has proven to bbebe-
a

be-
aa major power on the NativeNative and-
state

andand-

statestate political scenescen . \

Hopson , mayor of the:

'
NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope Borough since j'972j9721972 , hashas-
announced: announced his candidacy in JuneJune-
by

.
by challengingchalle.nging

.

GovGovVilliam. \VilliamVilliamWill.iamWilliam\ . A .

Egan for the democraticemocratic guberguber-guber-
naC

guber-

nat'brial

¬-

natorialnat'brialnatbrialnaC ' rial nomination ., ,

The Barrow Eskimq regardsregardsregards-
himself

r-'egardsr-egardsr'-egardshimself
'

himself as one of the chief pro-propro-
ponents

pro-
s

-.

., ponentss of the land claims movemove-move-

ment
move-

ment

¬- ,

ment and a major supporter ofof-
local

of-
locallocal government for the,

Uiethe peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofofofruralrural Alaska .

Hopson, who was the governgovern-govern-

or's

¬.-

or'sors' special assistant for NativeNaNative-

affairs
iveive-

affaffairsaffrsaff\aff:\rs for two years , calls Egan-

"insensitive
EganEgan-

"insensitive"insensitiveinsensitive" to the social andandpo-andpoandpol-
itical

.popo

.,
po-popo-

litical

¬-

litical meaning of the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope Borough and the imporimpor-impor-
tance

impor-
tance

¬-

tance of local government toto-
rural

to-
ruralrural Alaskans .."

The North Slope Borough'sBoroughsBorough's-
rights

' '

rightsnghts to levy sales , use andand-
property

and-
propertyproperty taxes "inin" the politicalpolitical-
tradition

'

tradition that beganegan on the AmAm-Am-
erican

Am-
erican

¬-

erican continent thousands ofof-
yearsyearsyearsears before the founding of thethe-
United

the-
UnitedUnited States in 11776776" was atat-atat-
tacked

at-
tacked

¬-

tacked by the Egan administraadministra-administra-
tion

administra-
tion

¬-

tion and oiloilcompaniescompanies accordaccord-accord-
ing

¬.-

ing to Hopson .

Last year both the Superior-
Court

SuperiorSuperior-
CourtCourt and Alaska Supreme CourtCourt-
decided

Court-
decideddecided in favor of the borough ,.
its boundaries and powers ofof-
taxation

of-
taxationtaxation .

The borough is seenseen by Hop-HopHop-

son

Hop-

son

Hop-

son

-

son as the restorationrestdration of the demdem-dem-
ocratic

dem-
ocratic

¬-

ocratic rights of the Arctic SlopeSlope-
lnupiats

Slope-
InupiatsInupiatslnupiats and as "thethe" beach head-
for

headhead-
orfor(or local government and politipoliti-politi-

cal
politi-

cal
¬-

cal self determination in ruralrural-
Alaska

rural-
AlaskaAlaska ." It is also the "' world'sworldsworld's-
largest

world's-
largest

'
largest municipality .

"ItIt" is clear that only strongstrong-
local

strong-
locallocal government in rural AlaskaAlaska-
will

Alaska-
willwill prevent the same economiceconomic-
and

economic-
andand political exploitation suffer-
ed

suffersuffer-suffer-
ed

¬-

ed by Native Americans over thethe-
past

the-
pastpast 200 years through the westwest-west-
ward

west-
ward

¬--

ward expansion of the White AmAm-Am-
erican

Am-
erican

¬-

erican migration ," Hopson said .

Speaking at the second BushBush-

Justice
Bush-

JusticeJustice Conference held in MintoMinto-
June

Minto-
JuneJune 10-121012I ()'- 12 Hopson said , "JusJus"Jus-"Jus-
tice

" ¬.-

ticetlce for ruralrural.AlaskaruralAlaskaAlaska.Alaska.. won'twont' be sese-sese-
cure

¬.-

cure until local government is ."
"JusticeJustice". is thethe product ofof-

the
of-

thethe quality of understanding andand-
compassion

and-
compassioncompassion that only locally con-concon-
trolled

con ¬.-
trolled government can have forfO-
rtroubled

for-
troubledtroubled people ," he addedadded-

Hopson's
.

Hopson'sHopsons' formal educationeducation-
ended

education-
endedended when he finished thethe-
eighth

the-
eightheighth grade at Barrow . TheThe-
white

The-
whitewhite community he said , thenthenthen-
numbering

then-
numberingnumbering less than half a dozen ,;'

considered him "uppityuppity" " and did-
not

diddid-
notnot permitpermt him to attend a B.I.ABI.ABIAB.LABLA.. .. ..

high schoolschoolatat Eklutna .

