
VILLAGE POWERPOSER IS ' POSSIBLE ;

REARE FEASIBILITY STUDYb .

:

Best Ways to BringBring-
Power

Bring-
PowerPower to OutlyingOutlying-
Areas

Outlying-
AreasAreas: Is

,

Study Goal
By TIM BRADNERBRADNER-

AA breakthrough in Alaska village electricity problems maymay-
be

may-
bebe coming soon .

The federal Rural ElectrificationElectnfication Administration , beforebefore-
now

before-
nownow limited to financing electricalelectricalcooperativescooperatives in populatedpopuratedpopurated-
parts

populated-
partspartspartspartsofof the statest.BtestBte. , may be openingopming the door to financing elecelec-elec-
tric

elec-
tric

-¬

tric co-opscoopsCHpS()- in remote villages , where people now use gas
lanternsIWltems for lighting .

The REA hahas* been givengivent-
Fte

given-
thethetFte go-aheadgoaheadgo-ilbgoilb-- ad to conduct a88-
liurvey

a-
surveysurveyliurvey on thetile bestbeat ways ofof-
bringing

of-
bringingbringing electricity intotntolnto+ nownow-
powerless

now-
powerlesspowerless rural communities ,

the Tundra Times has beenbeen-
told

been-
toldtold..

State SenatorSt-natorStnator- R.RRR.... (< Bob )

BlodgettI310dgett said yesterdayyeaterdo.vyeaterdov. hehe-

had
he-

hadhad been informedinfonned that REAREA-
officials

REA-
officialsofficials in Washington hadhad-
reooived

had-
receivedreceivedreooived a memorandummemorandwn telltell-telltell-
ing

tell-
ing

¬-
ing them to "getget" going " onon-
the

on-
thethe survey .

A recent meeting in WashWash-Wash-
ington

Wash-
ington

-¬-
ington brought out the propopropo-propo-
sat

propo-
sal

--¬

salsat for the study . OfficialsOfficialsf-
rom

Officialsf-
romfrom the REA , theth OfficeOffi e<: ofof-
Economic

of-
EconomicEconomic Opportunity , thethe-
Economic

the-
EconomicEconomic DevelopmentDevelopmmt AdAd-Ad-
mini

Ad-
ministration

-¬-
ministrationmini stration and8I1d representarepreBel1ta-repreBel1tarepresenta-repreBel1ta-
tives

representa-
tives

-¬-
tives from AlaskaAlask,. CongresCongres-Congres-
sional

Congres-
sional

-¬-
sional officesoffioos met to try andand-
find

and-
findfind the best way*av to provideprovide-
power

provide-
powerpower to villages..

HobbledHobbled-
AA strange paradox limitshmits thethe-

REA
the-

REAREA from directlydirectJy financingfin8/lcrngfin8lcrngfin8lcrng-
remote

financing-
remote /remote Alaska villagesVllIages .

The Rural ElectrificationElectnficatlonElectnficatlon-
Admimstrab.on

Electrification-
AdministrationAdministrationAdmimstrab.onAdmimstrabon. was estabeatafrestab-eatafr-
Ii

estab-
lished

¬-

lishedIi shed back during the 193011301930's1930s1930's-
at

} ' 8ss-
atat the height of the GreatGrelltGreet Dete-te)-tep-
ression

De-
pression

¬

pression , to bring power intomtomto-
farm

into-
farmfarm country of thethe UnitedUmtedUmted-

States
United-

StatesStates not served . '

Before that the onlyonlonlyeleoelecelec-eleo-eleoelect-
ricw

eleo-
trical

-¬-
tricaltricw distribution in areasareas-
outside

areas-
outsideoutside of citiesclUes was donedone-
by

done-
byby private operators , often atat-
exorbitant

at-
exorbitantexorbitant rates .

A large-scalelargescale-- governmentgovernment-
d

governmen-
tC.ln

government-
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program to help form electrielectri-elelectri-
cal

ectri-ectriectri-
cnl

¬-

calcnl cooperatives in the councoun-coun-
try

coun-
try

¬-
try wasWilli establishedeswbli shed., and onceonce-
the

once-
thethe co-opcoop--- was formedformedintointolOto aa-
9Oundlyfunctioning

a-
soundlyfunctioningsoundly-functioningsoundlyfunctioning9Oundly-functioning9Oundly--- businessbusll\essbusllessbuslless-
whlcn

business-
which

\
whichwhlcn could borrow and re-payrepayrepay-
108lls

repay-
loans

--

loans108lls,,, the REA loaned it thethe-
money

the-
moneymoney to buy generatorsgooerators ,

power poles and equipment toto-

sct
to-

setsetsct up and81d81\81\81startandstartd start sellingsellin g powerpo wer ,.

