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ALASKA'SALASKAS' 9Q-PERCENT9QPERCENT90-PERCENT90- HIRE LAWLAW-

Well,

,,

Well , here we go again . Another Alaska Local Hirehire-
lawlaw has been ruledruledunconstitutionalunconstitutional ; this time by Super-SuperSuper-
ior

Super-
ior

-

ior Court Judge Karl Johnstone . This law , by the way ,

was a simple one , which required that 90 percent of allall-

workers
all-

workersworkers on a state-fundedstatefunded- project be Alaskan residents .

And , of course , rural Alaskans will again be dispro-disprodispro-
portionately

dispro-
portionately

--
portionately affected by Judge Johnstone'sJohnstones' ruling . ifif-
it

:

it stands , because a majority of the projects funded byby-
the

by-
thethe State are in the Bush . Alaska , for some odd reasonreason-
seems

reason-
seemsseems to have been caught up in a vortex of court rulingsrulings-
onon "LocalLocal" hire" since the building of the TAPS projectproject-
ten

project-
tenten years ago .

"' I
No branch of our State government , executive , legis-legislegis-

lative
-

lative , or judicial seems quite able to come up with thethe-
magic

the-
magicmagic formula or workable compromise , which wouldwould-
give

would-
givegive an edge to Alaskans seeking jobs-particularlyjobsparticularly- ruralrural-
Alaskans

rural-
AlaskansAlaskans . What does all this mean ? And where will itit-
all- all end , anyway ?

.
Since the day we discovereddiscoveredHpointytoedHpointy-toedHpointytoed"pointy-toed"pointypointy" - foot prints"

in the snow on the road to Prudoe Bay , fefeelings1ings aboutaboutr-

r

about-
rrrr . our local hire laws have been running high . Those feel-feelfeel-

ings
feel-

ings
-

ings sometimes translate into unfriendly attitudes byby-
Alaskans

by-
AlaskansAlaskans toward "OutsidersOutsiders" .

" Alaskans , are otherwiseotherwise-
I

otherwise-
wellI well known for our warm hospitality to visitors , whoever

.
i} they are . When plane loads of workers from someplace

'.' else descend upon Eek or Anaktuvuk Pass to build ourour-

i

our-
airstrips

our-
airstrips

i
airstrips , our schools , and our roads , while people fromfrom-

those. those villages who want to work , stand idly by andand'-
f'ff''fI'fwatchI

sentment
watch , who

;

can really blame us for the feelings of re-rere-
sentment

re-
sentment

-

: '
\ Maybe someone in the Executive or Legislative branch

.
. , ought to look at the idea of attaching a rider to a local

.
hire law requiringrequiringUrequiringIU" I100 percent Outside Hire . " StrangerStranger-
laws

Stranger-
lawslaws have been made in Juneau , after all . How would thethe-
courts.:

'

courts rolerule on that one , assuming that someone wouldwould-
challenge. challenge itit..

No doubt , the " 90-percent90percent- Alaskan Hire " law ., struckstruck-
r'pp'p-

No
' r' . down by the Lower Court will end up in front of the fivefive-

men,
" men who presently sit on Alaska'sAlaskas' Supreme CourtCourt'benchCourtbench.' bench .

( :
IttIttWe,

We don'tdont' know how they'lltheyll' rule on it ,, if they do at all .

I We hope , however, that the new ruling whichwhichmeansmeans less
I, , jobs for Alaskans residents will be overturned .

.' , SPIRIT DAYS . 19841984-

y

"

' : " " Cook Inlet Native Associ-AssociAssoc-
iation

-
,y: "SpiritSpirit Days , sponsored by
';

',

_
ation , held this past weekend is suresure to become one ofof-
Anchorage's. :

" , Anchorage'sAnchorages' favorite summertime festivities . The ppdtenten-tenten-

tial

-
.
. .

:
, tial in'suchinsuchin ' such an event for bring about greater understand-

ing
understand-understandunderstand-

ing

-
: ; ,

ing
,
and appreciation of AlaskAlaska NatNatveNativeve in AIaska'sAIaskasAlaska'sAlaskas

,
' largestlargest-

city' is unlimited .
,11, , city

. .
;.' , : I The idea of rededlcatmgrededicating ourselves ' to the values of ourour-
'i'ii'rsharingr;:' ., ,,

\(
culture "

'; of
-

celebrating ourourNative. Native-NativeNativeherHage- herHageheritage ; and
.

of sharingsharing-
att

. ' . ' .

; :
\ 'aa'attl-thatlthat- ,that with the community suggests a certain sensensitivitylhvlty

;
.

:;.;;;: {( and maturity in thinthinkinging .
.

'
,
.
r; 1{ Our congratualtions go to CINA'sCINAs' B03L4Board QJof_ Directors

,
'

-"
"+

:.::;
' ; and staff for a job ,well done . .
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