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Violet Arrow SituationSituation-
Needs

Situation-
NeedsNeeds a Hard LookLookTh-

ereThere are many Violet Arrows walking the streets<; treet <; ofof-

Ala
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAla 'aa"' . There are Violet Arrows in alcoholalcoholrehabilitationrehabilitationrehabilitation-
centers

rehabilitation-
centerscenters .. At this very moment , there are other VioletViolet-

Arrows
Violet-

ArrowsArrows waiting in emergency rooms of city hospitals .

Many Violet Arrows turn to Alaska Native MedicalMedical-

Center
Medical-

CenterCenter for help , for often they wind up , not onlyonly-
alcoholic

only-
alcoholicalcoholic ,. but critically ill as well.. And ANMC helpshelps-

many
helps-

manymany of them .

But what of the alcoholic overall ? How often is hehe-

turned
he-

turnedturned aside with thetheohallowshallow-ohallowohallow!- diagnosis that heIre isi <; onlyonly-

drunk
only-

drunkdrunk ?
Violet Arrow was mortally illill.. HerlIer ordeal of AprilAprilSAprilS-

staggers
55-

staggersstaggers the mind . When shehe should.houldhould. have been gentlygently-
handled

gently-
handledhandled , when shesheohouldshould-ohouldohould!- have been treated with thethe-

utmo
the-

utmostutmostutmo t understandingunder tanding and care and caution , whenhen she.heheShe-

should
. .h-

eohouldshould-ohouldohould!- have been put under intensiveinten <;ive ,., around-the-clockaroundtheclockaroundtheclock-
medi

aroundtheclock-
medical

-- -

medicalmedi<:al surveillancesurveillanceohe,. she-oheohe!- found herselfher.elfherelf. insteadin.teadintead. - shuttled.huttIedhuttIedShuttled-
back

..huttIed-
backback and forth .

She found herselfher elf<; pushedpu.hedpuhed. and dragged in andandoutout ofof-

car
of-

carscarscar ;: shehe found herselfherselfunableunable totooitsit-oitoit!- up in a wheel chairchair-

and
chair-

andand left to lieHe on a hard , bare floor ; she found herselfher.elfherelfher.elf-
collap.ed

herself-
collapsed

.
collapsedcollap.edcollaped. ,. half on her knees in the front seat ofofaa medicalmedical-

car
medical-

carcar not an ambulance , contorted in the positionpo <; ition becausebecau\ebecauebecaue-
another

because-

another
\

another patient was stretchedtretchedtretchedoutstretchedoutout in the backbackseatseat..

For times shesite wasWa <; shuffled around in mortal pain ,. leftleft-

on
left-

onon the floor , refused treatment , and neglected in a carcar-

for
car-

forfor two hours .

Violet Arrow turned to ANMC for help . There will bebe-

other
be-

otherother Violet Arrows who will go there for help . Will thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople they turn to look beyond the surface ofofalcoholalcoholalcohol-alcohol-
ism

alcohol-
ism

¬-

ism and seet.eetee. the human being needing help , needing allall-

the
all-

thethe professional skills at their disposal ,. needing above allal\alal-

else
all-

else
\

else human compassion ?
Violet Arrow was an alcoholic but she did not die ofof-

alcoholism
of-

alcoholismalcoholism . She died of neglect.. Is there another VioletViolet-
Arrow

Violet-
ArrowArrow somewhere today who is also being neglected ?

We think that this type ofofsituationsituation needs a hard look ,

especiallye pecially by the Alaska Native Medical Center and itsits-

superiors
its-

superiorssuperiors in WashingtonWa hington , D.CDC. .


