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Boundaries unclear
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The federnl tikeover ol hunnuf andd
fishing munagement on federal lands
in Alaska is causing confusion in some
parts of the state, while in other nreas
the switch has  prachcally gone
unnoticed

Federnl management is required us
a result of the Alnska Supreme Count
decision Iate last year that Alaska's
rural subsistence priority was invalid.

The Alnskn Legislnture fuiled to
cnact legislation this summer, so the
tnkeover ook effect July 1.

Steve Behnke, director of the Divi
sion of Subsistence for the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, sad
the whole situation since federal
takeover has been o seres of complica-
tions and uncertminties

Part of the reason for the confusion
i that in some purts of the state hunters
aren’t sure whether they are on stale

or federal lunds simply because there — ago0 rhn 35 junior high youth from the Anchorage area attended the Johnson O 'Malley Subsistence Camp this sim
are no murked boundaries. The other — per yecording to the Cook Inlet Tribal Council. The camp was held in Seldovia, and campers arrived via ferry from

T e a0 b Homer in July fr the week-long canp. Above, Bruce Lord,left, nd Benjamin Eben keep the camp stocked n frewood

allotments are federally regulated
In other parts of the state — where
hig portions are clearly stale or federal

— following regulations 1s casy

Bruce Batten, public affairs officer
for the U, 8. Fish and Wildlife Service
Alaskn Region, said they — the federal
ugency — mare or less adopted the
stute’s hunting and fishing regulations.
confinusd on page nine
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He said they had to make changes
o comply with federal regulations,
and the agency also }}Ihlh 1 moke
mire changes in the future

Uin the state side, Behnke said, with
the new regulalions, prospeciive
hunters are required 1o fill out an ap
phcation form which asks personal in-
formuation about hstory of hunting and
why they wre hunting, This applwation
mcludes gquestions about dependency
on gething game for nutritional needs
arid where the person lives,

These applications are then graded
with the highest scores going 1o those
who more or less rely on hunting game
s i source of food

On the fedeml side, Baiten said,
hunling permils ure being given Srict
ly to rural resudents

He said around the Minto Flals area
riose hunders are very conbised aboul
whinl lund s what,

“There wre places we believed were
widder state jursdicnon, so we pul our
regulations into place aod had people
fill out the apphications and rank them
accordingly. This wis m July,"" he
said.

“Bul we gol word i August from
the Federal Subsistence Board that cer
tmin Native alloiments were under
federal junsdiction so there was u
pustponenent tor the hunt, he sand

Behnke siud since there are no boun.
daries marked 's extremely difficuli
0 operate the state hunts becuuse the
federnl and state hums overlap each

other, which also adds o the
confusion,

Ihe other problem s keeping
herds sale Ondy o certn amount ol
game can be wken, but the state agen
cies hmve o wiit 1 get the count from
the federal hunis before they can
decide how much game can  be
allocuted for the ste hunty,

Mike Walleri, general counsel for
the Tanuna Chuefs Conference wn Far
buanks, sail although there have been
sirme manor problems since the federl
takeover, things haven' | changed very
much

“Weve seen very linde difference

because the feds huve implemented o
lemporary progmm, . Wallen saud
during a telephone conveesation

“I think we'll start seeing u dil
ference i the winter hunl.”” he
predicied.

He wid there have been complicn.
ticris with dilfferent hunts i the arca
beciause the lunds are mostly state
pwwvned and the Tedern! lands are Native
allotments

He said on the Native allotroents 1's
up o the allotiess W give periissinn
who can and whioo cannot hont on thea
Lianal

[hes allotment sitwation, Wallen
sa). willl most likely wind up being
abag tssue i the futuee For federal of
ficwds Decause 1 cowld e
discrinirarory ol Natives donn et

whites hont on their Tand

Regarding the Nelching Cuaribou
herd, he sawd the federsl govermmneni
husm 't macde an efMon o protect the
herd.

“The berd 15 15 10 20 percent over-
harvested since the feds have taken
over mumagement, . he sad

Fhe prisection of different herds, he
predicted, will also become i major
issue in the fulure

Roy Ewan, president of Ahtna loc.,
said hunters in hus region are not gel
ting enough game to feed their fanulies
this veur because the dual regulations
are s confising.

“There are >0 many tilferent per
s s very confusing for the avermge
hunter, " he sand. “Otherwise once
you get i Nigured oul s oot Hhat
had. "

Ewan sand (o benelit the submistence
buter, mnagement of the state’s lish
and  game should be under one
wthorily

Dunng the Aluska Federatwm ol
Natves donusl convention this [
tobwer, subsistence will be a priociry
waid [orothy Larson, execulve vice
president of AFN

“Right now were developing o
stetegy for the convention. This wall
e an opportumty o Hgare oog where
we ate and where we e going. she
el




