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Dear

1973-

DearDear Howard ,

Something really special happened when the mail plane camecame-

through
came-

throughthrough our village last week . There was a letter from a youngyoung-
fellow

young-
fellowfellow in Anchorage named Joe Ayagtug who is a distant relativerelative-
of

relative-
ofof mine . He is the son of my wife'swifes' cousin who used to live in aa-

nearby
a-

nearbynearby villageviII age .

Years ago when Joe became oldoldenoughenough to be starting school thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople from the Bureau of Indian Affairs came and took him awayaway-

to
away-

toto be educated in Wrangell ., This made his family very sad and alsoalso-

very
also-

veryvery angry . They were sad because they would miss their son , butbut-

they
but-

theytheytheywerewere so mad because their son was taken away against theirtheir-

wishes
their-

wisheswishes and without their knowledge .

As for littlehttle Joe , he never came back to stay for good with hishis-

family
his-

familyfamily because he was too young to know what was reallyreally-

happening
really-

happeninghappening . Growing up in an institution he gradually forgot howhow-

Me
how-

lifelifeMe was supposed to be in the village . When he did come back toto-

visit
to-

visitvisit his folks they diddIdnotnot know his new ways and he was no use atat-

aU

at-

allallaUaUaroundallaroundaround the house .

Since his own family died in an accident a few years ago , II-

guess

I-

guessguess that makes me one of his closest relatives in the world . InIn-

the

In-

thethe letter he says that he wants to come back to the village andand-

learn

and-

learnlearn about how things were in the old days . For my part , I wantwant-
to

want-
toto talk to him aboutabout how things are now-a-daysnowadaysnow.a-daysnow.adaysnow.anowa-. - . I often wonderwonder-

about
wonder-

aboutabout all of those children who were taken away from theiriheiriheir-

families
their-

familiesfamilies to be educated and then took up city ways . WallyWal1y hashas-

often
has-

oftenoften told me about how exciting those cities are supposed to bebe-

but
be-

butbut they don'tdont' soundsoundsoso good to me . Maybe Joe can tell us aboutaabout-
some

outout-

somesome of the things in AN ACT since he said in the letter that he gotgot-

aa job withwithoneone of the Regional Corporations that were createdcreated-
by

created-
byby AN ACT .

Wally and I looked upupwhatwhat it saidsaidaboutabout Regional CorporationsCorporations-
inin AN ACT and it set my English lessons back about a week . ToTo-

begin

To-

beginbegin with it seemed pretty clear what a Region was even ififItitIt-

wasn't
it-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' clear why they did this in AN ACT , but Wally'sWallys' explanationexplanation-
ofofofwhatwhat a Corporation was didn'tdidnt' make much sense .

I know what a company is or at least I can understand what itit-

does

it-

doesdoes , but he said that a Corporation was a Person under the LawLaw-

and
Law-

andand that this was an example of a legal fiction . But WallyWal1y hadhad-

already
had-

alreadyalready told me a Person was a Human Being and that fiction was aa-

story
a-

storystory that wasn'twasnt' true so you can imagine how confused I amam-

getting

am-

gettinggetting .

Then 1I asked him if there was any place in the White Man'sMans' LawLaw-

for
Law-

forfor Legal Truth . He didn'tdidnt' say anything so I asked him if a personperson-
who

person-
whowho became a Corporation was still considered a human being .

Well , he started gettinggettiJ1g a bit angry and I was getting more confusedconfused-
soso 1I guess we won'twont' talk about it for a while till things calm down .

Anyway , maybe when this young fellow from Anchorage getsgets-

here
gets-

herehere he will be able to explain some more about what AN ACTACT-

means
ACT-

meansmeans for us out here in the villages .

Your friend ,

Naugga Ciunerput

LETTERS FROM HERE AND THERE

Poem 'Ahnah9Ahnah9'AhnahAhnah' '

And EvelynEvelynK-

oUebue

EvelynK-

otzebueKoUebueKotzebue ,. AlaskaAlaska-

Apnl
Alaska-

AprilAprilApnl 24 , 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear Howard :

It was with much pridepndepnde-
mingled

pride-

mingledmingled with tears , that I readread-

the
read-

thethe beautiful Poem "AhnahAhnah" "
writtenwntten by Tommy Richards JrJr..

Thank you Tom - for exex-exex-

pressing
¬-.

pressing our thoughts as beautibeautI-beautI-
fully

beauti-
fully

¬-

fully about "AhnahAhnah" " youryour-

grandmother
your-

grandmothergrandmother and my mother..

Evelyn LL.. Conwell

Social SecuritySecurity-

Check
Security-

CheckCheck StoppedStoppedNulato
Nulato , AlaskaAlaska-

Apnl
Alaska-

AprilAprilApnl 18 ,. 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear FriendFnend Mr . Howard Rock :

I was up there to your officeoffice-

the
office-

thethe 12th to tell you my troublestroubles-
but

troubles-
butbut you was in Anchorage II-

guess

I-

guessguess .

I wish I had your education

then I might be traveling tootoo-

on
too-

onon business .
I think my luckluck-

has
luck-

hashas run out.. They stopped mymy-

social
my-

socialsocial securitysecunty check for oneone-

whole
one-

wholewhole year after paying big taxestaxes-

and
taxes-

andand I'mImJ'mJm' 66 years old . WhatWhat-

you
What-

youyou think about that ?

I went up to see a lawyer , oror-

legal
or-

legallegal service , Tanana Chiefs ,

AFN , BIABfA , Native Association ,

but I didn'tdidnt' have the gall.. It'sItsIt's-

not
It's-

not

'

not the money , it'sits' just the wayway-

It'S

way-

it'sit'sits' run . And I was going toto-

throw
to-

throwthrow a monkey wrench in there .

I was just thinking someone readread-

this
read-

thisthis might do something aboutabout-
Itit because I don'tdont' like someonesomeone-
have

someone-
havehave the same trouble after Iff-

kick

I-

kickkick the bucket.. I stillstlI, getge-

tsno9o's

ge-
tsnogo'ssno-go'ssnogo'sgossno-9o's9o's9os-- ' on credit , grub ,. whiskey ,

money . I have too much propro-pro-

blem
pro-

blem
¬-

blem , as I say , I think I'mImI'm-

getting
I'm-

getting

'

getting the rear end , just likelike-
II, told you before .

The reason why I'mIm' here -
they robbed my check , or taketake-

the
take-

thethe money out of my checks tootoo-

much
too-

muchmuch because I'mIm' an oldold-

bachelor
old-

bachelorbachelor .

Anyway , don'tdont' feel sorry forfor-

me
for-

meme , Buddy . Best regards to allall-

my
all-

mymy friendsfnends , especially the EsEs-EsEs-

kimos
Es-

kimos

¬-

kimos and Indians .

Good luckfuck , Howard .

Fred StickmanStlckman , Sr .


