Guardsman must be ready
for active, full-time duty

by Barbara Crane
Vs Tiows repariee

When Alaskans jmn the Nitional
Cinard, they agree 1o complete an in
iial basy traimng program, travel oo
casonally for sdvanced schooling and
participate an regular monthly
weekend dnlls wnd o twooweek annual
lraining cxercise.

But there s another commmitiment s
well,

Every Guardsman has 1o be ready
for o call to active, fulltime duty
whenever hs state or country needs
hm

As the ULS. military buildup mn the
Persian Gull contnues, many Alaska
National Crunrd members are wonder-
ing how a call to active duty might al-
fect them,

“'As yel there has been no involun-
ey cull-up, and we do nol anticipate
being called up, bt there have been
iy volunteers,” said the Aloska Air
Citare) s Cool . Jerry Gilllean, * Roughly
lwei thirds of  our mémbers have
volunteered o go, ™

While the civillan jobs ol Gluard
miimbers serving on lempoory active
Aty are puaranteed by law 1o be there
when they return, the call mw duty
comtld mean some fnancinl sacrifice

An active duty Guard  member
would no longer receive his or her
asunl civilian salary, but would instend
have to mitke ends meet on a usually
lewer muilitary paycheck,

While some employers choose (o
shiow their support by making up the
difference in their employess” wages,
there 15 no legal requirement to do s,

Drespite this financial secrifice and
the many other personul hardships of
bemg away from home, most Guard
members are willing to help if needed

“Right now opr direct participation
i Desert Shield s rather small, ™
Citllean said, **but we are backing up
i lot of the units that e directly
participating. "’

Aduska Air Guard  planes  and
volunteer crews are flying extro mis-
sions wmd filling in for other units
which have been called up for Desert
Shicld

Ths e ludes Myghts vo destimations

as lar dway as Panuma.

Gitllean sad the Adaskn Arr Guard ' s
e 1o 11y 1 Panamu o re-supply em
bassies 0 South America usunlly
comes up phout once every |8 months

“Hm we are now dong ion
sepiember amd  October, bl y
November and maybe indelinitely,”
Gitllean said.

Though the crisis m the Middle Enst
s half & world away, many Alaskans
seem anxious o do something 1o help,

“*Since the Desert Shield operation
began, our enbistments and inguiries
about enlistiment are actually up,™" smd
Air Guard recruiter Senior Master Sgi
Dick Traini. *“We have many people
wilking in the door, volunteering to

go.""



