
Opposition '' to caribou conventio.nconvention
.

lessens ;

by Bill DuBay and Bill HessHess-

Tundra

Hess-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-

With

Times-

WithWith a population of nearly

130.000130000130,000., animals and a rangerange-

as

range-

asas large as the state of Wyom .

ing, the Porcupine caribou herdherd-
is

herd-
isis thriving and healthyhe thy . The

7000 villagers spread acrossacross-
Northeast

across-
NortheastNortheast Alaska and in 'CanaCana'

Cana-
da's

.

da'sdas' Yukon and Northwest TernTern-
tones

.

toriestones who depend upon thethe-

herd

the-

herdherd focfor their survival want toto-
se

to-
seesesee ththatt it remains that way .

Management of the herdherd-
poses

herd-
posesposes , some unique problems asas-

it
as-

itsitsit$ range is dissected by thethe-
boundary

the-
boundaryboundary ineslines . drawn by twotwo-
nations

two-
nationsnations , ,one state$ tate , two territern .

tories and a ' variety of locallocal-

governments

local-

governmentsgovernments . Villagers , mostlymostly-
Athabascan

mostly-
AthabascanAthabascan Indians and InupiatInuplatInupiat-
Eskimos

Inuplat-
EskimosEskimos from the two Dationsnations ,

have long been pushing" for anan-

iltemational
an-

internationaliltemationalinternational) treaty ., or convenconven-conven-

tion

-.
tlontion , to protect the herd .

"TodayToday" , many things areare-

changing

are-

changingchanging in oUr villagevillages$:, " Jona .

than SolomSolomann , president of"thethe"the-
International

" the-
InternationalInternational PorcupinePPrr upine Caribou

commission ., said last ThursdayThursday-

atat a state hearing on the matmat-mat-
ter

.-

ter mto Fairbanks .
. Jobs"Jobs
."

., SSchoolshools ., better homes .,

electricity ., communications andand-
airports

and-
airportsairports all help to make lifelife-
better

life-
betterbetter . But the life of our

community and the historicalhistorical-
way

historical-
wayway we think about the worldworld-
still

world-
still

.,
still depends upon the caribou "

TIleThe state held the hearingshearings-
toto gather comments on 3a statestate-
draft

state-
draftdraft posHionposition 00on the conven-convenconveitconven-

tion

-

tionlion . Under the Jay Hammond

administration ., the statestare ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska opposed any idea ofofaof-
treaty

of-
treaty

a

treaty or convention ., but Go\GoGovGo-
eroot

Gov-

error
\'

erooterror Bill Sheffield is looking-
favorably

tookinglookingtooking-
favorablyfavorably on particIpating 10to anan-

agreement
an-

agreementagreement .

iThere1J ere was virtually no oppooppo-.-

,monuton IIIto the dratdrattmgdrattmgme! mg ! -meme,-,nmme-

typetype otof agreement expre--\t"dexpret"dtdexpret"ddexpressedexpressedd- '\" d ''

the heanng.lheannglhearings., . nor kJtv the rillrilltpi +
tt-

visionsvisions"'SlonSlon' :. galled",aIled tOJto , min a reoluewlu, ewlu-
'ion

, ii-
110n110n'ionion' pasledpassed! b\bbJab\' \JaJaAlaska<\ ka memhl"fmemhlfmembersmemhl"fJmembers-
of

." " \JJ\J-

ofofjContInuedthe{ he IPCC{ per dunngduring .tta. 1lee1mgneel ingingring-
Continued

jr
ContInued on Page ThIrteen ,



Cooperation sought to protect caribou
(Continued tromfrom Page Onene )
held this past April In ArcticArctic-
Village

Arctic-
VillageVillage .

TIleThe resolution cal1edcalled uponupon-
the

.

the governments of the twotwo-
nations

two-
nationsnations to

.

negotiate and imlm .

plementelement an international con .

ventlon to eonserveConserve the herdherd-
and

herd-
andand its ecosystem and urgedurged-
the

urged-
thethe state of J\laskaJlaskaAlaska,\ to join withwith-
the

with-
thethe IPceIPCC in takingcaking a lead rolerole-
in

role-
Inin the drafting of an agreemenhagreementsagreemenh-

In
agreements-

InIn the papastt , Alaska fearedfeared-
anan international agreementagreement-
might

agreement-
mightmight weaken ,'

. State jurlsdicitonjurisdlcitonjurlsdiciton-
over

jurisdlciton-
overover the herd ,. All parties in .

volvedvalved now seem to agree thatthat-
state

that-
statestate , territorial , and 'locallocal'local man .

agment will notnot be damaged byby-
an

by-
anan InternatIonalinternatlonal agreement ,.

.SenatorJohnrSepatorJohnLast OctoberOctobel, StateState- rSepator.SenatorSenatorrSepator,.
John Sackett of Ruby ., whowhb hashas-
taken

has-
takentaken an acUveactly& role In thethenene.

gotiationsgodatlons , orgaQlzedorganized a memetingmeting-
with

'

tingting-
withwith Governor Sheffield , AfaskaAlaskaAfaska-
Fish

Alaska-
FishFishFish.andFishand.andand. Game personel , Solo-SoloSolo-
mon

Solo-
mon

-

mon and other IPCC representarepresenta-representa-
tives

.-

tives ., ,. \,

The Alaska 'FederationFederation
'

ofof-
Natives

of-
NativesNatives

,
1soalso , dredrew up a reso .

lutionlutlon supporting efforts atat-
reaching

at-
reachingreaching an internationalinternationalagreeagreeagree-agree-
ment

.-

ment..

