Trawler bycatch must be reduced

by Juhne Binkley
far the Dindles Thes

JUNEAL — 1S tine for the stute
O A Liskan 1o take o strong position and
i dendership role in redocing the
Bywateh of herang aml other species
faken by LS. mrawlers working in
Norh Pacilic waters,

In the Bering Sea, fishenes sain
(rsks estimiane these boats are tiking uf
fer TS ERND pons of herrimg each year
whomg with the groundiish  they e
parpetome ony Adibosgh the trawlers are
prclibaied By baw Frorm selbog the b
rong o] st discand them. vortaakly
all the by canght hermg die even 1l
thees de piosnapily et e b Ui wailed

ALskans particularly e
resndenis ol Nelwn ad Nuymvak
Bndanids e Been pliniently wiiting
Lo e state ool Abaskn amd the Noith
P liv Fisheri hililll‘!:llll1l|l'1l et il
fev oy sommettong oboui this problem,
aiily ot e rewarded with mittention
il Bisriders 111 TR TR LI
TR R TR RR TSR]

Phe Berrime bemg wanted by the
trawl Hewt e w onpertant part o
Bisth the subsastonce amd cominerwul
contmes of these twe islands. A
whihe stohs lave erashed o the poam
thint the herrimg fshery was cuncelled
i the arca this vear amd peaple had
tromble tullilling thew  subsisience
meeids, the trawl Teet Nishes on

s hard w believe the stae ol
Alska aid the cotme] would be s in
sensive o oa problem of  such
mugnitude f these fish were heang
tken by a foregn feet L fact, the
counctl did respond agpressively in the
P70, when Japanese bouts were cul
i deeply o herfing socks. Uinder
the then oewly enncted 200-nule act,
the council guackly moved 1o ban
Vapranwse bty frorm the gilloeimmg of

hierring

vt bt husugh ot craked down on the
Lapaniese eet, both the state add the
comnet] lave mever seemed th be able
i et equally excited over the deple
o ook Ehe samie berring: showks by 115
Iai it s

Thie st wald bed these events Tioin
the sidelines, never kg on the LS
truwl Hheet over Lt herming imtercep
e Al even alter losing o lederal
L ke owver iis TYRD ded isaom to allow
Berponge o be tuken by olishore boors,
the council has comistently fatled 1o
ool oy scrs protection o thse
who st rely on these hertmg stocks

[ the people ol these islamls, it
really  doesn’t maner whether thei
crital fish stocks are being depleted
by loreign or Americian fishermen
Phiey just hope thit the state will firmly
ted] the commcil 1o do something 1o help
them, such as placing a cop on the
bycutch and instituting o requirement
forcing the boats (o leave the drea once
the cap s reached.

To support the action we are re-
guesting of the council, the state must
do its part by providing numbers tha
tell the council what the herring
bycatch cap should be. Withow
numbers, the state has béen unable in
the past t0 back ap its posstion before
the counctl and, as o result, has backed
down,

Further, we cannol alTord o wan for
the larger stocks, like the Togiak
stck, 1o he devastated before we do
something with the groundfish trpwl
fleet. The health of the smaller
Munivik [slamd and Melson Island
stk should be the controlling factor,
ool just the health of the larger Togiak
stock

The council i scheduled o mee

again i Anchoruge test week and will
consider w proposil thint offers o hes
nng bycatch cap and other alter
matives, inchiding doing nothing,
e stite"s position on pritecting the
Nelson Islumd stocks (s stll anknown
al thos teme Treaw] industey oty
have made ot clear they will vigorously
b thas und any anher messure thin
Baas the potential toreduce their fisling
elfort i the Norh Pacific, regurdliesy

of  the COnRCQUentes local
fishermen
Frawl ndustry opposiion  un

Aoy was a-ragon reason the state
atd the Council chone W ignore g
legistative resolution 1 sponsored this
st session asking for cmergeney
Micisiien W rediice  the  hernmg
hvcateh, bt thee panue s poang e pet
harder and harder o put aside

Y ukon Kuskokwim fishermew nlso
warnh help with the mmpact that bycatch
s baving o therr saloon runs, and
Rectiat Pendnsaln sport il cobuercil
Bishermen e asked thee couneil o

Pt coninels on llwe bycatch in ol
oy prevent further redionions in et
ol hghly priced King salomm 1o the
Retai River

Phase are all diltierent Dsberies, bl
thet Bshermen who o work them share
thet commamon problems of having (héw
traditional - stocks ntercepied by
rawlers as un iedental catich

The stire has an obligation 1o pro
vide lor the conservatlon of (hese
stocks taken by n-shore fichermen
Thee council hay an obligation 1o pro
beut these stocks — and the livelihoods
of these fishermen — us an importan
pusrt ol thear innnagement of commer-
cial fisheries of the North Pacific.

I hope the state’s delegation and the
vouncil's members will tke an impor-
tant step toward fulfilling that obligs
P i thie upconung meeting, because
Alnskas Nishermen, partculbarly the
pesiplie of Nelsom Ishnd and Nunivak
Island whose herring resources afe
devastated, can™t alford 1o be paticm
any Jonger

OPINION

.. .Alaska’s flisher-
men, particularly the
people of Nelson Island
and Nunivak Island
whose herring re-
sources are devas-
tated, can't afford to be
patient any longer.




