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Lost VISTA VolunteerVolunteer-

AndAndAndanan Old EskimoEskimoS-

trange

EskimoS-

trangeStrange Encounter Leads IntoInto-

Extensive

Into-

Extensive

Into-

ExtensiveExtensive Analysis of thethe-

Alaska

the-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

Claims-

Settlement

Claims-

SettlementSettlement ActActL-

and's

ActL-

and'sLand'sLands' End VillageVIllage-

State
Village-

StateState of AlaskaAlaska-

April
Alaska-

AprilApril 17 , 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear Howard ,

Something really special happened when the mail plane camecame-

through
came-

throughthrough our village last week . There was a letter from a youngyoung-
fellow

young-
fellowfellow in Anchorage named Joe Ayagtug who is a distant relativerelative-
of

relative-
ofof mine . He is the son of my wife'swifes' cousin who used to live in aa-

nearby
a-

nearbynearby villageviII age .

Years ago when Joe became oldoldenoughenough to be starting school thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople from the Bureau of Indian Affairs came and took him awayaway-

to
away-

toto be educated in Wrangell ., This made his family very sad and alsoalso-

very
also-

veryvery angry . They were sad because they would miss their son , butbut-

they
but-

theytheytheywerewere so mad because their son was taken away against theirtheir-

wishes
their-

wisheswishes and without their knowledge .

As for littlehttle Joe , he never came back to stay for good with hishis-

family
his-

familyfamily because he was too young to know what was reallyreally-

happening
really-

happeninghappening . Growing up in an institution he gradually forgot howhow-

Me
how-

lifelifeMe was supposed to be in the village . When he did come back toto-

visit
to-

visitvisit his folks they diddIdnotnot know his new ways and he was no use atat-

aU

at-

allallaUaUaroundallaroundaround the house .

Since his own family died in an accident a few years ago , II-

guess

I-

guessguess that makes me one of his closest relatives in the world . InIn-

the

In-

thethe letter he says that he wants to come back to the village andand-

learn

and-

learnlearn about how things were in the old days . For my part , I wantwant-
to

want-
toto talk to him aboutabout how things are now-a-daysnowadaysnow.a-daysnow.adaysnow.anowa-. - . I often wonderwonder-

about
wonder-

aboutabout all of those children who were taken away from theiriheiriheir-

families
their-

familiesfamilies to be educated and then took up city ways . WallyWal1y hashas-

often
has-

oftenoften told me about how exciting those cities are supposed to bebe-

but
be-

butbut they don'tdont' soundsoundsoso good to me . Maybe Joe can tell us aboutaabout-
some

outout-

somesome of the things in AN ACT since he said in the letter that he gotgot-

aa job withwithoneone of the Regional Corporations that were createdcreated-
by

created-
byby AN ACT .

Wally and I looked upupwhatwhat it saidsaidaboutabout Regional CorporationsCorporations-
inin AN ACT and it set my English lessons back about a week . ToTo-

begin

To-

beginbegin with it seemed pretty clear what a Region was even ififItitIt-

wasn't
it-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' clear why they did this in AN ACT , but Wally'sWallys' explanationexplanation-
ofofofwhatwhat a Corporation was didn'tdidnt' make much sense .

I know what a company is or at least I can understand what itit-

does

it-

doesdoes , but he said that a Corporation was a Person under the LawLaw-

and
Law-

andand that this was an example of a legal fiction . But WallyWal1y hadhad-

already
had-

alreadyalready told me a Person was a Human Being and that fiction was aa-

story
a-

storystory that wasn'twasnt' true so you can imagine how confused I amam-

getting

am-

gettinggetting .

Then 1I asked him if there was any place in the White Man'sMans' LawLaw-

for
Law-

forfor Legal Truth . He didn'tdidnt' say anything so I asked him if a personperson-
who

person-
whowho became a Corporation was still considered a human being .

Well , he started gettinggettiJ1g a bit angry and I was getting more confusedconfused-
soso 1I guess we won'twont' talk about it for a while till things calm down .

Anyway , maybe when this young fellow from Anchorage getsgets-

here
gets-

herehere he will be able to explain some more about what AN ACTACT-

means
ACT-

meansmeans for us out here in the villages .

