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Sentencing. biaslas,Sentencingsaid
smdsaid to continuecontitcontinueT-

he

ue
The Chairman of the Governor'sGovernors' AdvisoryAdvisory Committee-

onMinority
Committee-

orrMinority
Committee

orr'MinorityorrMinorityon-MinorityonMinority-' Sentencing Practices has taken issue with A-

laska
A-

laska
A-

laska
A-A--

laska Supreme Court Chief Justice Jay Rabinowitz ' claimclaim-
that

claim-
thatthat no difference in sentencing patterns for Natives andand-
Blacks

and-
BlacksBlacks has been found in Alaska Superior Courts..

The Chief Justice , in his State of the Judiciary AdAd-

dress
Ad-

dress
Ad-Ad¬-

dress to the legislature , said , ""TheThe remarkable thing is that-
In

that-
in

that
in the Superior Courts it now shows , in fact , that there is-

no
is-

no
is

no difference in the sentencing patterns . . . "
Bert Campbell , advisory committee chairman and Pres-

ident
Pres-

ident
Pres-PresPres-

ident
--- ''

ident of the Anchorage Native Caucus , said that the ChiefChief-
Justice's

Chief-
Justice'sJustice'sJustices' remarks were """improperlyimproperly premature " and show-
ed

show-
ed

showshow-¬-
ed aa ""recklessreckless disregard for the truth" in a statement isis-

sued
is-is¬.-

sued to the Tundra Times Tuesday .,

Campbell noted that the study upon which Rabinowitz-
based

Rabinowitz-
based

Rabinowitz
based his claim ""isis only one-fifthonefifth-- complete .and.and most ofof-
the

of-
thethe statistical analysis has not been completed by the Ju-

dicial
JuJu-

dicial
Ju-Ju¬-

dicial Council .:"' He added , ""AlthoughAlthough the Chief Justice-
mentioned

Justice-
mentioned

Justice
mentioned that the news studies werewere preliminary findings ,
to use such information as a basis in stating that there is-

no
is-

no
is

no longer any disparity In sentencing is extremely mislead-
ing

misleadmislead-¬.-
ing to ., the legislators and the public ., ., ., The incompleteincomplete-
study

incomplete-
studystudy the Chief Justice was referring to , inno, way,. shapeshape-
or

shape-
oror form shows that racial disparity in the Superior Courts-
has

Courts-
has

Courts
has disappeared ."'

The advisory committee was created after a .study.study by-

the
byby-

thethe Alaska Judicial Council on plea bargaining'casesbargainingcases' be-

tween
bebe-be-

tween
-¬-

tween 1974 and 19719761976Indicated//IndicatedIndicatedndicated a strong racial bias bebe-

tween
be-be-bet-

ween
¬-

tween sentencesand1976fndicatedgivenminoritiesgiven1976fndicatedto white and those received by Na-

tives'and
Na-

tives'and
Na-

tives'and
Na-Na-

tives'andtivesand' other minorminorsminorities! iesies.. Campbell charged that ththe-
Chief

the-
Chief

the-the---

Chief Justice and the DlreDirectortor of the Court System ., Art-

See

Art -
-
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nowdenSnowden ,. hashds opposed the for-

mallon

for-

mation

for-

tation
for-for-

mallonmationtation of the advisory commit-
tee

commit-
tee

commitcommit- ¬-

tee and that RabmowitzRablOowltzRabinowitz wwaswas-

"highly
was-

"highly

:

""highlyhighly criticalcnttcal " of the statistaltsI-

ICs
statis-

tics
stalts-staltsstatis-statis_ -

ticsIICs which supported the diSCI-

ImmatlOn

discri-

mination
discridiSCII-diSCIIdiscri-¬-

minationmmatlOn chargescharges-

Cambell
charges-

Cambell
charges-

CambellCambell noted , ""AsAs soon asas-

the
as-

thethe Chief JusticeJUSllce learned thai-

the
thatthaithat-

thethe veryvel)' preliminaryprehmmaryprehmmaryanalysIspreliminaryanalysisanalysis ofof-

the
of-

thethe data of the 1976 to 19791979-

study
1979-

studystudy ,. whichwhIChISis only one-fifthonefifthonefifth-
complete

onefifth-
eomplcte

-

completeeomplcte , began without show-

ing

show-

mg

showshow-¬-

ingmg significantslgnlfkant disparate seaten-

ung
senten-

Cing

sentensenten-seaten-seaten¬-

cingung ,. he immediately congratu-
Idted

congratu-
lated

congratucongratu- ¬-

latedIdted the Court System and acac-

cepted
ac-ac¬.-

cepted the incompleteIOcomplete statIstIcs-

as
statistics

as a validvaltd indicationmdlcalton that Alas-

ka's
Alas-

npbell

Alas-Alas -.

