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The late Nice Gray passedpassedonon November 3 in Anchorage .
Before his death from terminal lukemia , Mr . Gray had beenbeen-
widely

been-
widelywidely recognized as one of the strong leaders of the nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople of Alaska .

His gUbnessglibnessg libness ininspeech-speechspeech-, speechandand his persuasive powers hadhad-
IIi helped his people to organize . Just a week before hishis-

death
his-

deathdeath , Mr . Gray had seen the fruit of his labors when thethe-
native

the-
nativenative leaders agreed to form the current Alaska Federatio-
of

FederationFederatioFederation-
of

n
of Native Associations .

Very shortly before he died Mr . Gray painfully wrote the
followingthefollowingletter to William Paul , STSrSr.1Sr1Sr.1who., who had been his friend:;

I * * *
"\

Dear WilliamWilli am : '

Just a few lines , since one ofofmymy ailment'sailments' side-
effects

side
( effects is:: a semi-paralysissemiparalysis- ofofmymy hands whichwhichareare proneprone-

to
prone-

toto cramp up when IIwritewrite . Blamed81amed81Blamednamedamednnuisanceuisancen ui salce .

Thank you for your kindkindsentimentssentiments . From you a patpat-
I

pat-
on

pat-
on

I
on the back is equivalentequi valent )

to a laurellourellourelwreathlaurelwreathwreath . Truly . But
j . - you remember Him when He said , "WellWell" Well done--thoudonethoudonethou-

good
-- -

goodgoodandand faithfulfaithfulservantservant . "
I don'tdont' think in any ofofmymy feeblefeebl e efforts for our peoplepeoplpeopl-

was
e

was motivatedmotivotedImotivatedIImotimoti voted by an desiredesi re for personalrecognipersonalrecognitionpersonal recognitionrecogni tion nor-
fame

nornor-
famefame . AndAndasas you twice pointedpointedoutout, IIamam poor in dollar-
and

dollarsdollardoll arsars-
and

s
'

andandcentscents but then unlooked for , unsoughtunsoughtintangibleunsoughtintangible-
make

intangiblesintangibl ess
make me feelfeelrichrich indeed . I begin to feel that I havehavhav-
helped

e

\
helped to an awakeningowokenWing ofofallallallourour peoplepeopl to organizeorganize-
unify

f,
unify , then solidify all in the cause of justice , not inii-

the
n

, the spiritsp i ri t ofofrevengerevenge or retributionretri buti on . What'WhatWat'
!, is justifiediustifi ed forfofo-

a

r

a minority is justiust for 'all011..

May peace andandserenityserenity be your lot from here on out .

- Sincerely,
Nick Gray


