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PRESENT SCHOOLS OF QUESTIONABLE VALUE -- DennisDennis-

Demmert

Dennis-

DemmertDemmert , otof the Center for Northern EducationalEducatlonal; ResearchResearch-

Advls

Research-

AdvisoryAdvisoryAdvls :> ry Board summarizes the immediate problems of thethe-

Alaskan

the-

AlaskanAlaskan rural school system Listening are Bill VaudrmVaudllnVaudrin ,., StateState-

Human
State-

HumanHuman Rights Commissioner , Dr . Frank Darnell , Director ofof-

CENR

of-

CENRCENR , and Byron Mallott , Commissioner of Community andand-

Regional
and-

RegionalRegional Affairs - Photo by JACKIE GLASGOW BUTLER
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A helicopterhcllcopter hovered over andodo-

Alaskan
,mm-

AIJJ.JIlAlaskanAIJ\J.JIlAIJJ.JIlAIJJ.JIlJJIl\. ruralrurJI villagevllIJge and dangleddJngleudJngleu.-

I
dangled-

aa.II. school buildingbudJmgbudJmgofbuildingofoilof fI the groundgrounJgrounJ-
trom

ground-
fromfromtrom steelNeelNeelcableseeleelI.JblccablesI.Jblc\I.JblcI.JblcUp. \ Up to thatthttht-
moment

that-

moment
,!

moment , no one was quite suresure-

where
urcurc-

wherewhere the buildingbuliJlflg wouldv.ouldvould. bebe-

plJceJ
be-

placedplacedplJceJ The villagersvIIIJgers ,, indeedIndccd ,,

maymJYmJYrwimayriotnotrwiriot have been sureure thethe-

blllldmg
the-

buildingbuildingblllldmgbuildingwaswas evercvcr goinggomg to bebc aa-

real
a-

realreal buildingbuddlflg , and least ofofallall ,

thatIhJt they would havehJve thethc rightlightlight-

to
right-

toto saySJYSJYwheresaywherewhere theytlleytlleywantedtheywantedwantedwantedItit inIflIf-

ltheir

in-

theirtheir villagevillage-

The
village-

The
village-

TheThe buildingbUlldlllg ISISrealreal , thetheI-

nL'IUel1t

the-

IncidentincidentInL'IUel1tInLIUel1t' isI realreJl , the people areare-

reJl
are-

realrealreJl , and the problem is real..

Education in rural Alaska is very

much upupIIIupInmIIIIn the air.lITlITair-

A

.lIT-

A

air-

A

.
A jointJomt meetingmeetlllgmeetlllgonmeetingonon educationCdul.JllDnCdulJllDneducatinitCdul.JllDn-

was
educatinit-

was

.
was heldfield AugustAugu t 21I andJnu 22 onon-

the

on-

thethe UniversityUniversityofotof AlaskaAIJ\JllJ1lpUAIJJllJ1lpU\. , campuscaniptiscaniptis-

The
!

The meetingl11eetrng combinedlombillcd partipMtl-pMtlparti-pMtl-

ClpJlt
parti-

cipants

¬-

cipantsClpJlt! from the Center( '-

enter
e-

nter' lorforrfor-
Northern

()[
Northern l-ducatioiullducatioiulL'UUI.JtIOIiJILUUI.JtIOIiJILUUIJtIOIiJII'ducationalIducational-'' . ResearchRe CJrl.hCJrlh> . ,

DrOr II rankrJnk DarnellDJrne11., directordJlector , anddllJdllJ-

the
and-

thethe AlaskaAIJJ.aAIJJa,. Legislature'sLegislaturesLeg"IJLegIJ" ture '" InterimInternllInternll-
Committee

interim-
CommitteeCommittee onlJn PrehigherPrelllgherPrehiglter L-du-LduEdu-EduLdu-

cation
lluEdu-

cation

- u-uu-

cation

-

cation , Lowell Thomas , Jr ,

chairmanChJ1IIllan .