Your friend ,

Naugga Ciunerput

LETTERS FROM HERE AND THERE

Poem 'Ahnah9Ahnah9'AhnahAhnah' '

And EvelynEvelynK-

oUebue

EvelynK-

otzebueKoUebueKotzebue ,. AlaskaAlaska-

Apnl
Alaska-

AprilAprilApnl 24 , 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear Howard :

It was with much pridepndepnde-
mingled

pride-

mingledmingled with tears , that I readread-

the
read-

thethe beautiful Poem "AhnahAhnah" "
writtenwntten by Tommy Richards JrJr..

Thank you Tom - for exex-exex-

pressing
¬-.

pressing our thoughts as beautibeautI-beautI-
fully

beauti-
fully

¬-

fully about "AhnahAhnah" " youryour-

grandmother
your-

grandmothergrandmother and my mother..

Evelyn LL.. Conwell

Social SecuritySecurity-

Check
Security-

CheckCheck StoppedStoppedNulato
Nulato , AlaskaAlaska-

Apnl
Alaska-

AprilAprilApnl 18 ,. 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear FriendFnend Mr . Howard Rock :

I was up there to your officeoffice-

the
office-

thethe 12th to tell you my troublestroubles-
but

troubles-
butbut you was in Anchorage II-

guess

I-

guessguess .

I wish I had your education

then I might be traveling tootoo-

on
too-

onon business .
I think my luckluck-

has
luck-

hashas run out.. They stopped mymy-

social
my-

socialsocial securitysecunty check for oneone-

whole
one-

wholewhole year after paying big taxestaxes-

and
taxes-

andand I'mImJ'mJm' 66 years old . WhatWhat-

you
What-

youyou think about that ?

I went up to see a lawyer , oror-

legal
or-

legallegal service , Tanana Chiefs ,

AFN , BIABfA , Native Association ,

but I didn'tdidnt' have the gall.. It'sItsIt's-

not
It's-

not

'

not the money , it'sits' just the wayway-

It'S

way-

it'sit'sits' run . And I was going toto-

throw
to-

throwthrow a monkey wrench in there .

I was just thinking someone readread-

this
read-

thisthis might do something aboutabout-
Itit because I don'tdont' like someonesomeone-
have

someone-
havehave the same trouble after Iff-

kick

I-

kickkick the bucket.. I stillstlI, getge-

tsno9o's

ge-
tsnogo'ssno-go'ssnogo'sgossno-9o's9o's9os-- ' on credit , grub ,. whiskey ,

money . I have too much propro-pro-

blem
pro-

blem
¬-

blem , as I say , I think I'mImI'm-

getting
I'm-

getting

'

getting the rear end , just likelike-
II, told you before .

The reason why I'mIm' here -
they robbed my check , or taketake-

the
take-

thethe money out of my checks tootoo-

much
too-

muchmuch because I'mIm' an oldold-

bachelor
old-

bachelorbachelor .

Anyway , don'tdont' feel sorry forfor-

me
for-

meme , Buddy . Best regards to allall-

my
all-

mymy friendsfnends , especially the EsEs-EsEs-

kimos
Es-

kimos

¬-

kimos and Indians .

Good luckfuck , Howard .

Fred StickmanStlckman , Sr .

Tom Richards, Jr'sJrs. ' ColumnColumn--ColumnS-
ees

--
Sees Alaska Native Influence in National IndianInfian! AffairsAffair

(c) 19731973bybyby-

THOMAS- THOMAS RICHARDS , JR .

OLONGAPO CITY-AlaskansCITYAlaskansCITYAlaskansCITY -AlaskansAlaskans- ,

_ if they are wise , can achieve aa-

much
a-

muchmuch greater voice in nationalnational-
Indian

national-
IndianIndian affairs than anybodyanybody-
might

anybody-
mightmight have dreamed .

The struggle between concon-con-

servative
con-

servative
¬-

servative and liberalhberal elements ,

and between reservation andand-

urban
and-

urbanurban Indians , for control ofof-

national
of-

nationalnational Indian affairs could bebe-bebe-

come
be-

come
¬-

come a footnote in the historyhistory-
ofof Indian affairs if Alaska vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages were to seek after andand-

obtam
and-

obtainobtainobtam tribal voting membershipmembership-
inin the National Congress ofof-

American
of-

AmericanAmerican Indians .

Even involvement on a regionregion-

by
region-

byby region basis in this country'scountryscountry's-
oldest

country's-
oldest

'

oldest and most widely nationalnational-
Indian

national-
IndianIndian organization would enen-enen-

hance
en-

hance
¬-

hance the role ofQf Alaska NativesNatIves-

inin influencing national policy .

