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Now that the composer-composercomposer-

drmatist
composer-

drmati
composer-

drmatist
-

drmatistdrmati st duo of "LordLord" ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska" is back from creativecreative-
sessions

creative-
sessionssessions in San Francisco ,

there is much that is excitexcit-excit-
ing

excit-excitexcit-
ing

¬--
ing to ponder in the developdevelop-develop-
ing

develop-
ing

-¬-
ing musical drama..

Willard Straight , whomwhom-
Alaskans

whom-
AlaskansAlaskans can soon claim asas-
their

as-
theirtheir own , points out that thethe-
music

the-
musicmusic of the work has manyman-
y"flavoristic'flavoristicflavoristic"flavoristic"' elements ."
There is Russian liturgy ,

Russian dancing of manymany-
types

many-
typestypes , a minuet , five differentdifferent-
pieces

different-
piecespieces whichwhichrelyrely on Indian-Indianlndian-lndianIndian-
Aleut

lndian-
Aleut

Indian-
Aleut

-
Aleut musical tradition , an-
Irish

anan-
lriIrishlri sh balladball ad and lullabylull aby and anan-
Engl

a nn-
EnglishEnglishEnglshEngl sh drinking song of thethe-
period

the-
periodperiod just before Napoleon .

But in spite of this obviousobvious-
di

obvious-
disparitydisparitydi sparity in mood, StraightStraight-
feels

Straight-
feelsfeels that he has kept anyany-
deviation

any-
deviationdeviation to a minimummipimum fromfrom-

his
from-

hishis own basicbasicstyle-stylestyle'Style-' whichwhich-
ties

which-
tiesties it all together .

The minuetmi nuet , for example , isis-
"as

is-
"as"asas" Mozartian as you cancan-
get

can-
get , ,get ," andandalthoughalthough it reprerepr-reprrepr-
sents

repre-reprerepre-
sents

&-¬-
sents the farthest departuredeparturef-
rom

departuref-
romfrom his style , neverthelessnevertheless-
isis still his own and thus part

of the whole .

All the Indian-IndianIndianAleutIndian-AleutIndianAleut-Aleut numbersnumbers-
are

numbers-
areare based on one of the prepre-pre-
dominant

pre-prepre-
dominant

-¬-
dominant AleutAIeutAI eut ScalesSealesSeal es . TheThe-
one

The-
oneone Straight has chosen isis-
basically

is-
basicallybasically ofofsevenseven tones withwith-
the

with-
thethe octave above the lowestlowest-
tone

lowest-
tonetone . He reasonsrea ons it is moremore-
workable

more-
workableworkable musically in termsterms-
of

terms-
ofof "WesternWestern" music" and moremore-
cogen

.
cogen to the theatre-goingtheatregoingtheatregoingtheatregoing-
public

theatregoing-
public

--
public .

The scale is roughly equiequi-equi-
valent

equi-equiequi-
valent

-¬-
valent to the Phrygian ancient-
church

ancientan cientcient-
churchchurchchurchmodemode . Musicians willwill-
appreciate

will-
appreciateappreciate the quality of thisthithis-
music

ss-
musicmusic with Straight'sStraights' furtherfurther-
comments

further-
commentscomments :: "InsteadInstead'Instead"'' of thethe-
tonic

the-
tonictonic being on the first note ,

it is on the fifthfifth-thusfifththus-- thus givinggiving-
aa hypo-PhrygihypoPhrygi'hypo-Phrygi'hypo*' - an inversion/inversioninversion-

In
/. '""

In writing these songs ,

Straight made the odd disdis-dis-
covery

dis-
covery

¬-

covery that when this scalescalscal-
is

scale-
is

e
is used in the correct manner ,

it is the same as used by thethe-
Balinese

the-
BalineseBalinese . Hence in the midstmidst-
of

midst-
ofof the ChiefChi ef Storyteller'sStorytellersStorytell er ' s songsong-
he

song-
hehe plays up this aspect subtlysubtly-
asas the character tellstens of earthearth-
and

earth-
andand air. The accompanimentaccompaniment-
herehere is "veryvery" light and airy. "


