
Cancer StudyStudyrequestedrequested -

Senate panelpanelaskedaskedasked-

toto compensate NativesNatives-

for
Natives-

ofofforoforor radiation damagedamage-
AA U S Senate Subcommittee began hearingsheanngs in Wash-

Ington
Wash-

ington
WashWash-¬-

ington today on a bbilll proposed to compensate U S citi-

zens
citiCltlciti- ¬'-

zens for radiation damage suffered by uranium miners andand-
nuclear

and-
nuclearnuclear testing , and heard a request that :EskimosEsklmos and 0-

ther
o0o-

therther Alaska Natives be includedmcluded for studstudy} and possibleposslblfpossible-
compensation

posslblf-
compensationcompensation under the legIslatIOn-

The
legislationlegislation-

The
legislation-

TheThe bbilll , S 1865 , was introduced by SenatorScnator :Edwarc-
M

hdwarcEdwarc
M Kennedy ., D - Massachusetts , SubcommitteeSubcommlttce ((11d1rmar-
dnd

Chairmar-
and

Chdirmar(11d1rmar11d1rmarChairmar
anddnd by ten other senawsenators['; The billbillwould,"wouldould makemdke the U SS-

hable
S-

liableliablehable for damages suffered bby} the minersmmers and provide foifotforfor-

Lompensation
fot-

compenSdtloni-ompensdtioniompensdtioncompenSdtlonLompensation- to behe paid to individualsIndlVldud\IndlVldudIndlVldudwho!\ who were harmedhdrmedharmed-
by

hdrmed-
hybyhy 0U S nuclear ,"weaponsedpon testing programsprogrdm S 18h186S18651865would,"wouldwould-
also

ouWouW-

dboakodboalso provide for liabilityhdblhty for damagesddmages to ""certaincertain"certdlncertdln sheepheepsheep-
herds

heep-
herdherdsherd '.' A researcher for the InuitInul! CirtumpolarCircumpolar (Confer-
ence

ConferConfer-onfer-
ence

onfer-onfer¬-

ence ((11ICICC( C ) asked the subcommittee to include -Eskimos-
and

fsklmos-
dnd

hskimosf-sklmosfsklmosEskimos
anddnddndotherandotherother AlaskaAlas"aAlasa" Natives for ,studiestudles and possible comcompen-

sation
compencompen-pen-

SdtJon
pen-pen¬-

sationSdtJon for damages caused byhy radiation exploexplosureexplosure-
Theresa

explosure-
Theresa

ureure-

TheresaTheresa Pederson ., InupiatInuplat :tskimoEsklmoEskimo from Council., Alas-

"a
Alas-

ka
AlasAlas-¬-

"ka"aa told the Senate subcommittee that EskimosEskImo , and otherother-
Alaska

other-
laska

other-
laska\-\laskalaska-\laskaAlaska Natives may have been affectaffected: l!:< by atmosphemt-

estIng
atmosphericatmosphem :

testing of nuclear weaponsweapon in the 1950's1950s' and 1960's1960s960's960sI ' andand-
that

and-
thatthat the Natives may possible be experiencingexpenencmg some of thethe-
effects

the-
effectseffects of such expoexposure<;ure StudiesStudle<; of cancer rates amongamong-
Natives

among-
NdtlVNdtlVNatives , and determinationdetermmatlon ofofanyany hnlink" between the diseasedisease-
and

disease-
andand Native cancer rates , should be provided and compensa-

tion
compensa-

tion
compensacompensa-¬-

tion paid iftf proof can be demonstrateddemonstrdted ., Pederson saidsaid-

Studies
said-

Studies
a1da1d-

StudiesStudies conducted in the 1950's1950s1950\19501950through'\, through the earlyearly-

