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Alaska Legal ServicesServices-

Successfully

Services-

SuccessfullySuccessfully PushPush-

Through
Push-

ThroughThrough New Policy
By JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Attorney

Writer-

AttorneyAttorney General John Have-HaveIIJve-IIJveHave-

lock
IIJve-

lock
have-

lock

-

lock has issued an importantImportant-
"policy

important-
"policy"policypolicy" " change for the DepartDepJrt-DepJrtDepart-DepJrt-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of Public Safety . The newnew-

directive
new-

directivedirective guarantees person arar-arar-

rested
ar-

rested
¬-

restedrestedatat remote locations thatthat-

they
that-

theythey will be furnished transtWIS-tWIStrans-tWIS-

portatlOn
trans-

portation
¬-

portationportatlOn backhack to the site of thethe-

arrest
the-

arrestarrest upon their release at anyany-

time
any-

timetime duringdurtng trial proceedingsproceedings-
TheThe much needed ruling isI-

Sthe

is-

thethe outcome ofofaa test caseca e filedfiled-

inin111 FairbanksFJlrbanks last month byby-

Alaska
by-

AlaskaAlaska Legal ServicesSemces . It reprep-rep-

resents
rep-

resents

¬-

resents anotheranolher footholdfootholdinin111 thetbetbe-

fight
the-

fightfight for equal rightslghts[ under thetheI-

JW
the-

lawlawIJW for bushbushresidentsresidentsresidents-
InIn JanuaryJlI1uary, of 1973 ,. an.InInair.In-

Alaska
air-

Alaska

.
Alaska Native waswa arrested andJndaridJnd-

charged
arid-

chargedcharged with forgeryforgeryinin111 the vilvIl-vIlvIl-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage of Stoney River , Alaska .

HeIlllie' was taken intoIIIto custody andand-

flown
and-

flownflown to AniakAnJak , about 100I 00 milesmlle

away ., where he appearcLlappeared beforebefore.-

I
before-

aa.II. magistratemagl trdtetrdte-

Bdll
magistrateBailmagistrateBar

BailBdllBar) wasWJ set at.ItIt. SI$10001000$ 000 and thethe-

defendJnt
the-

defendantdefendantdefendJnt indicatedIIIdlcdted he wouldwould-

hke
would-

likelikehke to contact an attorneydttorney .

ThatThJt same day ,. he was transtram-tramtrans-tram-
ported

trans-

ported
¬-

ported to Bethel , another 100100-

miles
100-

milesmiles distantdlslant ,. and heldheldininIII thethe-

Bethel
the-

BethelBethel CityClIy Jail..

AboutAhout a.II. week laterIdter , helie waswas-

releJscd
was-

releasedreleasedreleJscdreleJscduponreleaseduponupon his own recog-recogrecog-

niance
recog-

IIIJnce
recog-

nizance

-

ni/ancenianceIII/JnceIIIJncenizance/ with the condition thatthat-

he
that-

tiehetie not return to StoneySloney RiverRiver-

untIl
River-

untiluntil after his preliminaryprehmlllJry hearheJrhear-hear-

ing

¬.-

ingIIIging-

Another
III-

gAnother
ing-

AnotherAnother hearingheanngheanngwashearingwaswas heldhelLl onunun-

Feh
on-

FebFebFeh . 2_2 , and the defendantdefendJntdefendJnt-
waived

defendant-
waivedwaived the preliminaryprehmlllar}' hearing ,.

which meantmeJnt that the next stepstep-

would
step-

wouldwould behe a grandgr Jnd jury hearingheaTIng in1111-

11bnbJnks
in-

FairbanksFairbanksbnbJnks Future proceedingsproceedings-
would

proceedings-
wouldwould not necessarilynece\sJnlynecesJnly\ take placeplJceplace-

inin111 Bethel..

TheTire condition that the dede-dede-

fendant
de-

fendant
¬-

fendant not return to StoneyStoney-
River

Stoney-
RiverRiver was also removedremovedatat thattluttlut-
lime

that-

timetimelime . However , the defendantdefendant-
found

defendant-
foundfound himselfhimselfstrandedstrandedstrandedinin11\11\11BethelBethel ,

200 miles from home , livingIIvlIIgIIvlIIg-

with
living-

withwith relatives in an already overover-over-

crowded
over-

crowded
¬-

crowded dwellingdwelllllg , andandwithwith nono-

money
no-

moneymoney to pay the $4040$ one-wayonewayoneway-
fJre

oneway-
fare

-

farefJre backbJckhack to( o Stoney RiverRiver-

An
River-

An
River-

AnAn appealappcJI by hisIlls attorney toto-

the
to-

thethe Division of Corrections'onectlonsonectlons(' anddnddnd-

the
and-

thethe DepartmentDepdrtment of PublicPuhllc SafetySafety-

toto advanceddvdnce the farefJre to returnreturn-
home

return-
bornehomeborne wasWJS denied on011 the basisnJIISnJIIS-

thdt
basis-

thatthatthdt it wasWJS not the "policypolicy"pohcypohcy" "

Joe ScaleSedleSedleISedlereglonJI,
regionalreglonJ ) supervisorsupervIsor-

for
supervisor-

forfor the Division of CorrectionsCorrections-
stdted

Corrections-
statedstatedstdted thatthJt it wasWJS not the policypolicy-

toto pay traveltravelexpensesexpenses exceptexcept-
for

except-
forfor those persons who had beenbeen-

found
been-

foundfound innocent , had the chargeschargcharges-
dismissed

<:ss-

dismisseddismissed ,. or had served theirthctrthctr-

ccntence
their-

sentencesentenceccntence; and been released .