REA made the loans from aa-
"revol

a-
"revolving"revolvingrevolving"revolVlOg"revolrevol" VlOg fundfund,," money fromfrom-

a' a setsct amountamQunt originallyorigmally apaiap-apap-
propriated

>"¬-

propriated to which paymentspayments-

onon loans would replenish thethe-
fund

the-
fundfund so that new loans108l\s108ls\ couldcould-
be

could-
bebebemademade .

With only so muchmu'hmuhmu'hmoneymuchmoney(' money toto-
work

to-
workwork with ,. REA officialsoftclals werewere-

forced

were-

forcedforced to be very careful asliSliS-

to
as-

toto just whom they made thethe-

loans
the-

loans
the-

loansloans . They had to make' cecer-cercer-
tain

-

taintwn the money couUcould be .vvre-re-re-
pmd

re-
paid

. .-
paidpmd.

In this way the GoldenColden ValVal-ValVal-
ley

Val-
ley

¬-
ley Electric Association , thethe-
Chugach

the-
ChugachChugach Electric AssociationAssociation-
WId

Association-
andandWId the MatanuekaMatwlUl'kaMatwlUlkaMatanuska' ValleyValley-

Electric
Valley-

ElectricElectric Association , plusplus-
others

plus-
othersothers, have been able to getget-
gomg

get-
goinggoinggomg in Alaska..

No VillagesVillages-
But

Villages-
But

Villages-
ButBut why were some parts ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska financedfin8l1ced by REA forfor-

elecln
for-

electricaleleclnelectricalcal power and others

not ?

The key is the economy ofoo-
thethe area .

While REA officials atelireare cereel-eeloeveelt-
oin

oev-
tain '-¬

taintoin of being re-paidrepaidre-pllidpllid--- on loansloans-
to

loans-
toto GoldenColden Valley, Matanas-MatanasMatanus-MatanusMatanas-
ka

Matanus-
ka

Matanus-
ka

-
ka and8I1d others, the areas which
they serve ereare fairlyfairlyW1lwell\W1lW1l\ popI-pIpo-popI-
pul

po-
pulated

)-¬

pulatedpul ated even though outsideoutside-
limits

outside-
limitslimits .

Golden ValleyVaHey serves susu-susu-
burbs

su-
burbs

¬-
burbburbs* of Fairbanks beyondbeyond-
the

beyond-
thethe city limits, plus thethe-
denselypopulated

the-
denselypopulateddensely-populateddenselypopulated-- Nenana-NenanaNenWl-NenWlNenana-
ClearHealy

NenW-

lClearHealy
Nenana-

ClearHealy
&--

Clear-HealyClearHealy- district .
The'The' MatanuskaMetlDluska Co-opCoop-Coop-

servl'S

Coop-
serves

--

servesservl'SservlS' the Matanuska ValleyVaJley ,
one of the most densely-popudenselypopudensely-popu-denselypopu-
lated

denselypopu-
lated

- -¬-

lated and prosperousprosperouB areasareas-
of

areas-
ofof the state .

Thus the REA makes anWI inin-inin-
vestment

in-
vestment

¬-

vestment ID10in prosperousplOsperous re-re-re-
tions

reb-
OIls

re-
tions

-
tionsbOIls of Alaska where it canC8l1C8l-

1be

can-

bebe sure of getting its moneymoney-
back

money-
backback , and cannot in the moremore-

isolated
more-

isolatedisolated communitiescommumties .

The agency was designed toto-
pxtend

to-
extendextendpxtend power into communicommuni-commun-

ities

commun-

ities

¬-

ties with a stable agriculturalagricultural-
base

agricultural-
basebase in the lower ' 48 states ,
and811 d is stillstdl designed to do so .

EconomyEconomy-
InIn comparison , loaning10oolOg monmon-mon-

ey
mon-

ey
-¬-

ey to formfOM electricalelectri cal co-opscoopscoops1-
O

coops-
in

---

in1Oin remote parts of Alaska

( C.tl.uodCtl.uodCtluodContinuedContinuedrare. . fr(rare.. P.IiOPIiOPave. 1)11-
)seems

1-
)seems

)

seems like a poor investmentinvestment-
toto the agency.