StartingStartlflg point for the dis-disdis-

cussion
disdis-dis-

cussion

¬-

cussion was SenateSenJte 3dlBillill 122 andand-

dnd
and-

andanddnd Houselouse! Bill ll192> 2 whichwlllch failedfouledfouled-

tlJ

failed-

tototlJ pass in theIhe
_

last sessionesslOn andand-

which

and-

whichwhich sought toto decentrah/edecentrahedecentralliedecentralize/ thethe-

State

the-

StateState Operated School System-
and

SystemSy temtem-

andandandcreatecreate regional service areasareas-

Continued

areas-

tContinued

areas-

ContinuedtContinued( Continued on pagepag 6)6)
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.Plan For Bush Schools . . .
"EducationEducationftEducationft" As Presented By WhiteMitre Teachers Is Of QuestionableQuestiotmIaQuestiotmI a ValueVakJVawVakJCo-

ntlnued

'"
/( /ContlnuedContlnuedContinued from DaQepage 111)1)

in111i n the unorgam/edunorgamedunorganizedunorgJnlte/ boroughborough-
Although

borough-
Although

borough-
AlthoughAlthough both bills failedfJlle tolulu-

pass
to-

passpass , Lowell'sLowells'' committeecomnllttee wasWJwas-

createdcreatedcrelIed, to10 explore the alternaJlternJalterna-alterna-
tives

¬'-
tivest IVe in111 thet he interimIn tenll1 andJnd nukeI11JkeI11Jke-

ne
[] taketake-

newnewne\\-nenerecommendJtlOC1\- recommendationsrecommendJtlOC1\recommendJtlOC1recommendJtlOC1to\ to thethe-

upcomlllg

the-

upcomingupcomingupcomlllg LegislatureLeglslalure As rere-rere-

search
¬.-

searcheJrch,> facilityJClhtyt
, CNLR providedprovided-

aa forumIDrum where educators ,

legislatorslegl ,> IJtors , nativenJtlve leadersleader , statestate-

Jgency
state-

agencyagencyJgency heads , teachersteacher ,. schooldlOOIschool-

administrators
dlOOI-

Jdll1lnJadministratorsJdll1lnJ ,> trators , andJndJndotherandotheroilierother inin-inin-

terested
¬.-

terested partiespJrtll'SpJrtllS' could discussdl cuss thethe-

options
the-

optionsoptions before Alaskans for rereore-rereo-

vamping
re-

vamping

¬-

vamping the State OperatedOperated-
School

Operated-
SchoolSchool SystemSyslemSystem-

The
Syslem-

The
System-

TheThe University'sUniversitysUniversily'\ new presipresi-presi-

dent
¬.-

dent addressed the group on thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst day DrDr.. Hiatthliatt comparedcompared-
Alaska

compared-
AlaskaAlaska to "aa" developingdevelopll1gdeveloping-
country

.. . "country
"WeWe" cannot rely on patternspatterllspatterlls-

IJld
patterns-

laidlaidIJld down in other places ,
" heliehe-

SJld
lie-

saidsaidSJld "TheThe" crux of the matter isI-
Show

is-

howhow to get the best educationeducJtJoneducJtJonI-

Ota
education-

intointoIOta allallareasareas of the state ".
Dennis Demmert of CNER'sCNERsCNLR'sCNLRsCNER's-

Advisory
CNLR's-

Advisory

'

Advisory Council gave a.II. briefbrlCfbrlCf-
summary

brief-

summarysummarysummarysummaryofof thetlietire unique situationsituatIOn-
inin AlasxaAlaska - sparsespar e populationpopulation-
inin the rural areas , immenseImmense-
distances

immense-
distancesdistances , economic conditionscondltlon ,.

and the cultural diversity of thethe-

unorganized
the-

unorganizedunorganized boroughborough-
"Add

borough-
"Add

borough-
"Add"AddAdd" to that fact that white

AmericanAmerlcJn educationeducJtlon asa ,> presentedpresented-
bybybywhitewhite teachersteJchers isI of quesques-ques-

tionable
ques-

tionable
¬-

tionable value'IJlueIJlue' to ruralrurJI AlaskaAla ka ,

andandItit mustmmt be admitted therethere-

Me

there-

areareMe specialpecIJI,> problems inIIIm thethe-

delivery
the-

deliverydelivery otof educational servicesservlceservices-
toto rural AlaskaAIJ ka ".

