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Tribute toto-

Eben

to-

EbenEben HopsonHopsoHopsonA-

ugust

",,

Aui\l5tAuil5tAugust\ 11,1980119801,1980-

Dear

, 1980

Dear Editor:.

After raidingreading your ,July 9th9th-
iasue

9th-
issueIssueiasue of Tundra TunesTimes about-
Mayor

about-
Mayor

iboutabout
Mayor Eben Hopson'sHopsons' death I[I-

feltfelt compelled to write thil-
letter

thinthilthisthis-
letterletter . I .was.uu Director of PublicPublic-
Safety

Public-
SafetySafety under Eben for 331-
years

3431!
yeanyeamyears and .worked.ortedorted .with.ithith him andand-
for

and-
for(foror htmhim almost on a dailydally bssisbasilbasis .

While controversy certainly sur-

T

sur-
rounded

sursur-¬-

January
rounded=, T

my
I feel

leaving
ia itItIn

n
In
UInimportant=Barrow

Importantimportant-
for

inin-

January
for people to know bowhow I ffeltfelt-
about Int9Int96bo";' 6bo6boe :llnabout Ebenn, In 1976 Ebene asas-

ked
as-as¬-

ked me to be the Director ofof-
a

of-
aa nenew. PublicPubllc Safety Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-¬.-
ment under the Borough gov-
ernment

gov1I0vgov-¬.-
ernment.. We had many discus-
sions

dlJcus-
slons

discusdlJcus-dlJcusdiscus-¬-
sionsslons about the role or publicpublic-
safety

public-
safetysafety In the North Slope ,. HeHe-
was..uuwasu strongly supportive ofot allall-

my
all-

mymyy efforts thereafter to bringbrlnllbring-
safety

brlnll-
safetysafety , peace , and securityaecudty to thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople of the North Slope . EarlyEarly-
Inin thethe development of the Sta-
te's

StaSta-¬.-
te'stes'' first locally controlled tri-

gional

tri-tritrItri-

service
-.

service publlcpublic safety departmentdepartment-
operating

department-
operatingoperating on a regionalgional basisbasis-
for

basis-
forfor native..ii . = villages..magmag Eben toldtold-
me

told-
meme that he .would.ouldould support Ita-

development
itsItaits-

developmentdevelopment and Insure thatthat-
there

that-
therethere ..ouldouldwould be no polltlcalpolitical Inin-

terference
in-in.-

terference . He wanted the lIIIIesamelIIIIe-
services

same-
servicesservices available and providedprovided-

toto largerLugerr dtlesdtiescities for hishil people

In rural villages . I ..antantwant thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople otof the North Slope andand-

of

and-

ofof Alaska to knoknow. that behe keptkept-

bls

kept-

hishisbls word .

I have never .worked.ortedorted for aa-

finer
a-

finerfiner individual nor a penon-
with

personpenonperson-

withwith consistentconsiltent foresightforeslgh t in mat-

ters
matmat-mat-

ters
-¬-

ters that effected hish1a people .

He fought the state governmentgovernment-
InIn establlshlngestablishing this locally concon-

trolled
con-con.-

trolled departmenten , backed upup-

and:and stood firm when: contro-
versy

controcontro-¬-

versyveray surrounded both the de-

alntalned

de-

partment's
de-dede-

partment's
-- '

partment'spartments ' authority and juris-

diction
juria-juriajuris-jurisjuria-

diction
--

diction , and ",evenen alntalnedmaintainedmaintained-
confidence

maintained-
confidence

alntalned-
confidenceconfidence and supportIIIppol1 hiIn meme-

when.when.benben I[ .was. faced with a grand-

jury
grand-

jury
grand

jury indictment . Hetie gainedpIIIeG mymy-

respectrespectt early , I only hopehire' bebe-

gainedgained respect-: t foro me ., He .waswas-

aa fighterflg\1terflg1ter\ .when.henhen an Issuelaaue arosearose-

and
arose-

andand had tremendotremendous itenacitytenacity-

when
" *nv.when.henhen confrontingcootrontlnll poblemspooiems thatthat-

arose
that-

uoae
inai

uoaearose over the years..