The'The' isolatedi I ated villagesvill"gtvillgt" > s ,. halfhalf-halhalf-
way

f-ff-
way

¬-
way between the oldQdod! huntinghunbnghunbng-
economy

hunting-
economyeconomy and the White Man'sMansMlIJ'sMlIJsMlIJ's-
cash

Man's-
cash

) '
cash economy , have no ecoec0-ec0eco--ec0n-
omy

eco-
nomy

¬-
nomy .

An electricalelectricalcoopco-opcoop--- has toto-
be

to-
bebe a functioning businessbustness ,
sellingseIling power to users whowho-

pay

who-

paypay bills . With no jobs inIII thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages , paying electricalelectncalelectncal-
bi

electrical-
billsbillsbi II s wouldwoul d be difficultw fft cui t .

ParadoxParadox-
And

Paradox-
AndAnd soao the Rural ElectrifiElectrifi-EIElectrifi-

cation
ectnfi-ectnfiectnfi-

cation
¬-

cation Administration,, designdesign-design-
ed

design-
ed

¬-
ed to help bring electricity toto-

rl
to-

regalruralregalr\lrl\ parts of UieOlethe UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates , is powerless to act inin-
bnnging

in-
bringingbringingbnnging power to the lastlast-
great

last-
greatgreat frontier in the land-thelandthelandthe-
Alaska

landthe-
Alaska

-
Alaska wilderness .

AddingAddmg salt to the irony isis-
the

is-
thethe fact that although REAREA-
can't

REA-
can'tcan'tcant' electrify ruralIUral AlaskaAlaakaAlaaka-

because
Alaska-

becausebecause of the lack of an811 ecoeco-eCo-
nomy

eco-
nomy ()-¬

nomy , electricity is exactlyexactly-
what

exactly-
whatwhat isi 8 needed in11\11\11thethe villagesviIIvillages-
to

agesages-
toto stimulate an economy andand-
get

and-
getget small businessesbusines8Cs going ,

that will in turn provide paypay-pay-
rolls

pay-
rolls

-¬-

rolls,, cash incomes and jobs .

The flash-freezerflashfreezerash-&eezerash&eezereezer--& plan inin-
southwestern

in-
southwesternsouthwestern coast villagesviIIvillages-
is

agesages-
isis WIan example.

.
The01e' state Department ofot EcEOoEc-EO-

oonomic

Ec-
onomic

¬-
onomic Development 'hadhad' aa-
pi

a-
planplanpi an to install flashftllSh freezerstreezerstreezers-
in

freezers-
Inin coastalcoastalcommunitielcoastalcommunitiedcommunitiescommunitielcommunitied ] toW alal-alal-
low

al-
low

¬-
low Native fishermenfisbennen tytR catchcatch-
fish

catch-
fishfishfishleeze, freeze/leezeleeze/ themthem,, and thenthen-

sell
then-

sellsell them .

The planpl8l1 would havehave,, workwork-wor-
ked

work-

ed
¬-

eded,,, had it not beenbooo forfot largelarge-
amounts

large-
amountsamounts of electricity requirrequir-requrequir-
ed

¬-

ed by the freezers-electricityfreezerselectricityfreezera-electricitfreezeraelectricitfreezerselectricity-
not

--
not availableBvwlable..

Native fishing CotopsCoops areare-
springing

are-
springingspringing up allnil through AlasAlas-AlaAlas-
ka

.-¬
kakll despite the freezer handihandi-hand-
icapand

hand-
icapand

¬-
capcap-andcapand-and it could be00 but anan-

indication
an-

indicationindication ofofwhatwhat could comecome-

if
come-

ifif power was available fromfrom-

local
from-

locallocallocalsourcessources financed by anWIW-
IREA

an-
REAREA loan .

HelpingHelping-
Realizing

Helping-
Realizing

Helping-
RealizingRealizing the problem , REAREA-

officials
REA-

officialsofficials andandothersothers , includingincluding-
the

including-
thethe Bureau of Indian AffairsAfToirs ,

have tried to work around thethe-
restrictior.s

the-
restrictionsrestrictionsrestrictior.srestrictiors. to bringb-ingbing- power atat-
least

at-
leastleast to larger communities .

Established power coopera-cooperacoopers-cooperscoopera-
m

coopera-
in

coopers-
In

--

mIn the state , GoldenColden Valley ,
MatanuskaMatoouska and others havehave-

lent
have-

lentlent technicalteclmicalteclmicalIlSsistaneetechnicalassistanceassistanceIlSsistanee ,
equipment ,, supplies andandsomesomesome-some-
times

some-
times

-¬-

times financingfinWlcing to help getget-
village

get-
villagevillage power co-opscoops--- on theirtheir-
feet

their-
feetfeet.