The participants discusseddldiscussed-
nine

ussedussed-

mneninemne options thatthJt werewen outlinedoutlll1edoutlll1ed-

for
outlined-

forfor restructuringreslruclunng the state'sstatesstatestate's-
unorganized

'"
unorganisedunorganiLedunorganized borough in10 order toto-

Jelueve
to-

achieveachieveJelueve localIUCJ ! controlcontrol-
Den

control-
Den

control-
DenDen inertmert defined local concon-con-

trol
¬.-

trol inIII AlaskaAla ka as the rightfight toto-

select
to-

selectselect curricula , develop policypoltey ,

budget funds , and hire and firefire-

personnel
fire-

personnelpersonnel .. These rights are nownow-

granted
now-

grantedgranted to organized boroughsboroughs-
and

boroughs-
andand first class cities , but are notnot-

ft

not-

realizedrealisedrealizedft ,tlll.etllle. in the vast area.IredIred. ofuf thethe-

unorgJniled
the-

unorganizedunorganiunorgJniledunorganizedcd borough ., .-

Byron Mallot , directordlreclor ofof-

the
of-

thethe Office of Community andand-

ReglOnJI
and-

RegionalRegionalReglOnJI AffairsA ffalTs , outlinedoutlmed thethe-

requul'ments
the-

requirementsrequirementsrequul'mentsrequulments' for orgam/mgorgammgorgamllngorgamting/ ruralrural-

coml11umtles
rural-

communitiescommunitiescoml11umtles intoIOta either borhor-horbor-hor-

oughs
bor-

oughs
¬-

oughs or incorporated cities HeIllIleIle-

cited
'

cited GalenaGJlena asa a communitycommunity-
whIch

community-
whichwhich decided to incorporatemcorporate asas-

a

as-

aa firstfust classc1JSS city in111u1 order toto-

gall1

to-

gaingamgall1gain control ofofItsits schoolschool-

sys
school-

systemsystemsys tem
systemMallot'stemMallot's

Mallot'sMallots' department is dede-dede-

veloping
de-

veloping
¬-

veloping a baseba e study ofofcurrentcurrentcurrent-
Alaska

current-
AlaskaAlaska statutes as they realte

AlaskaAIJskJ statutes,> tJtute as,1\,11,1they,\ they relaterelJlerelJle-

to
relate-

toto local government andJlJd thelhelhe-

educatlOn,11

the-

educationaleducationaleducatlOn,11educatlOn11, transitiontransition-
"There

trJlItransition-
"There '> ltlonltlon-

"There"ThereThere" isI the problem of01 a.II..-
IsufficIent

a-

sufficientsufficient taxt.IXtIX. basebJ e ,
" MallotMJllotMJllot-

pOlnled
Mallot-

pointedpointedpOlnled out , "andand"JndJnd" thetlie problemprohlemprohlem-
of

problem-
ofofofruralrural people lookinglooklll ! at.ItIt.It-

borough
at-

borough

.
borough misfunctionr11lsfunct IlHl in111fn AnchoAnellO-AnellOAncho-AnellO-

rage
Ancho-

rage

¬-

rage and FairbanksFJlrbJllk,> "
John ShwclyShivelyllIvelv , executive dirdHdir-dirdir-

ector
¬'-

ector ot01of the AlaskalIJ;: ka FederationFederJtlonFederJtlon-
of

Federation-
ofof Native , Inc ,. commented .MIMI.,I)mm-

the

]

the option of01 nativenJtlve regionalregionregiona-

lcorporations

.IIII.I-

IcorporatIOns

.
corporations assumingassumll1g thethe-

burden
the-

burdenburden for educational serviceservl\eservlesservices-

in
ervles-

m
\;

inm the ruralruralareasareasareas-
"Natives

areas-
"NJtives

areas-
"Natives"NativesNatives"NJtivesNJtives" are not goinggOll1g to setset-

up
set-

upup their own educational .,
system ," said SluvelySllIvelyShively "That'sThats"ThJt'sThJts"ThJt's-
slill

