Inuit rock music: It’s exhilarating

by June 1. Degnun
foe e Tomides T

What may huve beon ouly rock
amd ol 1o any one else atending the
outdoor concert meant Tar more to me,
I wits the ultimate i espesiumng new
saphis and sommds

| wos m the modst of @ Dve Do rock
Batnd, Never biefore bl 1 ever seen o
hentd anything thig resembled i h
win an exinlurating expericme

What was unfolding before ine wis
in our language, the Native lnguage
o the circumpolar people. 11 was a
prayer answered forme To be able
biw Dcdat . st b dance o these somdy
was mereilibly dehowons

I Arvenca, particuloely Adaskia, we
s Nabves dee comsufered backward,
stoig ancd passe and beciuse ol il are
put down, mabgoed omd Beaten

Hut | wasn 't 10 Amenca. Today |
was o Gireenlhnd. Here ihe govern
et advecates bone tule Tor 1S in
digenons people. This samply neans
the Notive Gireenlamdic lave the righ
tin s determmmmation o shaprng thi
st

ey deselop the podic s thal steel
e comrse o their wa. Tt s
mise was upbeat, soowere the peo
e Chwie your eyes have Beon opeid
P elicantaom, odme vt amd travel,
toc conipare the reatimest o Adoska
Satves by the goyemment and o
pets, S van et peobden amd feel
the i

I b the diegpality ol Deeabmen andd
the oliss dwsernmmmon that we s
Sitteves sutler looms: Thes dich ot erugs
everineht Teoswas planmead W aie the
L pest pravote Landowner i this stale

Wi are humters, | Bisbermen and
patherers, oon Western amd  group
oriented,  due 1o the lathude  amd
ot of o placeent i s wothd,

By design we have been placed
within o nearly wronhabitabde Yand amd
buive survavedd fon cemumes praor i the
witervention of the donmant Westen
Culture

Now the plan has been mde o
displace ws. This hecame  evident
through the passage ol the Aduska
Feativie Clatrs Settiement Act of 1971,
when Congress mancined that our
Jareds b ploced m for profi corporn
P Tegastered an Aliska

Compress conbd have granted bs the
sed e i woithaont stvumes it hed, b
hevause of The prveless statas of var
omaerad ek e, theis weas ot slone

Woor st o wirestle watly the i
Il ol the sale ol the stock in 1599
Ui wall mean the boss of the fand,
sitwe the Laned fitle and the stock are
b tagether o form the corporate
VLA TR] BN

Smee we wre lond rweh and cash
powr, mmny of us will sell our birth-
eight Tor w pittance ol its sworth and
pave the way for us to bedome the
tourth world pawor.

Cee we sell our corporate shares,
the land goes with i Tell me, wha
s the value? Selling the stock will
seem hike the unswer. [T we look with
those expectations, we will be haghly
disappeinied

Our homeland bs priceless. 1t is the
place of our bieth, where we hunt amd
fish. 1t w the only thing we have left
thut is vurs, Some of us huve heen
abused and maligned by the very
povenment sent (o protect us.

It will take a lot of ellor, planning
and solidurity to combart the negative
forces coming af us. We must be sober
o comquer these fears. We cannot
allow anyone else 1o steer our future;
it s Far too important. We must do tha
for ourselves,

Responsibility and respect go hand
in hand, We need 1 develop them
both, Taking responsibility for our e

inupiat Paitot
People's Heritage

OPINION

s will gain us world cespect. 1
e o gel a grip on our Hivees.

Can we pul our ditferences aside
aml fight for our very existence™ |
Believe we can

Ittowik years of study amd o long
Wird struggle to aogquire the gitt of
koiwledge | possess. | fnl.ug-hi fowr
blacks and women o e sute of
Florda, while amending college b
grtlunte schiwl,

I ohd excellem raming us  my
piarents scraped  ogether the lew
dotlars we carned Lishing, <0 oug

tather, Frank A, Degnan, could 1y 1w
Washington, 12C_ w speak Lo Con
ress on behalf of all Alaske Matives.

For those stll with us, we canshow
gur uppreciition at the Torthcoming
AFEN convention Oct, 25, 26 and 27,
beginming 4t 9 a.m.. ul the Egan Con-
ventipn Center in Anchorage

We have an aopporiunity b save our
home, band and children. No one can

dor i for us. We'll have 1o defime our
prwrities and work hard wgether w
protect what we own,

With the help of God and a lot of
cillective coopenition, we can suc-
ceed, but only if we wam to, The
choice i ours. It will take hard work
and planming o do this. We are worth
the time and effort. We do have a
prayer, of thut 1'm sure.



