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HighHigh school dropout is aa-

major
a-

majormajormajor problem among NativeNative-
youngsters

Native-
youngstersyoungsters in the Fairbanks-
schools

FairbanksFairbanks-
schoolsschools , according to "- Jerry .

Norum , Director of Pupil-
Service

PupilPupil-
ServiceService in the North Star-
Borough

StarStar-
BoroughBorough .

. "II'"*! have trouble in talking toto-
Native

to-
NativeNative people who are in highhigh.-
school

high.-
school.schoolschool.. and take a notion .totoJ..to-
dropdrop out ," NorumNomm admitted inin-
an

in-
anan informal talk at the Feb . 1l1-

meeting
l-

meetingmeeting of the Alaska NativeNative-
Youth

'
Youth Association in Fair-
banks

FairFair-Fair-
banks

¬--
banks . "TooToo" oftenoften i don'tdont' suesucsuc-
ceed

sue-
teedceedteed - or anyoneanyone else doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
in

doesn't-
in

'
in talking them into staying in-
school

inin-
schoolschool.."

NorumNomm asked the group forfor-
suggestions

for-
suggestionssuggestions on ways to reachreach-
the

reach-
thethe potential dropouts amongamong-
thethe Native students .. "ToTo" bebe-
honest

be-
honesthonest , a lot of these kidskids-
justjust clam up when they seesee-
me

see-
meme ," he said.

When a member of the groupgroup-
asked

group-
askedasked NorumNarum why it is so imim-imim-
portant

¬-
portantportent to stay in school , .hehe._he-
replied

he ,

replied , _ 'ii"' . :. ' . people think itit-
is

it-
isis , for almost any job inin-
towntown ." He added that manymany-
people

many-
peoplepeople without high"high"highschoolhighschool"

schoolschool-
diplomas

school-
diplomasdiplomas who have managedmanaged-
toto get good jobs come back toto-
get

to-
getget more education .

An ANYAANYAmembermember asked ifif-
it

if-
itit is easy to get back intointo-
school

into-
schoolschool if a studentstwent does dropdrop-
out

drop-
outout and realizes his mistake .

Norum replied that it is . TheThe-
oldestoldest graduate of LathropLathrop-
HighHigh SchoolSchoolwaswas 35 at the-
time

thethe-
titimetime 'graduationgraduationof'graduationofgraduationof ' , he pointedpointed-
out

pointed-
outout . This year a 40-year-old40yearold4o-year-old-4o40-year-old-4oyearold-
man

40yearold-
man

-- -- --

man willwillreceivereceive his diploma,,
Norum said .

Of particular interestinteres t to thethe-
ANYAANYA , NorumNomm suggested are-
the

areare-
thethe 200 Native students whowho-
are

who-
areare educated in Fairbanks-
but

FairbanksFairbanks-
butbut whowh do not normally liveIilive-
in

veve-
inin Fairbanks area.. He said-
that

saidsaid-
thatthat the ANYAANY AAcouldcould be anan-
excellentexcellent source of activityactivity-
toto help these young peop.iepeopiepeop.lepeoplepeop.le-
adjust

people-
adjust

..
adjust to living in Fairbanks .

NorumNomtn also talked about thethe-
various

the-
variousvarious adult educationeducation-
courses

education-
coursescourses available , some forfofor-
highhighlgh schoolschoolcreditcredit . He exex-¬-

'-

plained
p-

lained
'

plained that a highhigh-highch- schoolschooldi-schooldischooldi-
ploma

choLdi-oLdioLdip-
loma

._ di¬-
ploma is also availableavail ble on anan-
equivalency

an-
equivalencyequivalency basis toto-topeopleto ,- people-
who

people
_ , . _ _ r , ' ." : '

_

who passpas$,_ a test'Th&studenttestThstudenttest'Th&student-
must

test.. "TheThe"ThTh"ThsfUa"' &' "-students-tudent-sfUasfUa"- tt-
mustmust passpass thethe-thetestthe-testthetest- test ,withwit a rank-
in

rankrank-
in

r
in the top 50 percentileperentileper entile 'groupgroup'group

.
,;,

*

NorumNarum 8aisaid . -
,

The ' test meansmeansmens that thethe-
person

' ,

person possessespossesses ' .anan.,
.
..educa-

tion
.educa-.educaeduca-seducas.educa-

tion
--*' . '

tion equal to minimum highhigh-
school

high-
schoolschoolrequirementsschoolschoolrequiremrequirementsrequirem iiss , ,. ._ NorumNortForumm ,. . ,

. stated... "ThatThat"
- doesn'tdoesnta es1t'; '

down _ ,

grade " it ," ' hehestressed- -stressedstressed.stressed.-str ssed.. .' "InIn" ,.

some people'speoplespeople 's eyesey s it upup-up-up-
grades

up-
grades

¬-
grades itiitit; if someone.someone.

someone .. is an8.I8Ian.an-
adultadult - andd goes aridarid-aridBtaridstudies- studiesBt didiss, _-
maybe fails once or twicettcece, butbut-
keeps

butbut-
keepskeeps on

' studyingstudyjng andandretakesandretakes-
it

retakesretakes-
itit and "'""passesp ses;:

"

NorumNarum '-

,
said that he is curcur-cur-

rently
cur-

rently
¬-

rently workingworking-workingwith.- withwith-withabout- about 7575-
who

75-
whowho desire to quit schoolschool-
for

school-
forfor some reason . He expects .

100 to 150 beforebefoJe; thetie
-

end of .='
_ .

theJAnyear .
,. . _ J,. '- _ _ ' _ . - " -, - -

An education committeecommittee-
was

committee-
waswas formedformed-toformedto,- to studyst y some of-
the

ofof-
the

,
the problemspro

- Jenis ._ presented ' and '

report back to the ' membermembei-membeimembei-
ship

member-
ship

¬- _
ship. TheTlie committee will beabe -aa,- aa-
standing

a-
standingstanding committee .onon., on eduededu-eduedu-
cation

¬-
cationc tion , which is . one-oneone-

the

onethene.th-
e

neth-
e

:--". .
the -

primaryprimary areas of inmtSf'ofSfofst ' ofof-
the

.-
. the ANYA...

'

.."

The next regularregularmeeting'
meeting ofof-

the
'

the Association , will be Wed-WedWed-
.resday

Wed-
msday

Wed-
.lesday

--
.resdayresdaymsday.lesdaylesday., , March I1..