ka'skas'' consillullonalconstitutional mandalemandate ofof-

equal
of-

equalequal JustICe was bemgbeing fulfill-

ed
fulfillfulfill-.-

\ed /"ampbellnpbellmpbell further statedstaled .,

""SuchSuch"Suchapparentapparent willmgnesswillingness 10to10-

accept
to-

acceptaccept prematurely and incom-

plete
mcom-

plete
mcom-mcomincom-incom-

plete study shows a disturbing-
attitude

dlsturbmgdisturbing
attitude

;
I :psthapsthatpsthastthatt

st'w
the

'ww' court
rtfi

systemsystem-
willwill grays at ststraws to frr vtn-

dicahon
vtn-vtn-

dicationdlCatlondicahon for theirthell racially ddiSCI-

Immatory
discri-

minatory
diSCII-diSCIIdiscri-discri-

"minatorymmatory sentencingsentencmg practicepractIces
TheThc Native Caucus PresidentPresldenlPresident-

was

Presldenl-

waswas also cntlcalcritical of measures tak-

en
tak-

en
tak-tak-

en by the Court SyslemSystem min re-

sponse
re-

sponse
re-re-

sponse i to the discriminationdlSCnmlnatlOQ sla-

Ilstlcs
sta-

primarily
sta-

tistics
sta-stasla-sla-

Ilstlcstistics .,, primarilypnmanly a sensillvltsensitivitysensitivity-

training
yy-

trammgtrammgtrainingming session for udgesJudges whichwhich-

was

which-

waswass heldheldinintn SitkaSltkaSnka laslast summersummer-
"I

summer-
"I""II1 do not feel ththatI this repre.-
nt

repre-

sents
repre-repre-.

senlSsents..ntnt . a, t.nn.fitnn.fitnnfislgmficantsignificant. . t 5slepstepep In10 remov-

iara
remov-

Ing

remov-

ing

remov-remov -

Ing racially disparateiara e sentencessentences-
InIn addition , a sentencingsentenclOg gUlde-

hnes
guide-

however

guide-

lines
guide-guidegUlde-gUlde-

hneslines commllcommitteelee was created .,

however , it'sits'' progreprogress! has beenbeen-

Itmltcd
been-

limitedlimitedItmltcd to a few druDdrug _cnmecrime ar-

eas
ar-

eas
ar-ar-

eass ,
," Campbell saidsaJdsaJd-

The
said-

TheThe Advisory Committee'sCommitteesCommillee'sCommillees ' rere-

port
re-

port
re-re¬-

port to the Governor and thethe-

legIslature
the-

legislaturelegIslaturestature will indicatemdlcate an aassess-

ment
assess-

ment
assess-assess -

mentnt contrary to10 the ChiclChIef Jus-

tices
Jus-

uces
Jus-Jus-

ticesuces , according to It'sIts'' ChairmanChallmanChairman-

"My
Challman-

"My""MyMy Committee is, mIII the finalfinal-

preparallon
final-

preparationpreparallonpreparation ofofItsits report to thethe-

Governor
the-

GovernorGovernor and_ nd thethc Legislature ,.

and I cann assure you beyond aa-

shadow
a-

shadowshadow ofofaa doubt thaiIhatthat racialractalracial-

discrimination
ractal-

dlscnmmaUondlscnmmaUondiscriminationlation is aliveahve andandwellwellwel-

linjhe
wel-

lmhemhemjhcinjhe) criminalcnmmal justiceJusllce system ofof-

the
of-

thethe State of Alaska ,. despite thethe-

ChIef
the-

ChiefChief Justice'sJustices'' wishful think-

ing

thmk-

109

thinkthmk-thmkthink-¬-

ing109 ,
,"" concluded CampbellCampben