"That's-
still

" '
stillslill the state'sstates' responsibilityresponsibilityRegIOnalRegional Corporations( orporatlOns are NOTNONOT-
set

rr-
setset up under the Alaska NativeNJtlveNJtlve-
Land

Native-
LandLand Claims'fallnsfallns(' Settlement ActAct-
They

Act-
TheyThey havehJve no more responsiresponsi-reresponsi-
bility

'> ponsl ¬'-
bilityblhty to pick uptip socialsOCIJI servicesservices-
than

erVILe
tlianlldnthan! General Motorslot(1rlot1r( ,> or llickleIlickleihckleIlickle-

nterpmes
ihckle-

II[ nterpnsesnterpmesnterprises ".
MarshallMJr hall LmdLind , Commissioner( onHl1ISonniisswncronniisswncr-

of
IOnerIOner-

ofof Education for the entire stalestatestate-

of
,> tltetlte-

of
,

of AlaskaAIJska , gave a wide view ot01of01-

the
of-

thethe totaltOIJ ! picture in111 the statetate ,

notriot only inIII the unorgam/cdunorgamcdunorgJOltedunorganizedunorgJOlted-
bifough

unorganized-
borough

/
boroughbi\foughbifough\ buthut in the organi/edorganiedorganl7edorganizedorganl7edasorganizedas/ asas-

well
as-

wellwell.. HisIltsllis department is concon-con-
cerned

¬.-

cernedccrned with "aa" totallotal deliverydehverydehvery-
system

delivery-
systemsystem for thethl' state .,

"
LmdLtndLindLtndcommentedLindcommentedcommented brieflybnetly onon-

the
on-

thethe caseca e of Molly HootchfoutchIlootchIfoutchvsIlootchvsvsvs-

the
vs-

thethependmgbeforependingbeforeStateStJte of AlaskaAla ka now pendingpendmg
before the courts , intn whichwillchwillchawhichawillch-
rurJI

which-

rural
a

ruralrurJI AlaskanAIJ ,>kan child withwitholherswithothersothersolhersolhersI-

S
others-

isis allegingallegmg thatthJt the statetate has notriotnot-
fulfdled

riot-
fulfilledfulfilledfulfdledfulfdledItSfulfilleditsits responsibilitiesre\ponrepon\ lbdltles inmm-

provldmg
in-

providingprovidingprovldmg secondary educationeduCJtloneduCJtlon-
to

education-
toto Alaskan ruralr\lralrlral\ school childrenduldrenchildren-

It
duldre-

nIItI t would be impossibleIInpo slble , saidSJldSJld-

LlIld
said-

LindLmdLlIldLind , to construct secondaryecondJrysecondary-
schools

econdJry-
schoolsschools in all o/o9fof'othe/ the communitiescommumtiescommumties-
"We

communities-
"We"WeWe" reali/erealierealilerealize/ that existingeXlstmg moniesmonIes-
wdl

monies-
willwillwdl be insufficientm ufluflclentclent..

"
"WeWe" are havinghavmg to roundroundupupup-

youngsters
up-

youngstersyoungsters in111 excess of oneone-
thousand

one-
thousandthousandthousandandandandsaysay , you'r-

e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e' goinggomggomg-

here
going-

herehere and you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e' goinggOll1g therethere-

And
there-

AndAndAnduntiluntil this year , we couldn'tcouldntcouldn't-
even

couldn't-
even

'

even tell where they werewere-

gOIng

were-

going "going
The1 he boardingbOJrdmg home andand-

boarding
and-

boardingboarding school program inIIIfn thethe-

state
the-

statestate is presently
.

under fire fromfrom-
all

from-
allall directions

directionsJeanmcdirectionsJeannie
JeanmcJeanmeJeannie Chance , staletatestate legislegls-leglslegis-legls-

