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Editor'sEditors' Note ., Should you have any questions or suggestionssuggesbonssuggestions-
regardingregarding this or future ""ABCsABCs' " articles ,' pleaseplease contact the-

author
the: ro ; cl : j =.UU:author at the Center for Cross-CulturalCrossCultural- Studies ., UniversityUniversity-

of
rs

of Alaska , FairbanksFmrbanks 99701 ., or call ((907)907) 47479-71854797185--7165 .

Summertime ]isS oftentimes vacationvacation timetimB for Alaskan fam-
IlIes

fam-
ilies

famfam-¬-
ilies Whether for three day weekendsweekBnd9 or longer periodspenodspenodsofof-

time
ofof-

bmetimebme .,. your familyfarmly may wishwtsh to organize this summer'ssummers' outingsoutings-
around

outings-
aroundaround themes inm Alaska historyhistory-

USIng
history-

Using
history-

UsingUsing the books ,. maps , andandreferencesreferences of youryour loca-
Jhbrary

locallocaJlocal-

librarylibraryhbrary or your personalpersonaJ bookshelf , you can beginbegm designingdeslgrung aa-

tnp
a-

triptriptnp . Certain fictionalfictIonaJ or documentary books may provide B-

focal
aBa-

focalfocal point for your triptnp For exampleBxample ,. aB trip to the Cordova or-

ChitinaKennecott
oror-

ChItmaKennecottChItma-KennecottChItmaKennecottChitina-KennecottChitinaChihna-KennecpttChihnaKennecptt-- areasare89 may be enhancedenhancedwithwithwtth readings fromfrom-

lone
from-

LoneLone E Jansen'sJansens' The Copper Spike relating the intrigue andand-

adventure
and-

adventureadventure associatedassOCIatedwtthassociatedwithwithwtth the Copper lRiverver and North-
western

North-
western

Nprth-
i

North-NorthNprth-Nprth-

westerni RaRailroad'sRailroads. road'sroads' ttransport of ore from the WrangelJsWrangells toto-

bdewater
to-

tidewatertidewaterbdewater at KatelJa-
Gold

KatellaKatelJaKatella-
Gold

Katella-
GoldGoldGoldISis a popular topic of conversation and is reflectedrenecledrenecled-

in
reflected-

inin Juneau'sJuneaus' specialSpecialcentennialcentennialcentennialcelebrationcelebration of its foundingfoundmg ., The-

Perseverance
TheThe-

Perseverance
The-

leverancePerseveranceleverance Theater in Douglas ,. across the Gasbneau-
channel

Gastineau-
channel

GastmeauGasbneauGastineau
channel from Juneau . is againagam presenting the widelywtdely aCc\8IaCc8Iacclaimedacclaimed-
"Pure \1ed""PurePure C:Gold " theatere t based upon the oral history of the old-
timers

old-
timers

old-old-

timers ', earlyl days in the: Juneou-DouglasJuneouDouglasJuneau-DouglasJuneau- I area: .
oTheoThe migrationmigration-

of
a

of gold seekers from Southeast to the Yukon can be enioyedenJoyedenjoyed-
inin10 Pierre Berton'sBertonsBerlon'qBerlonqBerton'9Berton9' KlondikeKlondJke ,. and the continuationcontmuabon of the goldgold-
search

gold-
searchsearch intomto the Alaskan Forty-MileFortyMile- ., InteriorInlenorIntenor ,. and SewardSeward-
Peninsula

Seward-
PerunsuJaPeninsulaPerunsuJa areas is chronicledchrorucled in William Hunt'sHunts'' NorthNorthofof 53530530-
Relraclfg

°

RetracingRelraclfg! these routes by ferry ,. railroad., boat,, airmr or car cancan-
be

can-
bebe interestingmteresbng and provides a greater understanding of thethe-
vast

the-
vastvast distances those early gold seekers traveled pursuing thethe-
elusive

the-
elusiveelusive weaJth-

The
wealthweaJthwealth-

The
wealth-

TheThe !historicuslonc Fairbanks to10 Valdez route from tidewaterbdewalertidewater-
toto10 the InteriorInlenor is now the Richardson Highway . As a maiormaJor
transportationtransportatJonmaJortransportatJonmajortransportationroute ,. thethB road had numerous roadhousesS-
Bl'Vlng

roadhouses-
serving

roadhouses
servingSBl'VlngSBlVlng' the early travelers who ventured forthforthonon horses
dogdORhorsesdORhorsesdogbecamethesleds , and even bicycles before our automobiles became
the predominantn transportation form . Many of the historichistoric-
roadhouses::cfu nJJ ::g; rt: ;roadhouses are stillstillinin operation andandaa visit to eachc iss a mustmustThoseThose roadhouses are listedhsled in a publication entitledenbtled AJaskoAlaskoAlaska s-

Historic
s,StateOfficeHJHistorictoTlc floadhousesRoadhouses , printedpnnted inm 1974 by the Alaska State

OfficeMichaelEof History and Archaeology , andandauthoredauthored by Michael
E Smith .

commurubeshavecommunitieshaveWhile travelingtravelmg you mavmay noticenOticB that many communitiescommurubes
have locallocaJlocaJmuseumslocalmuseumsmuseums ,. usually voluntarily maintained forfor-
VISitOrs

for-
visitorsvisitorsmanagesuchby the locallocaJ historicalhlstoncaJ society . The people who manage
such displays are usually very knowledgeable about the locaJ-
area

locallocaJlocal-
areaarea andandareare eager to talk with visitors ., While the displaysdisplaysmaymay not be as ""slickslick"shckshck " as those found in city museums ,. thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeopleuniqueThewho keep those displays open to visitors are unique
The storytellingstory1elJmg andandcharactercharacter ofddpeoplethe people in the places youyouVIsitvisit are the realrealwayway to learn about the locallocaJ area .

SpecialSpectaJ places to findfmd interestingmterestIng publications andand-
momenlos

and-
momentosmomentosmomenlos are the gift counters of the Anchorage HistoricaJ-
and

HistoricalHistoricaJHistorical-
andfairbanksand Fine Arts Museum and the University of Alaska . Fairfair-¬-
banks Geist Museum .. The selection of materials is vaned-
and

vaned-
and

variedvanedplantoand uniqueuruque ., WhileWIulB planningplanmng or while on your vacation., plan
tospeciaJtreasuresspecialtreasuresvisit those museums and their gift counters for specialspeciaJ
treasures .,advisabletoIf you are traveling with youngsters , it may bebeadvisableadvisable
to includemclude games for them and to plan activities utilizing thethe-
numerous

the-
numerousnumerousidentifyingflowersAlaska wildlife guidesguidesandand lists for identifying

Photographycombinedflowers ., bemesberries ., and birds duringuring your travels . Photography
combinedcombinedwithwithwithaa written daily journaljottrnalJournalcouldcould become nextnextfall's' "fallfall'sfallss "showshow and tell " at school . Youngsters can collect rockrock-
samples

rock-
samplessamplesamplestumblesmall* ,. labeledlabeledwithwithwithmineralmineral type and location.,, or tumble
small samples for use as jewelry with a vacation historymstory ..
OthersOthBrsotherscollectcan sketch pictures on their travelstravelswhilewhile othersthroughwhichcollect stones about theilie foundingsfoundingsofof the communities through
which you travel..thestalethestateSummertime [iss a great time to visit other parts of thestatestalewayto,. and using a historic theme may be an interesting way
to organize your travel endand to create a sense of adventure .


