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ESKIMO CHAMPION -. Isaac OkleasikOkleasikofof Teller gives a pat ofof-
encouragement

of-
encouragementencouragement to one of hishi s sled dogs after completingcomp leting thethe-
tiring

the-
tiringtiring Iditarod Trail CentennialCentennialracerace . OkleasikOkleasikwonwon both heatsheats-
of

heats-
ofof the race to take home $7,0007000$ , prizepri ze money .

Courtesy of the Anchorage Daily News

Okleasik CapturesCaptures-
Centennial

Captures-
CentennialCentennial Race

Isaac Okleasik , a 46-year-46year46year-
old

46year-
old

46year-
old

-- -
old Eskimo from TellerTener ,

AlaskaAl aska , was the winner oror-
the

or-
thethe Iditarodlditarod Trail CentennialCentennial-
Dog

Centennial-
DogDog SSledg[ ed Race lastIastI ast weekend .

The crowd-pleasingcrowdpleasing--- mushermusher-
pumped

musher-
pumpedpumped his 11-dog11dogll-dogll- team to aa-
first

a-
firstfirst placepIacepI ace win on both days toto-
take

to-
taketake home a record $7,0007000$7,000-
prize

$7,000-
prize

$ ,

prize money . He finished twotwo-
minutes

two-
minutesminutes and 13 seconds aheadahead-
of

ahead-
ofof Pete ShepherdShepherdofof Fairbanks .

OkleasikOkl easik isi s a workingworking-
musher

working-
mushermusher who puts in an averaver-aver-
age

aver-
age

¬-
age of 600600milesmiles a month .

This informal training paidpaid-
off

paid-
offoff on the tiring 27.827827.R27R27.5275. milemile-
trail

mile-
trailtrail..

In the first heat on SaturSatur-Satur-
day

Satur-SaturSatur-
day

--¬
day , Okleasik passed 1616-
teams

16-
teamsteams to gain a slim I3sec-
ond

13-se-13seI3-se-I313se-
cond

I3sec-
ond

-- ---
cond lead over 19-year-old19yearoldI19yearold-
Billy

-year-oldyearoldyearold-
Billy

-
Billy Sturdevant of Anchorage..

Sturdevant closed the gapgap-
at

gap-
atat one time Sunday , but thethe-
trail

the-
trailtrailtrailwaswas too long and hishis-
dogs

his-
dogsdogs tired . He finished thirdthird-
behind

third-
behindbehind Pete Shepherd .

Shepherd was one of fourfour-
Fairbanks

four-
FairbanksFairbanks mushers to finishfinish-
in

finish-
inin the top tent en . The othersothers-
were

others-
werewere Steve Lasonsky , fourth;;
Harold GreenGreenwayway, sixth;; andand-
Gareth

and-
GarethGareth Wright , ninth. TheyThey-
admitted

They-
admittedadmitted to runningrunnin g a grudgegrudge-
race

grudge-
racerace among themselvesthemsel ves .

Huslia also made a strongstrong-
showing

strong-
showingshowing with two top racers -
George AttiaAttla Jr., in fifthfifth-
place

fifth-
placeplace , and Werner Vent inin-
seventh

in-
seventhseventh.. Larry Westlake ofof-
Riana

of-
KianaKianaRiana won eighth place .

Two eastern veterinariansveterinarians-
Charle

veterinarians-
CharlesCharlesCharles BelBelfordford of Deerfield ,

(continuedcontinuedonon Page 4)4)
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ISAAC OKLEASIKOKIEASIK Shows Form in Winning the Great Iditarod TrailTr
.
il

.

RaceRace-
r

RaceCO-

URTESY
r

COURTESY OF ANCHORAGE . " -

DAILY NEWS '

OKLEASIK . .44.k-

continued

- . .
(continuedontinued!= from Page I )

Massass ,. and RolandRotandRot and Lombard ofof.-
Wayland

of-
MassWayland.Wayland.' , .- MassMas's' . ,

- finishedfinished-
tenth

finished-
tenthtenth and eleventheIevent1! respecresperespeco-respecorespeco-
Lively

-¬
,

tivelyLively. Joe Redington Jr. , .,
last year'syears' winnerwirtner ' of thethe-
world

the-
worldworld championship racerace,,

finishedfmished twelfth .
The top finishers agreedagreed-

that
agreed-

thatthat the race ' should be heldheld-
in

held-
inin future years ; preferably'preferablpreferabl"preferably"preferably-
with

*'"'with the same ' purse ,"" 13rereport-reportreport-
ed

portport-port-
ed

¬--
ed Steve Lasonsky . LombardLombard-
said

Lombard-
saidsaid the face ' should be "runrun'run'"run-
in

"' 'run-
inin three heats on three difdif-dif-
ferent

dif-difdif-
ferent

¬--
.ferent daysday s .""

TheyTh y also felt thatth , whilewhile-
the

while-
thethe course was tiring , thethe-
trail

the-
trailtrailtrailwaswas in very good shape .

Race committee chairmanchairinanchairinan-
Joe

chairman-
JoeJoe Redington STSr . , who finfin-finfin-
Ished

finf-
ished

-¬

ishedfished 47th , saidsaid,, "ThisThis" is thethe-
lditarod

the-
IditarodIditarodlditarod Trail Race , and II-
think

I-
thinkthink .we have a course thatthat-
honors

that-
honors

.-we
w-e .honors the trailIftraiL.It'straiL.ItstraiLItstrail-trailtrail ._-,. IfIt'sIts''s a manman-man-

punisher
'- '

punisherpuni shei-sheisheiand- andandaa dog pounderpounder-
but

pounder-
butbut these mushers like it andand-
th

and-
that's . ,that'sthatsth ' the trailtrailrtrail------trailtrail--.-!. ' 1-1' - -- .- - - .- - --!l! .JestJest. tesJLulLanytest oLanyany r--