AlaskaAIJAIJkaAlaskaka Legal Services arguedargued-
that

argued-
thatthat such a policypotlcypotlcyviolatedpolicyviolatedviolatedviolated-
Alaska

violated-
AlaskaAlaska statues which requiredrequired-
that

required-
thatthat 'TheThe'lhelhe"The'" Commissioner shallshall-

adopt
shall-

adoptadopt regulationsregulJtlOns governing thethe-

furl1l

the-

furnishingsfurnishingsfurl1l IJll1gs of transportationtransportatloll ,
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discharge paymentspaymen ts , andandclothclothcloth-cloth-

ing
cloth-

ing
¬-

ing to allallstatestate prisonersprisoners-
upon

prisoners-
uponupon release AT ANY STAGESTAGSTAGE-

of
EE-

ofof the criminal proceedingsproceedmgs .
"

An interestingmterestmg side pointpomt isI-
Sthat

is-

thatthat if the defendant had pleadplead-plead-
ed

plead-
ed

¬-

ed guiltygudty andandwaswas sentenced , hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould have received transportatransporta-transportat-
IOn

transporta-
tion

¬-

tion home .

There are actual cases wherewhere-

people
where-

peoplepeople have done exactly thistillStillS-

knowmg
this-

knowingknowingknowmg they would get homehome-

sooner
home-

soonersooner than if waitingwaltmg for all thethe-

legal

the-

legallegal proceedingsproceedmgs to take place .

By not providingproVldlOg transportatransporta-transporta-
tion

¬.-

tiontlOn , ALSALSarguedargued that the dede-dede-

fendant
de-

fendant
¬-

fendant did not *, have the actualactual-
freedom

actual-
freedomfreedom that the Court inin-inin-

tended
in-

tended
¬-

tended himhun to have , that was hishis-

right
his-

rightright , and that was consistentconsistent-
with

consistent-
withwith the presumption ofofinin10-10in-in1-

0nocence

in-

nocence
¬-

nocence before trial..

In very human terms , thethe-

man
the-

manman from Stoney River couldcould-

not
could-

notnot engage in his livelihoodltvelIhood ,

which was operating a trapline ,

his only source of income . NorNor-

could
Nor-

couldcould he return to Stoney RiverRiver-

to
River-

toto help his attorney gather factsfacts-

for
facts-

forfor his defense .

Eventually he borrowed the
$4040$ to return home but waswas-

unsure
was-

unsureunsure how he would pay it

.. . . .
back and how helie would pay his111\11111-

1way

his-

way \way back for the finalf nal trialtrial-
The

trial-
The

trial-
TheThe case of the Stoney RiverRiver-

man
River-

manman was not anart isolatedIsolJted haphap-hap-

pen
hap-

pening
¬-

peningpen mg . Many AlaskaAla ka NativesNatIves-

have
Natives-

havehave found themselves chargedcharged-
with

charged-
withwith a crimecnme , arrestedJrrested , flownflown-

hundred
flown-

hundredhundred ofofmilesmiles from Lome! , omeonce ,

releasedreleaseduntIluntil trialtrlJI , and leftlei t with.IthIthwith-
no

. .Ith-

nono money to survive inIII thethe-

CIty

the-

citycity or to get back home .

Fortunatley , last month'smonths' casecase-

hashas changed the "policypolicy" "
. AtAt-AtAt-

torney
At-

torney
¬-

torney General John HavelocklIavelocklIavelock-
Issued

Havelock-
issuedissuedIssuedaa directive changingchanglOg thethe-
official

the-
officialofficial policy and guaranteeingguaranguaranteeing-
every

tccmgtccmg-
everyevery personperron transportation backbdckbdck-
to

back-
toto the place of hisIus or her arrestarrest-
upon

arrest-
uponupon release at any stage of aa-

crlmmal
a-

criminalcriminalcrlmmal proceeding .

The cost will be paid by thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartmentSafetyIfof Public SafetySafet }

If the defendantdefendJnt doesdocs not wishWIsh-

to
wish-

toto return to that place , helie maynuynuy-
choose

may-
choosechoose any site that would bebe-

within
be-

withinwithin the same amount neededneeded-
toto sendsel1d him back to the place ofof-

arrest
of-

arrestarrest..

Now , not only the man fromfrom-

Stoney
from-

StoneyStoney River ( who was refundedrefunded-
his

refunded-
hishis $40)40$ ) but all bushbushresidentsresidentsresidents-
will

residents-
willwillwillnono longer languishIJngubh manymany-

miles
many-

milesmiles from home awaitingawaltlllg trial..