'There'lberelbere .wen.ereerewere constant battlebattlesbattles-
overoverrr-

e
issues of publicb safetysafety-safetyandand-

law
and: : : -

lawj eenforcemente e on the Northorthorth-

SlopeSlope and Eben lead them all-

to
all-

to
all

to a very SUCCsuccessfullffuJ conclusionconclualon .
In fact hishil lastwt Involvement .with-
the

with.IthIth.Ith-

thethe department that hebe created-
was

created.was.uu to insure the completion of-
a

of-
a

of
a Regional Service Center for-
public

for-
publlc

for
publicpubllc safetywety that included the-

best
the-

best
the

best facilities{acuities for detention In-

the
in-

the
in

the state establishingeatabllshlng locally con-

trolled
con-

tions

con-con-.
trolled communlty-buedcommunltybuedcommunity-basedcommunitybased-- correc-
uons

correccorrec-.-
tionstionauons fortor the North Slope ,. rI'm-

sure
fmI'mImfm-

aura
'

sunaurasure he felt as I did that nativenative-
Ole

native-
peoplepeopleOle of the North shouldsbould notnot-

be
not-

sentbe sent ""outaldeoutalde"outsideoutside " of the slopeslope-

to
slope-

toto serve timeUme hiIn an alien environ-
ment

environ-
ment

environenviron-¬-

ment separated from family ,
friendsfrienda , and visitorsv1altors . He alsoalaoalso-
saw.saw. to ttIt that there .would.ouldould nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger be reuonreason for people In

distantdiltant villages to liveDve even oneone-
day

one-
dayday hiIn fearrear of an IntoxicatedIntoxlcatedIntoxicated-
person

Intoxlcated-
penonpersonpenon with Ia riflerlne shootingsbootlnll upup-
the

up-
thethe villagevilllie . ChildrenldrenC could live InIn-

safety:;safety1 and: peacetoI, oIolder citizenscitizens-
coWdcouldcoWd :live r:without:t: fear of Inti-
mldation

toll-
mldatlon

toll-tollInti-Inti-
mldatlonmldationtt-

I

or threats . Above allall-

Eben
.=Eben brought:)\\II t peace=:, safety ,:andand-

security
cic-

iaecuritysecurityaecurity to the villagers and then-
children

their-
chJIdren

their-
children

then-thentheir-

childrenchJIdren shouldahould not forgettOfiet this -
Eben was responsibleresponalble for tarfar bet-
ter

betbet-¬.-
ter UvesUvealives Uvedlived In his villagesvlBagea fromfrom-
that

from-
thatthat date on . He believedbeU'edbeUed"' Inin-

justice. justice for all and .saw. that itit-

was.was.asas done whatever the obstacle .,

Eben buebrought-
North

brought::Jcejustice :-to hbishishis-
people= : JceS1pepeople;IeI- ebuehiIn the North-

to
Northorth S1-peS1peSlope ,. AA-

majormajor accomplishmentaccompllshment for .which.hlchhlchwhich-
his

.hlch-

hilhishil name will not and ahould-
not

shouldahouldshould-
notnot be forgottenfOfiotten with hish1a passpall-pallpass-¬-
ingInllpallInllpassIng.

Eben and I1 agreedqreed in earlyeulyearly-
July

euly-
July,July ofot 1976 that localloeal controlcontrol-
over

control-
overover public safety and talawlaw-
enforcement

.
enforcement meant native concon-
trol

con-con.¬-.

trol11'011101' and not white administra-
tive

administraIdminIatraadministra- ¬.-
tivetlve Independence . That'lbatlbat' agree-
ment

&pee-
ment

agree&pee-&peepeeagree-&-¬-

ment was maintained rightrlg\1trlg1t\ up toto-

JanIW'J
to-

JanuaryJanuaryJanIW'JJanIWJ' 23 , 1980 when EbenEben-
d1am1ased

Eben-
dismisseddismissedd1am1ased me oberobey the contro-
versy

controcontro-contro-
versy

-¬-

versy of an alcohol studyatudy thatthat-
was.was.asas perceived uas Ia slightalJg\1talJg1t\ againstapInstagainst-

the
apInst-

thethe people of the North Slope .
It was. never meant to be that ,
at least not by meme.. Ilaupposuppose ItIt-

seeIDI

it-

seemsseemsseeIDI strange that aI man whowho-

was
who-

wuwaswu Bredfired byhy Eben would praiseprallepraise-

him
pralle-

himhim - but It could never be anyany-

other
any-

otherother .way.ayay as far asu I am concer-
ned

concer-
ned

concerconcer-¬-

ned . He foughttought for hishla peoplepeople-
and

people-
andand those would not or couldcould-

n01
could-

notDotn01not understand that are foreverforever-

missingmissing thehe Importance of E-

bens
E-

bent
E-E-tf'eItfeI:.' fnfn-

Ufe
bentbens lifefe . I respected Eben Inin-

LifeUfeLife and I .WO.mmwill) forever reaped-
him

respectreapedrespect-

himhim in death ,.
(ContinuedCoqtinued on PagePa&ePae& 6)6)
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I sincerely hope that otheothersothers-
will

others-
willwill follow his example In stren-
gth

strenstren-.-
gth and courage - Eben hadhad-
both

had-
bothboth In large measure .