IJtor
legis-

lator
¬-

latorIJtor ,. recommendedrecommendedarecommen ededaa cottage-cottagecjltdge-cjltdgecottage-
type

cjltdge-
type

cottage-
type

( -

type progr.mprogrmprogrlfJprogram., where individuallfJdlvlduallfJdlvldual-

villages
individual-

villagesvillages would purchasepurcha a homehome-

inin111 urban areas . StudentsSludents would

then UveliveI vc in111 a.II. villagevillageorientedvlllJgeorlel1ledvillage-orientedvillageorientedvlllJgeorlel1led-
enVlflJnmen

villageoriented-
environment

-orientedoriented-,

environmentenVlflJnmen I with\\ I f h nativenJt Ive househouhouse-
parents

,> ee-

pJlelltspatentspJlelltsparents and.lIldlIld.lIldVInOIandvisitors. visitorsVInOI, '> I''r"mrmtramnun" thethe-
vlTl.ige

the-
village

( lie
villagevlTl.igevlTlige. could visitVI.ltVIlt. from1f)1ll1f1llfront() lime11I11Ctune lototo-

tlllle
to-

timetimetlllle , providingprovldmg anothermother, linkImkImk-
with

link-
withwith the househOIl.ehOIle. communiivcommunllconnunncommuniiv-

Approimalelv
communl-

lpproIII1Jlel
,'

Appro/imalelvApproimalelv\ppro/III1Jlel\pproIII1Jlelpprozunalels:\.- pproIII1JlellIurelu/ \ S 1? BureaulIurelu, nlIILitII-
IndlJll

Li-

tIndian
(

IndianIndlJll AffairsAIIJlr. schoolsl\lolllol\) ,> scatteredc.ltleredcltleredscattered-
throughout

,>c.ltlere-
dthroughIt

.

through-nitthroughnitthroughItthroughout-. )! the sute.1.lle1.lle1llestate. . deliverdehvl'rdehvlrdehvl'r-
c

deliver-
education

'
educationc llLatlOn to SQUO"ODDODD5000" otof ihetilethe stale'sstaleskite'skites.1.lll1.lll1lll., . ' '.
80,000800001\0,00010,000000010,00010000'\;10,000students, student-studentstudentsstudentSevetal,> Iudell "-, ,. SevetaleverJISeveralSeveral-

speakers
">

speakerspeaker'> ,> emphasi/edemphasiedemphJ\IIeLiemphJIIeLiemphasized\/ thattll.lltllll. thesethe'LtheLthese-
BIA

"' '
BIAiliA schoolschuols couldcouldnotnot be overover-over-

looked
¬.-

looked when. hen planningplJl1IlIng aJ newnelnew-

structure
!.

structuretructure for the state'sstatestJte\tJtetJteedulJ'\ educaedulJeduca-educa-

tional
: ¬.-

tionalional( system If locallocalcontrolcontrolcontrolI-

Sis to be achieved for SOSSOS-

schools
O

schools , how is it to behe achievedJclueveLiJclueveLi-

tor
achieved-

forfortor BIAiliA schools1choub'lchoublschools'"'

AnAll agreement lurmali/edlurmaliedIUnllJllledtonnalved/ inIIIIII-

MJY

i nn-

MayMayMJYMJYofMayofof 1963 statedstJted "II"IIII"' I isI thethe-

mutual
the-

mutualmutual goalgolgoalof, ! otof thethl' state.ldleldle. and.lOLllOLl.lOL-

lfederJI

and-

federal
.

federalfederJI governmentgovernmenl ,0010, o establishCtahltshe\tlbhetlbhCtahltsh-
tor

\% , hh-

lorforlortor all people in111 the slatestate,> IJte of0101-

AIJ
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJ ,> kJ a.11. single systemy ,> tem ofot
. .

publicpuhhlpuhhl-
Jnd

public-

andandJndandsecondarysecondaryecolldJry educationedulat Ion "

SenatorSeIlJtor 1 homashomapumas. requestedreque.teLirequeteLireque.teLi-

thJt
requested-

that
.

thatthJt all the interestedIIltere '> ted agenciesJgenLleagencies-
and

,>
andJnd orgam/alionsorgamalionsorgJl1ItJllonorgani/ationsorganiations/ ' ptepjreplcpJreprepare posiposi-POposi-

tion
'> I ¬'-

tiontlon papersNperspipers early enough to bebe-

of
be-

ofof useu e to101mhis committeecom 111 Ittee in111fit11-

1drJftJllg

fi-

tdraftingdraftingdrJftJllg new legislationlegl\lJtl\1I1legllJtl1I1legislation-

The

legislation-

The
\ \

The nextnexl meetingl11eetll1gmeetingsponsoredsponsoredpumoredsponsored-
by

'> pumored-
byby CNL-RCNLRCNlR:-

, slatedIJted for SeptemberSeptember-
oror OctoberOctuber , will provideprovllie a.II. forumlorumTorunlorum-
lor