If each of the over twotwo-

hundred
two-

hundredhundred villages , under rulesrules-

governing
rules-

governinggoverning membership in thethe-

NCAI
the-

NCAINCAI , were to receive ten votesvotes-

each
votes-

eacheach , Alaska wouldwouldoverwhelmoverwhelmoverwhelm-overwhelm-
ingly

¬.-

ingly dominate national convenconven-conven-
tions

conven-
tions

¬-

tions . And , a modest applicaapplica-applica-
tion

applica-
tion

¬-

tion of minute fraction of thethe-

newly
the-

newlynewly won resources availableavailable-
toto the Alaskans couldcouldrevitalizerevitalizerevitalize-
NCAI

revitalize-
NCAINCAI to give it the uncontesteduncontested-
dominance

uncontested-
dominancedominance in Indian affairs dede-dede-

sired
de-

sired
¬-

sired by its advocates .

Alaska has always been anan-

afterthought
an-

afterthoughtafterthought in Indian affairs .

Legislation , national studies , thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage of national adminisadminis-adminis-
trations

adminis-
trations

¬-

trations , andandspeechesspeeches from thethe-

leadership
the-

leadershipleadership predictably speakspeakofofof-

American
of-

AmericanAmerican Indians "andand" AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives " .

Few of the prominent figuresfigures-

inin the field ever took notice ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska . This situation was alteralter-alter-

ed
alter-

ed
¬-

ededslightlyslightly after 1966 , and ofof-

those
of-

thosethose national leaders who camecame-

to
came-

toto our aid during the land claimsclaims-

issue
claims-

issueissue , most express seriousserious-
doubts

serious-
doubtsdoubts about the wisdom of thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement which we havehave-

chosen
have-

chosenchosen .

The settlement issue , moremore-

than
more-

thanthan anything else , can lead thethe-

way
the-

wayway for greater involvement inmm-

national
in-

nationalnational Indian affairs . AlAl-AlAl-

though
Al-

though
¬-

though Alaskans have tended toto-

consider
to-

considerconsider themselves independentmdependentmdependent-
of

independent-
ofof their "statesidestateside" " counterparts ,

the divisions are lesseninglessenwg .

Alaskans would like a greater

voice in determining nationalnational-
policy

national-
policypolicy ,. especially in light of dede-dede-

sires
de-

sires
¬-

sires of many congressmen toto-

reduce
to-

reducereduce expenditures in providingproviding-
governmental

providing-
governmentalgovernmental services to ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska . Many Alaska leaders ,

in traveling widely throughoutthroughout-
thethe lower forty-eightfortyeightforty - ight , have comecome-

to
come-

toto respect the methods em-emem-

ployedby
em-

ployedby
em-

ployedby
-

ployedby, national Indian leadersleaders-
toto influence policy .

SimilarlySimLiarly , traditional reserreser-reser-

vatIOn
reser-

vation

¬-

vation leaders and urban activistsactivists-
alIke

activists-
alikealike have a growinggrowwg appreciaapprecIa-apprecIa-
tion

apprecia-
tion

¬-

tion for increased Native inin-inin-

volvement
in-

volvement
¬-

volvement in Alaska politicspohtics andand-

the
and-

thethe determination with whichwlllchwlllch-

the
which-

thethe Alaskans conducted thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement lobby effort , whetherwhether-
oror not they accept its provisions .

And , many are watching forfor-

signs
for-

signssigns of innovation and prowessprowess-
inin the useue:; ofofsettlementsettlement propro-pro-

ceeds
pro-

ceeds
¬-

ceeds .

HistoricallyIhstoricalIy , AlaskanAI.lAIl. kan involveinvolve-involve-

ment
involve-

ment
¬-

ment in national organizationsorganllatlOnsorganllatlOns-
was

organizations-
waswas regardedregardedareare little more thanthan-

aa device for paddingpaddingmembershipmembershipmembership-
rolls

membership-
rollsrolls , while serious leadershipleadershIp-
positions

leadership-
positionspositions alternated primarilyprimarily-
between

primarily-
betweenbetween the Sioux and thethe-

Northwest
the-

NorthwestNorthwest.. Recent developdevelop-develop-
ments

develop-
ments

¬-

ments , which some callcaIl reformsreforms-
and

reforms-
andand others call crisiscnsis , havehave-

broadened
have-

broadenedbroadened the field .
Alaska may be immune fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe circumstances which nownow-

create
now-

createcreate divisions on a nationalnational-
scale

national-
scalescale . The settlement affordsaffords-
Natives

affords-
NativesNatives the opportunity to jumpJump-
into

jump-
intointo the national scene withwith-

fairly
with-

fairlyfairly standardized objectives .