One who would caJl-

Eben
callcaJlcall-

Eben
call-

EbenEben and the people-
of

peoplepeople-
or

people-
oforof the North - Fnend-

Kim
FriendFnendFriend-

Kim
Friend-

KimKim Moeller-
P.O

MoeJler-
P.O

MoellerMoeJlerMoeller-
P.OP.OPO. . Box 1616-

Sand
16-

Sand
16-

SndSndSand* PointPomt , AK 99661996-

61ArthurArthur Hippler-

Safetro.y

Hippler-

Safeuxiy

Hippler/HipplerHippler-

Safeway

/
SafeuxiySafetro.ySafetroySafeway. Stores

701 S . KlevmKlevlnKlevin No 2626-

Anchorage
26-

Anchorage
26-

AnchorageAnchorage , AK.. 9950499504-
August

99504-
August

99504-
AugustAugust 18 ,. 19801980-

Dear

1980-

DearDear EditorEditor-

The
EditorThe
The irrationality of Arthur EE-

HIppler
E-

Itippler-HipplerI-tipplerItippler In his vIews of EskimosEskimos-
andand whaling ican be demonsftn .:ted ssimplyntycasby supplantingp a : Esk-
imosWhaling

Eski-Eski -:
los/WhahnglosWhahngmosfWhallngmos/WhalingmosWhalingmosfWhallngwithmosWhalingwith/ with ArthArthurur Hip-
pierSafeway

Hip-Hip-'.pierpier/SafewaypierSafeway/ISafeway stores .

Arthur HipplerRippler bases hishis-

claim
his-

claimclaim to10 grocerigroceries" on *two-
grounds

twotwo-
grounds

"

grounds , one thathat. there.. ... . Is aa-

nutritional
a-

nutritional
.

nutritional need and that hehe-

will

he-

willwill go hungry If he does notnot-
go

not-
go(goo grocery shoppingshQpplng ,. . ..thethe.the-

second
the-

secondsecond leg of the ArthurArthur-
Hippler

Arthur-
RipplerHipplerRippler argument Is that blshisbls-

culture
his-

cultureculture demands grocery-
shopping

grocerygrocery-
shoppingshopping and that somebowsomehowsomebow-
his

somehow-
his

enowenow-
hishis cultural Identity will wit-
her

witwit-¬.-
her If he does not engage In-

this
inin-

thisthis afternoon leisurely acti-
vity

actiactlacti-¬.-
vityVlty , but that somehow gro-
cery

gr0-
cery

grogr0-gr0gro--¬-

cery shoppingshoppingwnJshoppingwillwUlwnJwill preserve It .
Both arguments are speciousspeclous .
There Is nowhere In Alaska-
that

AlaskaAlaska-
thatthat groceries are crucialuclal 10-

anyone's
to10to-

anyone's
to-

yone'sanyone'sanyonesyone'syones' nutrition . . ..grocgroc.grocergrocer.grocer-.grocer-
ies

.-
lesies, j are unqualifiedly not nnec-
essary

neenec-nec- .-
essary for anyone'sanyones' nurish-
ment

nurish-
ment

nurish-nurishnurtsh-.
mentmenL.
menLThe
The second is equally inin-

adequate
in-in¬.-

adequate ,. but more emotional" ' .
No one can tellteU soisomeone elseelse-
what

else-
whatwhat their culture should be .

But in realityaI all those thingsthings-
that

i
att aIkealkeal: kealpthaptha

that go to make up a truly dis-

tince
dis-

tince
dis-dis-

tincetlDce cultural tradition , with thethe-
exceptIon

the-
exceptionexception of the language aareare-
extinct

are-
extinctextinct now .

Arthur HipplerRippler , however , hashas-
aa tremendously powerful arar-

gument
ar-ar¬.-

gument that he should exeexertexert-
to

exert-
toto the fullest if he wants '10to10-

go
to-

go
. _

go grocery shopping . ItItISI-
Sthe

isis-

thethe simple admission that hehe-

likes
he-

likeslikes to spend money . . .

