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Two credit courses will be glven
on television this. fall' which will

allow persons in: several. rural ‘

areas to: get credit from ‘the
University of Alaska without
leaving their homes.

The classes, “Ascent.of Man,
and “Classic Theater: Humanities
in Drama,” are being coordinated
by : the Summer Sessions and
Special Programs office of the
university in Fairbanks.

They will be shown on KUAC
television .in Fairbanks, KUAC
translator stations in the interior,

“and other PBS stations in Bethel

and Anchorage.

The. “Ascent of Man,” an
anthropology course; was given
“last. semester, ‘- ‘and.-had, great
response, said’Dr.‘Larry Helms,
Coordinator of Special: Academic
Projects. ' ‘‘Classic Theater”
consists of 13 classic plays, each
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REINDEER
HERDER?" is the title of this,
the most unusual book that was
Its.author. “is-~
Chester Asakak Seveck, a full-
blooded elderly Eskimo. Chester
wrote the book in his.own way *
of talking English. Broken En-
glish? Yes. Does it make sense?

This is the way Chester does

“HOW HAVE LONG LIFE"

“For long live and joy life, |
believe these things — Keep
busy and do ‘good work. Have
much exercise. Eat good food,.
no- waste ‘anything and every
day. enjoy what it gives and do
‘not spoil: this day with- much

““Be .happy. | know. this way
how | be ‘‘Longest Reindeer .
finish
1954, altogether 46 years herd

Credit Courses Per TV

two hours long; preceded by an
analysm and criticism by experts
in the field:

Each: program will be shown
once. during it’s scheduled week,
and éach will be repeated on the
following weekend.

Television courses are just part

‘of what the Special . Projects

office does, said Helms: 'In
keeping with its job of extending
academic .programs into  the
community, Summer Sessions
and Special Programs conducts
correspondence courses.: and
teaches on military bases. They

also conduct mini-courses for one .

credit.
To “teach 'a mim—course
professor will travel to an area

- requesting the.course, and give an,

intensive class that lasts three
days or so. \

Several courses have been taped
for distribution to pipeline camps
in a project with Alyeska. These
tapes will also be used in other
areas where they are wanted.

** Helms said that more television

and possible radio courses for

., credit may be coming up, and

several are in the ‘making,

including-one on computers and

“one on economics. Their future
will depend upon reactions  to
next semester’s two offenngs
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As books go,

You've never read, or seen, one like this one
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v | Conslder Myself a Rip Van Winkle'—
- Unique HISl'OI‘ICCIl Pr0|ect

By MARC OLSON

“I .consider myself a Rip Van
Winkle who slept for 20 years.and -

then discovered how things have
changed.”

These are the words of Tommy
Ongtooguk, a Native of
Northwestern = Alaska who is

.-working on a unique project for

the preservation of parts of his
disappearingculture.

Ongtooguk has completed one .

of several. projected - slide
presentations. on'various' aspects
of Native life. The first 480 slide
show consists of three main parts;
the environment, the: people, and
systems of living. It is concerned

~with the changing of Native life,

and - traditional "versus: modern

~-concepts of living.

Ongtooguk, who retired from
the army after over two decades
of service, was shocked at the
changes that, time had created in
his homeland:

- “It-was -a very sad thing for
me,” he says, “all 1 knew had
passed away.”

He returned to Alaska
permanently in 1971, and soon
began the media project on which
he works so diligently now.
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Since he worked in food service
in the army, he is Very interested
in the nutritional aspects of
Native food, and has devoted a
section of his first presentation to
edible plants in the region. He has

> plans for more projécts dealing

with Native foods.

Others things he is covering
include Native skills such as
making a skin'boat, spear, sled,
Kayak, and snow shoes and food
gathering methods, ools, and
preservation. He has also worked
on a series of cassette tapes by
older people on food gathering.
Ongtooguk’s show: has been
shown for. the XYZ, Extra Years
of Zest club in Nome, at the Rural
Media Conference in Fairbanks,
in Barrow; and for RurAL CAP.

appear on television, and the
university of Alaska wantstobuy
aportion of his slide show.
Ongtooguk is project director
of Mental Hef}?h and Alcoholism
for Nortoir Sound Health
Corporation, and. is planning to
work his shows and other projects
into ‘the media program of the
corporation.
“This work .is a means for

adjusting, he says, but
comfortably.

His purpose is to increase
cultural awareness in the
community, with an emphasis.on
school children. He also sees it as

ameans for the old and young to

_ relate by “the older teaching the

younger.” He merges the modern

i ‘with the old in the shows.

Ongtooguk sees cultural loss as

- a major factor in mental health
'problems and alcohelism in.

: Alaska. He works closely with Dr.
iLeo Ingle and two counsellors

He has ‘had 'several offers’ to!

adjusting,” he said, and now after -
“several years in Nome he is still
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TOMMY ONGTOOGUK — The creator of a slide show on Native
culture and program diréctor for Mental Health and Alcoholism' at
Norton Sound Health Corporation relaxes in his office as he talks.

— Photo by MARC OLSON
Edna Ayek and Mark Brown in

. the mental health and counselling

program that Norton Sound
Health Corporation provides. .
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NATIVE ALASKANS KNOW PROGRESS
DEPENDS ON TEAMWORK

T Alaska International Industries
knows this too — AlA and Weaver Bms.
is our team. }

Working for Alaskan progress

; ALASKA
‘ | INTERNATIONAL

INDUSTRIES, INC.

P.O. Box 3029
Fairbanks,
Alaska 99701
Telex: 35454




