According to Anthropologist:

Relocation could lead
to illness and death

PASADENA, Calif. — A leading anthropologist at the
California Institute of Technology has written President
Carter a letter warning that relocation of some 6,000 Na-
vajo people trom their ancestral homelands will seriously
increase the rates of illness and death among Navajo a-
dults, and “will be especially traumatic for Navajo women

of all ages.”

In a personal letter of pro-
test to President Carter, Dr.
Thayer Scudder, a world-renow-
ned population relocation expert
explained, *“‘research that I direc-
ted among relocated Navajo In-
dians in late 1978 and early
1979 indicated that Telocation
will be especially traumatic a-
mong Navajo women of all ages.
It 15 through them that the

land. is passed on to the
children. If the land is taken
away .many women will

suffer terribly because they be-
lieve that their children will
scatter off the reservation and
will {ose their Navajo identity.”

Scudder continued, “while I
expected elderly Navajo women

to be stressed by compulsory
relocation, frankly, I did not ex-
pect the analysis of our data
to indicate that most adult wo-
men of all ages can be expected
to be seriously stressed, irres-
pective of education and em-
ployment status.”

Despite the appeal, however,
President Carter signed the Na-
vajo and Hopi Indians Reloca-
tion Act of 1980 into law on
July 8, 1980.

Scudder added, “I am further
deeply disturbed that the solu-
tion to this land dispute bet-
ween American Indians requires
the compulsory relocation of
over 5,800 people while the re-
solution of land disputes bet-
ween American Indians and An-
glo-Americans (as recently car-
ried out in New England) does
not require compulsory reloca-
tion of Anglos.

“l believe that we are fol-
lowing a double standard here
which is reprehensible.”

Scudder declared that he be-
lieved the relocation legislation
must be repealed curing the next
congress and “replaced with a
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major development program for
the Hopi people and the Navajo
residents of the former Joint
Use Area.”

Scudder told Caxter “at the
very least, I urge you to appoint
a distinguished panel, drawing
members. of the National Aca-
demy of Sciences (including the
National Institute of Medicine)
to carry out an independent ap-
praisal of the expected impact
of relocation on the Navajo
people involved.

“To date, too much assess-
ment has been in an adversary
setting; (and) a careful assess-
ment of human costs by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences
would help clear the air and
.hopefully lay the basis for a
more equitable solution,” Scud-
der noted.