There are both elements ofof-

reservation
of-

reservationreservation and urban thinkingthmklngthmklng-
in

thinking-
inin Alaska .

The majority prefer a landland-

base
land-

basebase , whichwhichISis providedprovidedininm thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement.. Others have thethe-

optIOn
the-

option
( he

option of selecting only corcor-cor-

porate
cor-

porate
¬-

porate developmentdevelopment-
There

development-
There

development-
ThereThere are distinct regionalregional-

dIvisions
regional-

divisionsdivisions createdcreatedalongalong tribaltribal-

lines
tribal-

lineslines present in the settlement ,

but the sense of communitycommunity-
created

community-
createdcreated during the unified movemove-move-

ment
move-

ment
¬-

ment to win the settlement willwill-

most
will-

mostmost likelyhkely override these onon-

most
on-

mostmost issues , and certainly uniuni-uni-
fied

uni-
fied

¬-

fied approaches will be requiredrequITedrequITed-

to
required-

toto handle problems of taxationtaxatIOn-

and
taxation-

andand the challengeschalIenges to regionsregions-

organIZIng
regions-

organizingorganizing local governments forfor-

greater
for-

greatergreater control over local affairsaffairs-

and
affairs-

andand development ..

One mightmlgllt
_

expect the old

guardguardandand risingrismg stars in thethe-

stateside
the-

statesidestateside leadership to thwartthwart-
such

thwart-
suchsuchsuchanan influx of youthfulyouyouthfulandlfullfulandandand-

imaginative
and-

imaginative
.

imaginative Alaskans into whatwhat-

they
what-

theythey may considetconsider to be theirtheir-

private
their-

privateprivate battlegound ,

Yet , they may recognizerecogmze thattl1attl1at-

the
that-

thethe necessity of Alaskans toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect theirt eir own interests inin-

the
in-

thethdthe' settlement , coupled withwith-

resources
with-

resourcesresources now available to them ,,
would be factors permittingpermlttmgpermlttmg-
Al.lskan

permitting-
AlaskanAlaskanAl.lskanAllskan. involvementwvolvernent to solvesolve-

problems
solve-

problemsproblems which NCAINC'AI andand-

NTCA
and-

NTCANTCA have yet been unable toto-

face
to-

faceface .

For example , IndianIn"li.lnInli.lnInliln" . landlandISisIS-

lost
is-

lostlost yearly to taxation in10 stagstag-stag-

gering
stag-

gering
¬-

gering amounts because of thethe-

unwillingness
the-

unwillingnessunwillingness of variousvanous tribestllbestllbes-
to

tribes-

toto pool resources in111 order toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect Indian land Due to thethe-

nature
the-

naturenature of the Alaska settlementsettlementI-
rI

settlement-
ininIrI which ownership is prescribedprescribed-
byby simple fee titletille , AlaskaAIJsJ.aAIJsJaAIJsJ.a-

Natives
Alaska-

Natives
.

Natives will have to confrontconfront-
the

confront-
thethe taxation problem as a firstfirst-

order
first-

orderorder of0 f business . IfI f AlaskaAlaska-

NJtlves
Alaska-

NativesNativesNJtlves are denied the powerpower-

base
power-

basebase in which to fight tax lossloss-

on
loss-

onon a nationalnJtlonal scale , Alaska cancan-

simply
can-

simplysimply take all of its resourcesresources-
and

resources-
andand protect its land andandcorcorcor-cor-

poratIOns
cor-

porations
¬-

porations alone .

