Three Bush Villages Apply
For OEO Funds for Projects

Three  willages o remote
Alaska areas are on their way
toward bettering themselves,
through use of programs ont-
Lined 1o President Johnson's
War on Poverty.

Husha, Koyokak and Wan-
wright have apphed for funds
available through anti-poverty
programs to carry out selected
village improvement programs.

Plans eall for a complete

clectrical generation anddbiseautting

tribution for  Wain-
wright, which presently
.

system

s

no  electricity, a complete
move for the village of Koyu-
kuk, threatened by floods on
the lower Yukon River, and a
new  community  building for
Husha.
NOT WAITING

Men at Huslia, on the Koyu-
kik River, are not waiting for
the maoney o come from Wash-
mnglon.

They're  already  aty work,
spsaaiy] . hauling
peclet1ogs for the new- build-
ing from cutting sites cast of
the village to a nearby slough,
where the logs will wait for

1

spring and high water to float
them to the village itself.
“The building project at
Hushia is unique in that this
will be the first time the 040
has financed the construction
of a public butlding i this

arca,” said Flore Lekanof,
Office of  Eeonomic  Oppor=
funity  Co-Ordinator in Far-

banks, ““It's possible that we
may get pilot-program financ-
ing for it. The closest ex-
ample to this that I can recall...
is at one village i south-
western  Alaska, were OFO
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funds were used o move a
building  from one  site to
another.” :

Huslia residents will plan,

design and  build  the new
huilding by themselves, with
no outside  help. Only

workers constructing the log
community center itself will
be paid from the $10,000 0150
grant asked for. Men who are
now cutting trees are volun-
teers,
510,000 WAN'T [
$10,000  grant will
mostly labor costs
the  one-story  log
designed o be 107 x

The
cover
building
center,
GO

The Tabor crew witl total 10
men; 1 foreman at a salary of
800w month, 2 carpenters at
$640, and $400 for 7 laborers.

Work 15 expected to last
three months,
Many  volunteers - men who

are offering their services
without pay, are also mvotv-
cd o the project. A local re-
stdent with accounting exper-
wenee has offered to act as a
hmekeeper-nceonntant, the
owner of o Hushia trading
has  Volunteered s
Caterpallar bulldozer and hin-
cquipment  operalor,
and 21 men are acting as log-
pors o cut and haul logs to
the stongh, from where they
will be floated to the building
stie.

Ihe application” for
for the plammed badding

posit

self as

funds
e

through  that village's Cone
munity Action Group estalr
Lished under OFO - sponsor-
ship. George Atth, well-

known dogmusher from Huslia,
15 Chairman of the group as
well as Chief of the village.
WAINWRIGHT

The village of Wamwright,
with almost 400 people, has
no clectiieity. The only gen-
erator - the village s a
power source for the Burcan
of Indian Affarrs school there

N

that supplies power for the
school complex only.

Villagers — at - Wainwright
have reportedly heen offered
a 20KW diesel generating unit
from a nearby U.S. Air force
DEWLine station, but genera-
tors  themselves, a building
for the unit, plus power hnes,
utility poles and installation
costs are expeeted o he fi-
nanced through an apphication
for 010,

The ation of  the
system plos labor would re-
quire financing o the point of
$36,000--59 000 for the Tabor
costs 1 mnning power lines
building the power shack and
wstalling equipment.

The  remaining
would be used in purchas-
g equpment needed.

GENERATORS

Wainwright's neighbor, Pt
Barrow, 150 mites o the
northeast, may come to that
village's aid with a sale of
two generators for an s
undetennined price. Report-
edly, the price could range
between 3 and 5 thousand
dollars.

The

come

st

two  generators would
from Barrow utifities,
Ine.- Barrow's communty-
owned power compiny .
Wannwright's system, once
bbbt would e self=support-
g through the sale of power
- villagers. Although  the
Burcauw of Indian AMffairs s
presently generating it's own
clectnenty for - the
that agencey had ndicated s
buying from the
village power co-op and sav-
g tselt the headaches and
expense ol mamtwming a
separate power souree
OTHER PROJE
Although  the power project
15 the works at present for
Wainwright, clectricity 1sn't
the only mmprovement  ambi-
tious villagers there want o

school,

mterest an

Iring,

A water well is nm'lh-(L At
present,  Wainwright  people
have te cut ice from nearby
fresh water Lakes for a supply

of drinking  water, fike in
many other Arctic communi-
hes.

A well dniied there conda

solve the problem of carrying
moice. Bven though the ittde
Fiskimo community sits on the.
shoreline water, a
well drilled onshore would be

near sall

hikely to it a good  fresh
water supply.

Stlar - wells have  bheen
drilled at St George and St
Panl, on the Pribifofs, with

SHCCEeSS.
COAL INDUSTRY

Another resource Wainwright

people would Tike to develop

15 prodactive use of coal-
ficlds near the village.
People  there have nsed

the coal which s laving
open veins  on top of the
ground—to heat their honses
for years,  Soft coal (Bitumi-
nons) deposits are 7 omiles
from the village, while hand
coal (Anthracite), which burns
better, has to be transported
from 15 miles away.



