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They chchoseose 1.010toI . stay out .., ,
to

.

.6161"II" guess you know that an Indian values his burial grounds .","
spoke John Smith ., a Metlakatla elder and fonnerformer Mayor of Alaska'sAlaskas'

,

only recognized Indian reservation . "WeWe" don'tdont' only value our
\--ltlt\-. -_ _ _. . _ :11.:. . . _ . . _ 1 . _ .11.. _ _I.1I1_ _ . __ I.: . . _ 1. _ _ .. ..1616. . _ . .. . ...

"We-

burial
our-

burialburial grounds ., we value the island , and we know what we havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen getting out of itttut-
Smith

u"

Smith recalled the' time leading up to the Alaska Native LandLand-

Clauns

Land-

ClaimsClaunsClaims Settlement Act of 1971 . . Natives and non.NativesnonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives.- alikealike-

were

alike-

werewere advising him and other members of the city council ., whichwhich-

isis a tribal and not a state chartered government ., to get involvedinvolved-
with

involved-
withwith ANCSA. He was told big oil money was going to be comingcoming-

out
coming-

outout of Prudhoe Bay , and the people of Metlakatla would be CoolishfoolishCoolish-

to
foolish-

toto turn away from the settlement and the big bucks coming with it ..

"II" thought, if we gave this island away ., like they say ., and getget-

aU

get-

allaUall these dollars coming from Prudhoe Bay ., how long is that goinggoing-

to
going-

toto last ?" Smith and other members of the village council engagedengaged-

in1in many heated arguments before they finally opted to remain aa-

reservation

a-

reservationreservation and n'otnot' joinloin ANCSA ",
Today , entire 93,00093000, 'acreJacreJ'acreacre' oCof Metlakatla Island (comparedcompared-

toto 23.0002300023,000., acres for most Southeast villages , is held in trust fOffor thethe-

tribe
the-

tribetribe by the Department of the Interior . Tribal members holdhold-
exclusively

hold-
exclusivelyexclusively fishing rights to 3,0003000, feet offoffshoreshore They do notnot-
even

not-
eveneven need a limited entry permit for commercialcommercialsalmonsalmon fishing ., ,

The Native Village of Tyonek has been tthee center of a statestate-state-
wide

.-

wide controversy , because of its eff9rtsefforts to .enforceenforce.
a tribaltribalordiordi-ordiordi-

nance

-

nance forbidding non-.membersnon.membersnon.membersmembersnon-members-. to live inn the community withoutwithout-
council

without-
councilcouncil permission . Such powers are undispl1tedundisputed; in Metlakatla .

Members receive residence permits allowing they and their spousesspouses-
toto permanently reside

'
on trib.altribal. land . They can sell the rnproveimprove .

ments only to tribal members ., Non.membersNonmembersNon-membersNonmembers.- receive worcwork! pennpermitspermits-

allowing

its

allowing 1hemThem to live in the c9mmunitycommunity only for the duration ofof-
a

of-
aa specific job .

,

: The council runs a cannery , cold storage andandotherother businessbusiness-
I

business-

enterprises

business-

enterprisesI enterprises , and has been ablable to turn consistent profits . As citi-citiciti-

zens

citi-

zens

--
zens of the U.SUS. . andandAlaska-AlaskaAlaska- , village .membersmembers. are also able to bene-benebene-

fit

-

fit through state and federally funded projects .

Yet , villagers
.,

do . voictvoice frustrations over ANCSA . AlthouAlthoughAlthough-

the, the old village of Metlakatla was loclocatedted in C'anadaCanada
'

until the latterlatter-

19th

latter
19th century , they note that their forefathers hunted , trapped .,

c#,
and fished aUall up and down the Southeast coast . These rights havehave-

be

have-

beenbebeenn lostlostwith-withwith- no compensation ., villagers say .
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