1970's
early-

1970's1970's1970s' indicatedmdleated Eskimos had absorbed unusuallyunusillllly highhigh-

amounts
high-

dmOllntsamountsdmOllnts of radiation in theirthelT bodies from eatingeatmg nativendtlvenative-
foods

ndtlve-
foodsfoods of the arctic which concontainedtamed radioactiveradlOdctJve matenals-

from
materialsmatenalsmaterials-

fromfrom talloutlalloutfallout ofofrddlatJonofradiationradiationrddlatJon caused by atmosphericatmosphenc testing-
of

testing-
of

testing
of nuclear weaponsweapons-

"The
weapons-

"The
weapons-

"The""TheThe lethal radioactivity ccarriedrned by statosphencstatospheric air cur-

rents
cur-

rents
curcur-¬-

rents well beyond the bordsbonis of nationsnatlons is taking its toll inin-

the
in-

thethe AlaskanAJaskan sub-arcticsubarcticsub-ilrctlcilrctlc-- and arcticarctlc regions The indIcatIOns-
are

indications
are stronger now that a significantly higher proportionproportlon ofof-

mammahan
of-

mammalianmammalianmammahan reproduction , when exposed to radiation , havehave-

developed
have-

developeddevelopeddevelopedintointomto many forms ofofcancercancer ,
,'' Pederson saId-

"The
saidsaid-

"The
said-

"The""TheThe U S Senate has been informedmformed of 28 years of SC-

IentIfic
scisci-

entific
SCI-SCI¬-

entific investigations into the dangers of radioactive fallout-

onto
fallout-

onto
fallout

onto and up the arcticarctlc: foodchamfoodchalOfoodchain: have linked a highhig1! perper-

capita
per-

capitacapita rate ofofvanousofvariousvariousvanous cancers among EskimosEskunos due to thethe-

absorption
the-

absorptionabsorption of highly concentrated radionuclidesradlonuchdes ". she said ..

Pederson :saidsnd that evidence has indicatedmdlcated that EskimosEskimos-

hvmg

Eskimos-

livinglivinghvmg north of the 64th parallel were particularlypartlcularly: exposedexposed-

toto radiation from atmosphencatmospheric testing as radiationradlatton maten-

als

materi-

als
materimaten-matenmateri-¬-

als are more easily introduced intomto the foodchamfoodchain in arcarc-

tiC

arc-

tic

arc-arc¬-

tic regions , and the Natives are directlydlTectly dependent onon-

those

on-

thosethose food sources .

""TheThe EskimoEslumo believesbebeves the evidence demonstratingdemonstratmg thatthat-

peak
that-

peakpeak cancer rates are not reached 30 years after the irra-

diation
lTra-

d13tton
irralTra-lTrairra-¬-

diationd13tton , and that bone cancer can occur at least 40 yearsyears-

after
years-

afterafter irradiation ,,"" the inupiat researcher testifiedtestified-

Pederson
testified-

Pederson
testified-

PedersonPederson requested that Section 2e( ) of the Act , dede-

fining

de-

rming
de-de¬-

finingrming ""affectedaffected areas " in which possible victims are lolo-

cated

lo-

cated
lo-lo¬-

cated be amended . The requested amendment would auth-

orize

auth-

orize
authauth-¬-

orize the Secretary of Health , Education and Welfare toto-

make

to-

makemake the determination to include Eskimos and other A-

laska
A-AA-

laska

A-

laska

-

laska Natives for study and possible compensation forfor-

damages
for-

damagesdamages caused by radiation exposure .

Pederson told the Tundra Times that such an amend-

ment
amend-

ment
amendamend-¬-

ment has been introduced by Senators Kennedy and HatchHatch-

and
Hatch-

andand encouraged Natives who have reason to believe theythey-

or
they-

oror theirtheIT families may hivehave been affected by radiation exex-

posure

ex-

posure
ex-ex¬-

posure to submit statements to the Subcommittee .. TheThe-

record

The-

recordrecord will remain open until June 21 for statements ,.

which should be sent to Robert Wenger , Chief Counsel ,.

Subcommittee on Health , Scientific and Research , 120120-

Senate

120-

SenateSenate Court Building , 308C30Se , Washington , D.CDCO.cOc... 20510 ,

Pederson stated .