Torun-

forforlor nativenatJve regionalreglonJIreglonJIJndregionalandandJnd associaIWIClaassocia-associa-

tion

, ¬.-

tiontlOI1 representativesrepre ,> entJt lve totu examineeJmlneexatrtirleeJmlneI-
he

exatrtirle-

the
'(

theIhe sameame'> proposedpropo'edpropoedpropo'edoptproposedoptions' optionsopt ( II) '> fromIrOilIrornIIrorn-

a
rOil!

a clientchent perspectiveperspective-

"Local

perperspective-

"Local

pecllve

"LocalLocal"LoCJILoCJI"LoCJIcontrol"Localcontrol" control "
,. said. .lldlld. BvronBvrollltvronBvroll-

MJllotl
ltvron-

MalloltMalloltMJllotl ,
"- impliesi- mplies"- lInphel- Inphe"- impliesi- mplies" . thatth.JtthJt. optionsopt 10m bebe-

avallJblc
be-

availableavailableavallJblc lo10to localluc,1Iluc1I, peoplepcuple "

MjllotlMJI'oltMJIoltMallon' introducedIl1lroduLL'dIl1lroduLLd' theIhe ideaIdeJ otofot"COll1bIl-
1JtlOn

of"combin-

ations"- combinationsc- ombinations"- COll1bIl1JtlOnC- Oll1bIl1JtlOn"- combinationsc- ombinations" ".. ofofuptlOIlofoptionsoptionsuptlOIl\uptlOIluptlOIl.j\ .isis.j\.jasas-

one
. .j-

olle
\

oneolle of the[ lie undiscoveredundlundiscoveredoptions,> coveredcoveredopllolloptionsoplloll\opllolloplloll-
Jnd

options-
and \andJndJndrecUJ1l11endedandrecommendedrecommendedrecUJ\1l11endedrecUJ1l11endedrecUJ1l11endedJgdlllrecommendedagallis\ agains1Jgdlll\JgdlllagallisJgdlll.I\ ', a.II.a-

singlesinglelI1glc lundalorvII.mdJtorvIImdJtorvnandatorv. solutionOIIlIUIl,> ! torhlfhlf-

the
tor-

thethe entireen tire slatestateslate-

The

state-

The

tJte

The schoolchool buildingbulldlligbuddingbulldllig1111still\11111111stiltstilt-

dangles
\ 11-

11dJnglesdanglesdJngles in111 the air.IIIIII. overuver ruralrural-

AIJ
rural-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJ ka
AlaskaBillkaBill

Bill VaudrinVaudnnVaudrnt ,. newlIew headheJdheadofo01of! thethe-

Ala
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAla ka Commission"ommlomml("( '-

ommnssnon
o-

mmnssnon' lon for HumanIlul1lJOIlumanIlul1lJO-

Rights
Iluman-

RightsRights , said itII wasWJ notnol surprisingl1rpmmgsurprising-
the

l1rpmmg-

thethe people were unconcernedunconcerned-
about

unconcerned-
aboutabout where it shouldhould,> behe placedpl'lcedpllcedplaced-

"More
pl'lced-

"More
placed-

"More
'

"MoreMore" oftenollen thanIhan notrot , thethe-

statestalestatetJle hashishJ , touched down wiihwllhwithwllh-

the
with-

thethe buildingbuildlllg onlyunly to laketakLtake' oft011off011-

again
off-

againagainagain .
"

ThusThu , with heavy
'

doubtdoubt-

hangll1g
doubt-

hanginghanginghangll1g oveiover llieirtheir headsheJd. ,.

AlaskansAta.kansAtakans. beginbegll1 anotherJnulher falclullalellilfatefullalellil-
Chool

fateful-
schoolschool\ChoolChool\ year ., FallFJII , 1973197 J


