
Update - Inupiat Title to the Beaufort Sea
In the last UIC Newsletter inin-

thethe Tundra Times , the Ukpeagvik-
Inupiat

UkpeagvikUkpeagvlkUkpeagvlk-
InuplattnltheInupiatInuplat Corporation effort to can-
firm

concancon-
firm

tnl
firm InuipatInulpat Title to the BeaufortBeaufort-
Sea

Beaufort-
SeaSea was explained , with publica-
tion

publicapublica-publica-
tion

¬-

tion of a letterlener form UIC attorneyattorney-
Mason

attorney-
MasonMason D0 MonssetMorrssetMorisset to the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the IInteriorInterrornterror explaining the basIs-
for

basisbasis-
forfor the claim InteriorInterror DepartmentDepartment-
Deputy

Department-
DeputyDeputy Solicitor ,

,minn a letter dateddated-
March

dated-
MarchMarch 25 to Mr MonssetMOrlSsetMorisset , respon-
ded

respon-
ded

responrespon-¬-
:

ded on behalf of the Secretary toto-

the
to-

thethe UICL1IC claim which was presen-
ted

presen-
ted

presenpresen-¬-

tedtedinmIn DecemberDecember-
The

December-
The

December-
TheThe first round in the UIC bat-

tle
bat-

tle
batbat-¬-

tle to confirm InupiatInuplat TitleTtle, thethe-
Beaufort

the-
BeaufortBeaufort Sea has not gone well TheThe-
Interior

The-
InterrorInteriorInterror Department rejects the Idea-

of
ideaidea-

ofof InupiatInuplat TitleTtle, to the Beaufort ,.

and UUICICargumentUICargumentIC argument that InupiatInuplatInupiat-
people

Inuplat-
peoplepeople have the rightrrght of title to the

seabed beneath the area used todaytoday-
and

today-
andand for time immemorial by EsEs-

kImos
Es-

kimos
Es-Es¬-

kimos Even if InupiatInuplat rights to thethe-
area

the-
areaarea may be demonstrated , the De-

puty
DeDe-De-

puty
-¬-

puty Solicitor stated , the federalfederal-
government

federal-
governmentgovernment would have a greatergreater-
claim

greater-
claimclaim to the offshore Beaufort areaarea-
and

area-
andand its resources .

The InteriorInterror Department diddid-
concede

did-
concedeconcede that ""thethe rights of the EsEs-

kimos
Es-

kimos
Es-Es¬-

kimos to use the offshore ArcticArctic-
areas

Arctic-
areasareas cannot be debateddebatedhowever,,"" -however-however .

The Deputy Solicitor also declined-
to

declined
to address several other pointspoints-
raIsed

points-
raisedraised by UIC mIn forwarding thethe-
claim

the-
claimclaim of InupiatInuplat Title . UIC POinted-
out

pointedpointed-
outjoutout that InupiatInuplat hunting and fishingfishing-
rights

fishing-
rights[ rights were never extinguished byby-

conquest
by-

conquestconquest of any sovereign , that-
such

that-
such

that
such rights further were not extin-
gUIshed

extin-
guished

extinextin-¬-

guished by the Treaty of Cession

between the United States and ImIm-

perial
Im-

perial
Im-Im¬-

perial Government of Russia in
1867 , nor by the Alaska StatehoodStatehood-
Act

Statehood-
ActAct , and other significant FederalFederal-
laws

Federal-
lawslawsSubmergedLands, including the Submerged
Lands Act , the Outer "Continental"Continental"Continental-
Shelf

Continental-
ShelfShelf Lands Act , nor the AlaskaAskaAska-
Native

skaska-

NativeNative Claims Settlement Act of
1971 ( ANCSA ) .

The Deputy Solicitor'sSolicitors' letterletter-
did

letter-
diddid not address many of these issuesissues-
raised

issues-
raisedraised in the UIC (Inupiatnupiat Title-
claim

TitleTitle-
claimclaim . Some other concessions ten-
ding

ten-
ding

tenten-ten-ten¬-

ding to support Inupiat rights inin-

this
in-

thisthis issue were also made by thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment , however .. ""ThisThis is notnot-
to

not-
toto say that the Inupiats do not havehave-
rights

have-
rightsrights to use the polar ocean bebe-

yond
be-

yond
be-be¬-

yond three miles , " the Depart-
mental

Depart-
mental

DepartDepart-¬-

mental solicitor stated . Further , thethe-
letter

the-
letterletter states , ""SecretarySecretary AndrusAndrushashas

acknowledged the subsistence hunt-
ing

hunt-
ing

hunthunt-¬-

ing and fishing rights of the Inupi-
ats

lnupi-
ats

InupiInupi-lnupi-lnupi¬-

ats and , in the case of offshore oiloil-

and
oil-

andand gas leasing , has imposed re-

quirements
rere-

quirements
re-re¬-

quirements on Interior Departmentl-
essees

DepartmentDepartmentl-
esseeslessees to minimize adverse impactsimpacts-
onon the Inupiats ' lifestyle . "
_- UUICIC and its attorneys ..areare care-
fully

carecare-care-
fully

-¬-

fully analyzing the Departments rere-

sponse
re-

sponse
re-re¬-

sponse in-orderinorderin.orderinorder-. to determine whatwhat-
formal

what-
formalformalformalresponseresponse may appropriatelyappropriately-
bebe made in the Corporation'sCorporations ' efforteffort-
to

effort-
toto confirm the validity of InupiatInupiat-
Title

Inupiat-
TitleTitle to the Beaufort Sea offshoreoffshore-
area

offshore-
areaarea . One positive not is that UICUIC-

management
UIC-

managementmanagement has been in close com-
munication

com-
munication

comcom- ¬-

munication with the Inupiat Com-
munity

ComCom-Com-
munity

¬-

munity of the Arctic Slope ((lCASICAS )

and has obtained the strong supportsupport-
of

support-
ofof the Inupiat Community in aa-

unified
a-

unifiedunified effort for Eskimo rights .