The weakness of Arthur IS-

hIS
isis-

hishIS racist character . Why (can-
not

can-
e

can-

g

can-can-

not; eeveryonee7ne7nae7nt:: got grocertm'
shop-

ping
shop-shop-

pingg if he vantswantsa to ? II'mImm suresure-
anyany numberr of non-unonunonu-

ght
nonurbanite-

might
non-urbanltesnonurbanltesnon-urbaniteurbanitenonurbanltes-

might
-- s

mightght like the <chance" .. ..hoho.howhow.ho-

many
.how-

many
w

manymy ( Safeways ) are there ? Art-
hur

ArtArt-.-
hurr Hippler is not a irelIablereliable-

because
,

because" " not unbiased ofof-

such
"tt sousource , oo-

suchsuch Information . . ..NationalNationalNation.National-
quotas

National-
quotasquotas for this leisure ., andandItIt II-

a
isis-

a
s

a leisure , should be alloiallocatedallocateallocated-
by

allocate-
by

d
by lottery to10 anyone inteinte-

vided

InterestInterest-
the

interestedinterested-
the

ed
( the omyonly fafair. way ) , and no pre-
ference

pre-
ference

pre-pre-

ference. provided, --videdvided by irace . ItIfIt-

ArthurArthurr Hippler is the rmost. . . .InIn-

terested
In-In. . .-

terested , he will mostlyostry be thethe-
quota

the-
quotaquota i applicant . IfItItnotIfnotnot , so be it .

It is kmdaklDdakinds silly to10 be tryingtrying-
toto overcome racism ( as wewe-

are
we-

areare ) by tying all kinds oo-

quotas
ofof-

quotas
f

quotas in every sphere of lifelIfe-

to
life-

toto race ( whIch we also are ) .

ThIs strategy may somedaysomeday-
backfire

someday-
backfirebackfire wIth temble re-

solutes
reore-rereo-

solutes
-

solutes ., IfIfwewe do not abandonabandon-
and

abandon-
andand denounce It now .

Sincerely ,

Gilbert Hendnck50n-

University

HendncksonHendnck50nHendricksonHendnckson-

iversity

Hendrickson-

University--UniversityUniversity" --iversityiversity of AlaskaAJaska ( InstituteInstitute-
for

institute-
for

to
for Social and Economic ReRe-

search
Re-

th
Re-Re-.

searchth ) Associate Professor oo-

Anthropology
ofof-

Anthropology
f

Anthropology Arthur Hippler ii-
his

InIn-

hIS
n

his Sunday column in the Anc-
horage

AncAnc- ¬.-
horage Times

"... ..nono place forfor-
extremists

for-
extremistsextremists . "

Naval Arctic Research LabratoLabrato-
Barrow

LabraloryLabralory-
Barrow

ry
Barrow , Alaska 9972399723

19 August 19801980-

Dear

1980-

DearDear EdIlorEditorEdIlor-

I

Editor-

II recently receivedreceivedourour issuissu-

of
issueissue-

of
e
eh

of the Tundra Times whitwhichh

printed Arthur Hippler'sHipplers' TieYlewsviewsYlews-

on
views-

onon InupiatInuplat culture and youryour-

editorial
your-

editorialeditorial on It . I certainly dodo-

not
do-

notnot endorse Dr . Hippler'sHipplers' views .

Howeverever , I was also a bit dis-
appointed

disdlsdis-¬.-
appointedJn:JnveveWW:with youiyour remarksremarks-
which :"-which gaveve me J;thea""fmeuafmeuaiimpressionimpression-

that
;::

that the UniversityUnivenity of Alaska-

was
Alaska-

was
Alaska

wasras not responsive or culturallyculturally-
sensitive

culturally-
sensitivemsitivesensitive to InupiatInuplat values .

Every research institute at thethe-
University

the-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity with which I havehave-
regular

have-
regular

have-
regularregular contact iaIsb very sensi-
tive

sensl-
"ve

sensl-
tive

sensl-senslsensi-sensi-
"vevetive" to the cultural needsneedJ ofof-

le
of-

the
of-

thethele native AmericansAmerlcwAmerican's' of ourour-
StateStateta . Y-

p
Your openingn partsparts-

is : :':.is most apropos:to a problemproblem-
when

!
when you state that """thethe ext-
remists

extext-.-
remlstsremists believe that theretherea\aaIs\ nono-
place

no-
placeplace for bumanhuman beings In thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Ecosystem ." The truthtruth-
is

truth-
isisplaceforthat thenthere Is a very real place
for the human beings . ThenThere b-

no
is-

no
tabis

no place for thetbe extremists .