After serving in the Army ,

he was elected to the TerritorialTerritoritTerr torifWtorifW-
House

+ll-

HouseHouse and later the State Senate .

He helped organize the ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope Native Association and alal-alal-
so

¬.-

so served as executive directordirector-
for

director-
forfor the Alaska Federation of NaNa-NaNa-
tives

¬-.
tives .

. . .

portorf ' for somesomsome sortsort of positionposition in
1976 . 5>;

'-

That kind'pfkindpfkind'pCkindpCkind'ofkindof' governor cannotcannot-
atiend

cannot-
attendattendatiend to thfethe problems of ,

Al-
aska

AlAl-AlAl-
aska

¬-

aska ," helie said. Miller believeibelievesbel eves hishis-
strong

his-
strongstrong point

'-

as
a-s'as.lislis. governor "isis" toto-

rellect
to-

reflectreflectrellect the thirtkingthinking and problemsproblems-
and

problems-
andand concernslofconcerns ! of the. 'peoplepeople'' of-
Alaska

ofof-
AlaskaAlaska ,"" - somethingsbmething he s

,
aidaid-

Gov

idid-

Gov
'

Gov . Egan hadhad butbu't' lost.. ,

'

MillerMillet also criticizesriticizes EganEgan forfor-
selling

for-
sellingselling thet\IetIe\ WickershamW kersham ferryf rry ;, at-
the

atat-
thethe height of the tpuristt.ouristtourist.

seasonseason-

when

season-

whenwhen its. replacement , the CoCo-CCo-

lumbia
ool-

umbia
¬-

lumbia wasn'twasnt' yet"-
on

yeto-
nyetyet'o-

n

yeto-
n"-ono-n"" ' the line .

, TheTht sale alsqalso affected AlaskanAlaskan-
travelers

Alaskan-
travtravelerstrav lers and businessesbbusinesses'

sinesses , heI e addadd-add-

ed

¬.-

ede .
' :

" .

'

The .. Anchorage candidate isis-
not

is-
notnot wholly convincedconvincedconvinced about JayJay-

Hammonds
Ja >)

Hammond'sHammondsHammond'sca'ndidacy' candidacyca'ndidacycandidacy' eitheVeither ,.

"HeHe" said somet'hingsomethingsonaehingsolwething(', about thatththat-
he

tt-

hehe was not sure he wanted thethe-
job

the-
jobjob, but so many people urgedurged-

him

urged-

himhim to run he decided to .. " HeHe-

added
He-

added
'

added , 'SomeSome"Some'".
' of his supporterssusupporterssupporters-

aren't
porters

aren'tarent' convinced ' yet he-sheshe'SheShe s'- reallyrealIyrealIy-

serious

really-
seriousseriousapproachingisapproachingapproachingit. 1I think JayjjlYJAYlY is approacn-approacnapproacll-approacllapproacn-
ing

approacll-
ing

-

ing it on a totqllytotallytot lly intellectualintellectual-
basis

intellectual-
basisbasis , withouiwithout thethe'pttendantthepttendant'attendantattendantttendant'' pracprac-prac-

I

prac-
ticality

¬-

I ticality neededneedd tq run the state .

Miller believesbelieves\believesbelieveshe\,; he can carry-
Southeastern

carrycarry-
SoutheasternSoutheastern , onc6onceonc Egan'spower-Egan'spowerEganspowerEgan'spower-
base

EganEgan'sEgans'5 powerpower-power-
base

-.

base , becausebe ause pollspolJs show he isis-

stronger
is-

strongerstronger there than Egan or Hick-HickHick-
el

Hick-

el
Hick-

el

-

elel.. Anchorage on the other handhand-
1s

hand-
isis1s 55-455545- Hickell-lickelllickel- , though Miller ,. isis-
confident

is-
confidentconfident about Fairbanks , Ma-MaMa-

fanuska
MaMa-

tanuska
-.

fanuskatanuska Valley and the KenaiKenai-
peninsula

Kenai-
PeninsulaPeninsula areas . Miller lost toto-
Egan

to-
EganEgan in a close race in the 19701970-
elections

1970-
electionselections .

To improve thet\1et1e\ quality ofof-
life

of-
fifelifefife , his first 'StepStep'. step as '-'governorgovernorgovernor-
would

governor-
wouldwould be to beef up the DiviDivi-Divi-
sion

Divi-
sion

¬-

sion-sionsionof-. of PlanningPlanningandand Resources .

Its now operating on a day-todaytoday-to-dayto-
day

dayto-
day

- ¬-

day basis but needs to have a-
long

aa-
longlong range goal to operate as itit-
should

it-
shouldshould insteadinsteadofof does, MillerMiller-
says

Miller-
sayssays .