REAREA-
With', With REA financialfinWlciai participartici-partipartici-

pation
i-ii-

pation
¬-

pation , a statewide villagevillage-
electrical

village-
electricalelectrical co-opcoop-- could be eseaes-esest-
ablished

-¬.

tablished , or smaller co-opscoopscoops-
to

coops-
to

--

to cover more than one vilVIl-VIlVI-
llage

vil-
lage

¬-
lage .

Reports reaching here indiindi-indiindi-
cate

indi-
cate

¬-
cate that a specialspeci aI manm8l1 is bebe-be-be-
ing

be-
ing

¬-
ing assigned in Washington toIto-
workwork on problemsproblem8probl em8 of bringingbringing-
electricity

bringing-
electricityelectricity into villages nownow-

without
now-

withoutwithout power .
MuchMuchofof the "studystudy" " workwork-

has
work-

hashas already been done onon-
somesomeorne! 14 Alaska villages .

Robert L. Bennett,, formerfonnorfonnor-

Alaska
former-

AlaskaAlaska BIA head who is nownow-
CommissionerCommissionerommissioner afIfof) IndianIndiWl AfAf-Af-

fairs
Af-

fairs
¬-

fairs inill Washington , helpedhelped-
imtiate

helped-
initiateinitiateimtiate a study of more thanthoo

14 villages in western partsparts-
of

parts-
ofof the state .

Preliminary surveys areare-
complete

are-
completecomplete already and on somesome-
ElighL

some-
eighteightElighL of them , engineeringengineering-
field

engineering-
fieldfield studies have been made .

A few of the villages inin-inin-
cI

in-

cluded
¬-

cludedcIcludedunderuded under thisthi s program areare-
Noorvik

are-
NoorvikNoorvik , GambellCambell , SavoongaSnvoonga ,
Koyuk,, St.. Michaels, Shisma-ShismaShisma-
ref

Shisma-
ref

Shisma-
ref

--
ref , Stebbins , Selawik , andand-
Wwnwrlght

and-
WainwrightWainwrightWwnwrlght .

WoinwrightWainwrightWainwrightC-

ontlnuod
WainwrightC-

ontinued(ContlnuodContinuedContlnuodonContinuedanonan P.IiOPIiOPop. . 1)17)7))
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)Wainwright

6)-

Wainwright

)

Wainwright,, near Barrow onon-

the
on-

thethe Chukchi Sea coastcoast,,, has-
now

hashas-
nownow no sourceSQurce of power inin-
the

in-
thethe village other tiionthan BIAllIABlAllIA-
generating

BlA-
generatinggenerating facilities .

Light is provided by gasgas-
lamps

gas-
lampslamps .

The Village Council mademade-
an

made-
anan application to build a vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage electrical associationassociauonassociauont-
hrough

associationt-
hroughthrough the office ofofeconomiceconomiceconomic-

opportunity

economic-

opportunityopportunity . The applicationapplicattonapplicatton-
was

application-
waswas turned down because OEOOEO-
regulations

OEO-
regulationsregulations say that federalfederal-

grants
federal-

grantsgrants can be for(or laborlalxn mostlymostly-
and

mostly-
andand only 10 % of the fund cnncancan-
be

can-
bebe spentspen t on equipmenteqUl pmen t .

In establishingestabllshmg an electricalelectrical-
system

electrical-
systemsystem , purchase of expensiveexpensIve-
general

expensive-
generatorsgeneratorsgeneral rs , transformerstlansfonners andand-
power

and-
powerpower lineshnes and poles wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave consumed most of thethe-
cost

the-
costcostcost-

Possible
..

PossiblePossible-
One

Possible-
One

Possible-
OneOne way electrical systemsBYstemsBYstems-

could
systems-

couldcould be set up in villagesvivillages-
inexpensively

UagesUages-
inexpensivelyinexpensively is takingtllking adad-adad-
vantage

ad-
vantage

-¬-
vantage of existing generatorsgcnerlltol1generators-
in

!
in the villages , according toto-
Sen

to-
SenSen . Blodgett .

BIABlA generators could be upup-upup-
graded

up-

graded
-¬-

graded to handle additionaladlhbonaladlhbonal-
loads

additional-
loadsloads from the village and ass-
"mutual

a-
"mutual"mutualmutual"mutualoorkingrelationship"mutualworking" workingoorkingrelationshiprelationship "
between the villagevill&gevillge& councilsrouncilsrouncils-
and

councils-
andand the agencies could bebe-
fonned

be-
formedformedfonned to manage the plants .


