
CINA 20zo yealSyeais-oI.dyeaisoI.dyeaisoI.doId- old
.

by Marilyn RichaRichardsRichards-
Tundra

ss-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-

UWhq
Times-

"WhoUWhq"WhoWho" 'cancan'can remremembermber 20 yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago ?" asks fonnerformer AnchorageAnchorage-
mayor

Anchorage-
mayormayor GeoGeorgege Sullivan . But 2020-
years

20-
yearsyears ago.theagotheago-theagothe,.- New Yo-.rkYo-rkYork

.
World'sWorldsWorld's-

Fait
World's-

Fait
'

Fait was gearing up ., the world'sworlds'

}

tallest tree was discovered , AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

,-

ka was recovering fromfrom aa-
dev

a-
devastatingdevdevastatingstating earthquake .

Andnd through infonnalinformal meetnieet ,

ings 20 years ago , friends(riend$ livingliving-
inindeContinuedthe state'sstates' larlargestest city ., dede-.-
Continued on Page Two

-



.

CINA traininggroundfor\many.leaders-traininggroundformany.leaderstraininggroundformany.leadersmanyleaderstraining
:

,

gmound formany\
,,

.leaders - .
,

( Continued from Pa2ePate One )
cided there was a need for aa-

place
a-

placeplace for out of town villagersvillagers-

toto visit . 11uoughThrough their effortsefforts-
the

efforts-
thethe Cook Inlet Native Asso .

: iation was born .

One of the first prioritiespriorities-
ofof CINA was a Native welcomewelcome-
center

welcome-
centercenter ., where news and infor .

malionnation( ., gossip and food fromfrom-
'back

from-
'back'backback' home ' was shared .

"BackBack" then the only imageimage-
of

image-
ofof the Native that many hadhad-
was

had-
waswas one of FOurth, Avenue , "

.

says Flore Lekanof , CINA'sCINAs' first
president , now of St . GeorgeGeorge-
Tanaq

George-
TanaqTanaq Corporation .

When LekanofLekanofwaswas electedelected-
there

elected-
therethere was no n1Oneymoney , no funds ,

no staff . or employees , butbut-
many

but-
manymany volunteers with lots ofof-
ideas

of-
ideasideas . What started out as aa-
small

a-
smallsmallsmallsocialsocial group grew to bebe-
one

be-
oneone of the largest nonprofit-
organizations

non-profitnonprofitnonprofitnonprofit-
organizations

-

organizations in the state .,

uTIle"TheThe" Cook Inlet Native Asso .

ciation serves about 14,00014000, inin-
Anchorage

in-
AnchorageAnchorage ., Tyonek , MatMat.SuMatSuMat.Su-
Valley

.SuSu-
ValleyValley , Eklutna , KKenainai , NinilNinil-NinilNinil-
chik

-.
chik and Seldovia ,

II"IIsayssays CINACINA-
planne

CINA-
plannerplanneplanner Aleen Smith . "ThereThere" isis-
a

is-
aa $55$ million budget and over
100 permanent full.timefulltimefull-timefulltime.- em-emem-
ployees

em-
ployees

-

ployees .
II"I-

ICINACINA also takes credit , largelarge-large-
ly

.-

Iyly undisputed , for the formaforma-formaforma-
tion

-.
liontion of the Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives . CJNA'sCJNAsCINA'sCINAs' early foun '
ders reads like a Who'sWhos' WhoWho-
list

Who-
listlist of Alaska and Native poliopoli-polipolio-
tics

poli-
tics

-

tics :; Nick Gray , a key figure-
of

figurefigure-
ofof the Fairbanks Native AsAs-AsAs-

sociation
.-

sociation and the KuskokwimKuskokwim-
Native

Kuskokwim-
NativeNative Association who dieddied-
in

died-
inin the late sixties ; the latelate-
Laura

late-
LauraLauraLauraBer-BerBer

-

Bergtt Crockett ; the latelate-
Eklutna

late-
EklutnaEklutna Chief Mike Alex ; thethe-
North

thth-
North

e
NorthUoydAvakanaLloydAvakanaSlope Borough'sBoroughs' UoydLloyd
Avakana , and Emil NOUiNotti , now-
state

nownow-
statestate commissioner of the .

DeDe-DeDe-
partment

.-

partment of Community andand-
Regional

and-
RegionalRegional Affairs .

CINA also served as a po .politicallitical training ., and spawningspawning-
ground

spawning-
groundground for the AncnorageAnchorage Native

Caucus'sCaucuss' Cliff Black , cook InletInlet-
Region\ Region executive vlce.presldentvlcepresldentvice-presidentvicepresidentvicepresident-
Robert

vlce.presldent-
Robert

.-

Robert Rude , DertBert Campbell ,

Debbie Fullenwider , Jacke Guz-GuzGuz-
ialek

Guz-
ialek

-

ialek , Mike SymnansklSymnanski , JohnJohn-
Evans

John-
EvansEvans and scores of others .