Miller does not favor a capt-
al

capi-capicapi-
al

capt-captcapt-
al

-

al move , "TheThe" costs just outout-out-
weigh

¬.-

weigh any benefits that wouldwould-
accrue

would-
accrueaccrue to itit.."

Miller also supports a gasline-
through

gaslipegaslinegasline-
throughthrough Alaska , though not necneenec-nec-
essatily

¬.-

essarilyessaiilyessatily ElEI Paso'sPasos' proposal , bebe-bebe-

cause

be-

cause

¬-

cause of the benefits to Alaskans .

Though Canada is a friendly forfor-forfor-

eign

for-
eign

¬-

eign country he fears it maymay-
want

may-
wantwant majority interest in the line .

Miller had served in the statestate-
house

state-
househouse and now is a state senator .
Before stepping upupasas to governgovern-govern-

or
¬-

or in 1969 , he was Secretary ofof-
State

of-
StateState now the same as thethe-
lieutenant

the-
Lieutenantlieutenant governor'sgovernors' office .

II-

takingtaking children frorn.theirjhom-

es

frorntheirjhom-

esfromJheir1omfrom .theirbomestheirbomes-
to

{ ss-
toto other homes ,",.

aridand that pepcle saidsaid-
results

said-
resultsresults in

,culture shock.. .,
*

Education is not thetheithe!* only-
issue

onlyonly-
issueissue Libertarians are idealisticididealistic-
about

alistic
""

,
about . "BeairdBeairdBeaird has what hehhp callsccalls-
"radical

lIslIs-

hradical"radicalradicalhradical" proposals " forfor.1landfor1land|\. land ,,

gold , fishing and the gas pipeline-
controversy

pipelinepip lineline-
ccontroversyntroversyc . j11;1-

1He
, HejHefavors opening up AlaskanAlaskanAlaskan-

lands

Alaskan-

landslands for "legallegal" recognitibnrecognitionrecogniti n ofof-
private

of-
privateprivate ownership-ownershipownershipandownersl p-"" and is1is' "forfor"for-
another

""for-
anotheranother land claimsClainlS movementmovement-
for

movement-
forfor all people .

"
... '

HeHHe, also
,

favorsf:1vf1v: <?, rs the right ofof-
citizens

of-
citizenscitizens toto ownownowngoldgold ,, which heh-
eb

he-
believesbelievesb lieves would accelerate-accelerateaccelerate\acceleratethe'\,- thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska mining industryjndustry

'
.

Willie Hens'leyHensley ,. the EskimoEskimo-
Democrat

Eskimo-
DemocratDemocrat candidate for the U.SUS. .

House , said Beaird has a viewView-

closest
View-

closestclosest to the Libertarians regardregard-regard-
ing

¬.-

ing the fishingfisl ng industry in instiInstjinsti-insti-
tuting

¬.-

tuting the propagation andreand reore-rere-
plenishment

rere-
oplcnishmen

¬-

plenishmentplcnishmenplenishmentofof fisLfishfish-
Beaird

.
. Beaird , once a commercialcommercial-

fisherman
commercial-

fishermanfisherman himself , does not bebe-bebe-

lieve

be-

lieve

¬-

lieve in extending the fishing-

boundary
fishingfishing-

boundaryboundary to 200 miles becausebecause-
Japan

because-
JapanJapan would threaten to retaliretali-retali-
ate

¬.-

ate which would affect America'sAmericasAmerica's-
tuna

America's-
tuna

'
tuna industries .

"WeWe" would wind up withwith-
another

with-
anotheranother Russian wheat deal ---

the Japanese and American govgov-gov-
ernments

¬.-

ernments bargaining "ratherrather" thanthan-
what

than-
whatwhat his philosophy entails , "thethe"thei-
ndividual

"thei-
ndividual

"
individual fishermen bargaining .

"

Beaird said there are 50 LiberLiber-Liber-

tarians

¬.-

tarians nowm > w seeking national ofof-of-
fice

-¬.

fice . Rep . Steve Symmes of

J ' . ,

Idaho(i ho is a LibertarianLibertarian but ranran-
and

ran-
andand was electedelccte4 as a RepublicanRepublican-
said

Republican-
saidsaid Beaird . TomeTbnieTbn e Nathan , thethe-
Libert

the-
LibertarianLibertarianLibert rian vicel-presidentialvicelpresidentialvicd-presidentialvicdvice-presidentialvice,?- cancan-can-

didate

¬.-

didatedida te in 1972 was thetthee first wowoowo-wowoo-

man
wo-

ntan

¬-

manntan,
to receive an electoral vote.

( MoreMorelaterMorelater,
,
later )