Fish and Game and then thethe-
governor

the-
governorgovernor finally came out inin-

support
in-

supportsupport of the efforts . uThis"flisflisuThis-
thing

"flis-
thing

"

thing has .beenbeen. on the shelfshelf-
for

shelf-
forfor fivelive years now , " SheffieldSheffield-
said

Sheffield-
saidsaid . "ItIt" is time to get goinggoing-
with

going-
withwith Itit.,

" lie assigned FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Game to work with thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages .

During the Fairbanks hear-hearhear-
ings

hear-
ings

-

ings , Steven GinnlsGinnis , the Tana-
na

Tana-TanaTana-
na

-

na Chiefs Conference subregionsubregion-subregion-
al

.-

al director from Fort Yukon ,

noted that as COPE and thethe-
Council

the-
CouncilCouncilCouncilofof Yukon Indians fina-finaflna-flnafina-

Jized
flna-

hzed

-

Jizedhzed their land claims agree .

ments with the Canadian govern .

ment , another stumbling blblockk toto-
reaching

to-
reachingreaching a consensus Is disa-

pearing
dlsa-dlsadisa-disadlsa-

pea
-

peapearingring .

There have been opposiopposi-opposi-
lion

-.
tionlion expressed out of fearsfears-
the

fears-
thethe agreement would leaveleave-
Canada

leave-
CanadaCanada withwithnono managementmanagement-
capabilities

management-
capabilitiescapabilities , but the agreementsagreements-
indicate

agreements-
indicateindicate otherwise . TIleThe settlingsettling-
of

settling-
ofof the land claims also promisespromises-
toto bring to an end a deadlockdeadlock-
that

deadlock-
thatthat could have tied up anyany-
type

any-
typetype of agreement reached inin-

the
in-

thethe area .

Solomon stressed three pointspoints-
atat the Fairbanks hearing . Local

people should have a big rolerole-
In

role-
inIn any convention reached . lielie-
said

lie-
saidsaid . the agreement mustnwst taketake-

effective
take-

effectiveeffective measures to protect thethe-
habitat

the-
habitathabitat . It should recognize 10lo '
cal domestic use as the firstfirs-
tpriority

firs-
tprioritypriority use of caribou .

During the April meetings ,

Solomon emphasized his concon-con-
cern

.-

cern for local participation , andand-
the

and-
thethe need to get an internationalinternational-
convention

international-
conventionconvention as soon as possible ,.

"InIn" 1959 , when Alaska be-bebe-
came

be -

came a state , the Native peoplepeople-
were

people-
werewere a majority .

" SolomonSolomon-
said

Solomon-
saidsaid . Uln"InIn" 1980 , we were only
18 percent , today we 3reare onlyonly-
ISIS15 percent., Today , every year ,

Anchorage is gaining a seatseat-
in

seat-
inin the State House ,.

"EveryEvery" three years , it gainsgains-
aa Senate seat ., We must set upup-
today

up-
todaytoday , something in treaty fonnform ,

which the state can not break .

This is what this thing is basedbased-

upon
based-

uponupon .

"WhenWhen" we started this thing
6 years ago In Old Crow , itit-
was

it-
waswas with the recognition of thethe-
need

the-
needneed by the people ,. . of NorthNorth-North-
east

.-

east Alaska and the CanadiansCanadians-
ofof the need for regulation .

"OurOur" people speak of their

religious righrightt totto thesehc e animals .

Our religion includeincludes, the right\rightrightsright-

to
rights-

to
\

to our naturalnaturalresourcesresources . As wewe-

lose

we-

loselose the votes in this state , wewe-

will

we-

willwill find there are no religioureligiousreligious-

and

,
and culturalculturalrightsrights for NatNativeNative-

peoples
IveIve-

peoplespeoples in the state of Alaska .

"ThatThat" is why we need aa-

treaty
a-

treatytreaty or agreement or convenconven-conven-
tion

-,
tion by which the state , thethe-
provinces

the-
provincesprovinces , and the federal govgov-govgov-

ernments
-.

ernments sw'tllwtll' l recognize forever

our rightrightsI! 10to theethese, natlHnaturalnatural-

resources
< 111-

1rcsouresourcesrcsou rc el! .,
"

TCC Pre\idcntPreidcntPresident\ Spud Willial1lWilliamsWilliams-

saidsaid ., "TheThe" oil companies dondon'tdontdon't-
care

'II'I-
care

'

care ahoUIabout what we eat , theythey-

are

they-

areare inleretedinterested, only in gettinggetting-

outout the oil We have even moremore-

rea"un

more-
reasonrea"unreaunreason" today to pursue thilthisthil-

agreement

this-

agreement
!

agreement than we did five oror-

six1sixx years ago when we tJrfirstfirst-

started
'tt-

startedstarted talking about this Issue