The other major problem forfor-

Alaska
for-

AlaskaAlaska Natives is the fact thatthat-

many
that-

manymany congressman and federalfeueralfeueral-

pohcy
federal-

policypolicypohcy makers are coming toto-

vIew
to-

viewview the settlement as an excuseex.cuseex.cuse-

to
excuse-

to
.

to abandon governmental rere-rere-

sponsIbilities
re-

sponsibilities
¬-

sponsibilities , rather than a setset-setset-

tlement
set-

tlement
¬-

tlement of property rights basedbJsedbJsed-

upon
based-

uponupon historichlstonc use andandoccupancyoccupancyoccupancy-
Here

occupancy-
Here

occupancy-
HereHere againagam , if Alaska NativesNJtlvesNJtlves-

do
Natives-

dodo not tackle this problem fromfrom-

aa position ofofstrengthstrength withinwlthll1wlthll1-

such
within-

suchsuch an organizationorgJnlzation as thethe-

NCAI
the-

NCAINCAI , it will deal withwithItit alonealone-

It
alone-

It
alone-

ItItItISis clear that Alaska has ,

at the least , the two basicbasIc-

problems
basic-

problemsproblems to solve inm order toto-

perserve
to-

perserveperserve the integrety ofofItSitsItS-

estate
its-

estateestate . Alaska may decide toto-

retail
to-

retainretainretail) an independent postureposture-
withm

posture-
withinwithinwithm IndianIndiJn affairs , and foregoforego-

aa shared strengthstrengthInin the nationalnatIOna-
lorganizations

national-
organizations

.
organizations , and solve its propro-pro-

blems
pro-

blems
¬-

blems for itselfitseJf .

Only ,. the problems whichwhich-

Aldska
which-

AlaskaAlaskaAldska Natives facef.lceflce. - which theythey-

reah7e
they-

realizereali/erealiereah7erealize/ that they mustmu t sursur-sur-

mount
sur-

mount
¬-

mount - are the sameSJme problemsproblems-
that

problems-
thatthaithat the national groups can- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan'tg- etcan- 'tca- ntcan'tg- et'

get together to attack WhenWhen-

NC'Al

When-

NCAINCAINC'AlNCAl' , or even NTCA , begin toto-

recogfillC
to-

recognizerecogni/erecognierecogfillCrecognize/ thistIllS , AlaskaAI.IakaAIIaka.! will propro-pro-
bably

pro-
bably

¬-

bably be courted andandItsits enen-enen-

franchisement
¬.-

franchisementfranclJlsement viewedvIewedasas aa-

solution
a-

solutionsolution to serious nationalnJtlonalnJtlonal-
Indmn

national-
IndianIndianIndmn problemsproblems-

IfIf AlaskaAlaJ.aAlaJa:. would likehke to pickpick-

up
pick-

up some "nationalnational" Indian -¬.upupsome organiorgamorgani-organi-
zationzationzatlOn " character for glorifiedglorified-
wmdowdressmg

glorified-
windowdressingwmdowdressingwmdowdressmgwindowdressing , Alaska NativesNatives-

could
Natives-

couldcould get together to shop forfor-

one
for-

oneone of the thousands ofof"na"nana"na-"na-

tiOnal
"na-

tional

" ¬-

tional Indian organizationsorgaOlzatlOns " ,
financetnancetnance it , give it an efficientefficient-
Washington

efficient-
WashingtonWashington officeoffce , and make itIt-

paramount
it-

paramountparamount in10 Indian affairs .

BeginningJapanese
Beginning
Japanese WritingWritingFAI-

RBANKS

WWritingFAI-

RBANKS
riling

FAIRBANKS -.- "- A noncreditnoncredit-
short

noncredit-
shortshort course on "BeginningBeginning"OeglllmngOeglllmng"Oeglllmng-
Japane

"Beginning-
Japanese

"
JapaneseJapane WritingWnling "" is being ofof-ofof-

fered
of-

fered
¬-

fered by the UniversityUnivcTSlty ofof-

Alaska's
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Division of StatewideStatewide-
Services

Statewide-
ServicesServices .

The course is designed forfor-

those
for-

thosethose who have a basic knowknow-know-

ledge
know-

ledge
¬-

ledge ofconversationalofconversationalofconversaconversa tional Japanese ,

and want to learn beginningbeginning-
writing

beginning-
writingwriting .

The class will meet onon-

Tuesday
on-

TuesdayTuesday , from 7 to 10 p.mpm. . ,

May 15IS to June 19 . InterestedInterested-
persons

Interested-
personspersons may sign up in RoomRoom-
10S10510S10Sof105ofof thethc LielsonEidson Building onon-

the
on-

thethe university campus , at thethe-

Office
the-

OfficeOffice of Short Courses .

For further information ,

phone 479-72214797221479.72214797221-. ..