CINA'sCINAs' four departmdepartmentsnts areare-
I

are-
theI the Alaska Native Com'munltyCommunltyCommunityCom'munlty-
Center

Community-
Center

'

Center , Community Edl1catIEducationn ,

lIealthHealth , and thetite. lIumanHuman Re-ReRe-
sources

Re .-

sources DevelopmentDevclopment ,.

Past and present activities in-inin-

I

in-

clude
in-

dude
-

I
cludedude ivory and soapstosoapstopee carcar-car-
ving

.-

ving , and successful eveneventss suchsuch-
as

such-
asas the statewide NativeNativeiYouth!iYouthYouthiYouth-
Olympics

Youth-
Olympics

'-

Youth
Y-

outh
'-

YouthArt
'

Olympics and the Native YouthYouth-
ArtArt shows . ,

Other social services are thethe-
dental

the-
dentaldental and family clinics , bothboth-
the

both-
thethe Community Health Repre-RepreRepre-
sentative

Repre-
sentative

-

sentative and Community HealthHealth-
Aide

Health-
AideAide programs , village emeremer-emer-
gency

.-

gency medical technicians , hous-houshous-
ing

hous-
ing

-

ing assistance , alcoholism coun-councoun-

seling
oun '-

seling and referrals .
III-

IEducationEducation remains a mattermatter-
of

m ttertter-
ofofofsignificantsignificant importance InIn-
CINA

in-
CINACINA related programs . NativesNative-
sof

Native-
sofof all ages have participatedparticipated-
inin a wide variety ofofservicesservices .

Pre-schoolPreschoolPreschool- through teens andand-
Elders

ndnd-
EldersElders have been offered classes ,

on the job training , employemploy-employ-
ment

.-

ment or placement , and councoun-coun-
seling

.-

seling .

CINA also sponsors a MissMiss-

CINA
Miss-

CINACINA pageant where young-
Native

youngyoung-
NativeNative women can have a chance-
to

chancechance-
toto win scholarships and prizes .

The Nick Gray Scholarships has-
awarded

hashas-
awardedawarded tens of thousands ofof-
dollars

of-
dollarsdollars to hundredshun reds ofreelofreciof reelreci-recireci-
pients

.-

pients in order that,' they mightmight-
pursue

might-
pursuepursue vocational , college oror-
technical

or-
technicaltechnical studies . ,

Those monies come fromfrom-
bingo

'

bingo operations , though thethe-
CINA

the-
CINACINA board has put 3"a recentrecent-
but

recent-
butbut temporary moratoriummotatorium '. onon-
the

on-
thethe expenditures frofrom

.
the bingobingo-

proceeds
bingo-

proceedsproceeds . ....' .

While CINA plays an inin-inin-
fluential

.-

fluential
.,

role in the day liveslive-
sofof many Native ,. it has not alal-alal-

ways

.-

ways been a smooth twentytwenty-
years

twenty-
yearsyears , "They'veTheyve" ' had five exec .

utive directors iithreethree years "
one observer notes . And CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet Region , tricIrk . , the profitprofit-
Native

profit-
NativeNative corporation established-
their

establishedestablished-
theirtheir own non-profitnonprofit- social ser-serser-
vice

ser-
vice

--
vice organization , the CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet Tribal Council , Inc ,. lastlast-
summer

last-
summersummer .,

"ThisThis"1111 $ has been a painfulpainful-
time

painful-
timetime for many ,

" concedes Berry .

"WhyWhy" mar1ymany of those whowho-
spent

who-
spentspent ten or so or more yearsyears-
helping

years-
helpinghelping CINA grow would startstart-
aU

start-
allaUall over again ," he reflected ,

"ButBut" so far , CINA has notnot-
lost

not-
lostlost any funding to CITC ,

though it might in the fUrfU-
rture

fu-fufu-
ture

-
ture ."

HothBoth organizations serve thethe-
same

the-
samesame area . CITC has CINA alumalum-alum-
ni

.-

ni on Usats board of directors andand-
its

and-
itsits staTrstaff.. Smith remains hopefulhopeful-
yet

hopeful-
yetyet cautious tthatat the CIRI boardboard-
can

oardoard-
cancan address the CINA issues .

Both the non'profitsnonprofits' , and , thethe-
profit

the-
profitprofit will haveave new bpatdboard

members elected .

thoUghCINAIt is ironic that thoUgh
CINA waswas estabished as aa-
place

a-
placeplace for Native to get togethtogeth-togeth-
er

-.
er but has recently lost its ofof-.-

fleeLice space for the WelcomeWelcome-

Center
Welcom-

eCenterCenter . Morale remains hihighl ,

ployees themselves have concon-con-
tributed

.-

tributed over $25002500$ to a fundfund-
to

fund-
toto re-openreopenreopen- the Welcome Center ,.