TbeThe Naval Arctic ResearchResearch-
Labmtory

Research-
LabratoryLabratoryLabmtory isb a research unit of-
the

of-
the

of
the University of Alaska whichwhich-
IsIs operated under contract forfor-
the

for-
thethe Office of NavNaval Research ..

Over the 33-year33year- hihistory of thisthis-
Labratory

this-
LsbratoryLabratoryLsbratory , it has interactedinteracted-
strongly

interacted-
stronglystrongly with the InupiatInuplat com-
munity

com-
nunlty

com-com-.

nunltymunity . Numerous individualsindividuals-
e

individuals-
have

individuals-
havehave becomee valvaluedvalued-

consultants
ued researchresearch-

consultants
research-

consultantsconsultants , informants , iassis-
tants

assIS-assISassIS-
tants

--

'tantsU , and co-workerscoworkersco.workerscoworkers-. . The nana-

people
na-

tive
na-na-.

tlvetive people have a profoundprofound-
knowledgeknowledge1

I ' - - of their eenviron-
ment

environ-environ- -v - - - - -
ne ean [ : vhehe[;ment and an attachmentta ntnt-

e
to theirtheir-

landland . It Is also very understand-
able

understandundentandunderstand- ¬.-

apprehensivesable that they areace apprehensiveapprehensive-
about

apprehensive-
aboutfromwabout the changes resulting from-
resource

from-
resource

fronfrom
resourcesource development and the-
cultural

thetiletile-
culturalcultural Impact that will resulLresult.

The InuplatInupiat leaders respectrespect-
research

respect-
researchresearch which can lead 10to thethe-
protectionhomedprotection of their arctic homhome-
land

home-home.-

landlandandand preservation of theirtheir-
cultureculture . We were very well awareaware-
andand sensitive to this when wewe-

developed
we-

developeddeveloped our PROJECT WHA-
LES

WHAWHA- ¬.-

LESLESresearch
financialthroughfinancial;nc

rresearch:''ppsupport
*" :program

rtro from: *through
the
'

fu':Bu-

reau
Bu-Bu

*"

.-
reau of Land Management/OCSManagementOCSManagementOCS-
program

ManagementOCS-
program

/
program ( Anchorage ) .. At thethe-
very

the-
veryvery Inception of the program ,

IISSOCUItionassociation was made withrith thethe-
North

the-
North

the-
NorthNorth Slope Borough SchoolSchool-
District

School-
OIstnctWhallneCommissionWhalingCommissionDistrictOIstnct , Alaska Eskimo WhalingWhallne
Commission , and Alaska FedrFedera-
tion

FederaFedera-.-

tlontion of Natives . This associatIOnassociatIOn-
was

association-
waswas a valuable one and affordedafforded-
active

afforded-
activeactive participation of our Inu-
put

InuInu-.-
p.tptput. colleagues In this extensIveextensIve-
and

extensive-
andand multidisciplinary project..

toPROJECTPROJECT WHALES is now
over . It is gratifyingn to us toto-

note :JatlsfofFonote that followup :projectse arethenfbeingbeing sponsored directly byy thethe-
AEWCW.""rtrt" :':SdAEWC . It also saddesaddens us thatthat-
thethe NARLNARLwillwill soon cease 10-

exist
to10to-

existexistlaboraloryduelaboratorydue" ''slsl as a scientific laboratclaboralorylaboratory
duee to10 lack of funding and anan-

unsuCC
an-

unsuccessfulunsuCCunsuccessfulSSful search for a newnew-
host

new-
hosthost . It dISappoints us that des-
pite

desdes- .-
pltepite the numerous positive com-
ments

comcom-.-
mentsnts for the continuation of-
the

ofof-
thethe Laboratory froifroi-

d
from the local .,

rynationalnational , andd International sci-

ence
sci-

unlties
sclsci-sci-.

ence communitiesunlties that it willwil-
lenterenter a caretaker phase andand-
ultimate

and-
ultimateultimate closure particularly at a-

time
aa-

timetime when arctic research actio-
vity

acti-
vity

actiactioacti-¬-

vity in Alaska shows promise ofof-
sudden

of-
suddensudden and continued growth .

SincereSincerely) yours ,

IISincerelyTechnicalKelleyTechnicalDr . John JJ
Director

. Kelley


